Colby Magazine
Volume 91
Issue 3 Summer 2002

Article 12

July 2002

Full Issue

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/colbymagazine

Recommended Citation
(2002) "Full Issue," Colby Magazine: Vol. 91 : Iss. 3 , Article 12.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/colbymagazine/vol91/iss3/12

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the Colby College Archives at Digital Commons @
Colby. It has been accepted for inclusion in Colby Magazine by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ Colby.

colby
summer 2002   vol. 91 no. 3

Earl Smith Takes His Leave
Colby’s Strategic Plan • Larissa Taylor is a Pilgrim • Baseball According to Rocca
Changing of the Faculty Guard • Caleb Cooks Knows Race Is the Thing
David Donnelly’s Election Reforms

summer 2002

vol. 91 no. 3

Features
8
A Strategic Plan A two-year effort reaffirms
Colby’s priorities and sets a future course.
14

Earl From campus photographer to Dean of the
College, Earl Smith has done most everything
since he arrived on Mayflower Hill 40 years ago.

20

A Pilgrim’s Path Larissa Taylor (history) set out to
study medieval Catholicism. As she traced the
paths of pilgrims in France and Spain, she found
her own faith.

26

Endless Summer Baseball writer Larry Rocca ’90
on chronicling America’s game.

brian speer

Dispatches
2
editor’s desk
3
letters
4
periscope Gleanings from the campus
newsletter, FYI.
6
commencement The Class of 2002 says goodbye.

Wall LeWitt
“Seven Walls,” a sculpture designed for Colby by renowned conceptual
artist Sol LeWitt, was erected this summer in front of the Museum of Art.
With “Seven Walls,” Colby joins the National Gallery of Art in Washington,
the Museum of Modern Art and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York in the ranks of museums that exhibit Mr. LeWitt’s structures. It is
Colby’s second important outdoor sculpture installation in two years, following the placement of Richard Serra’s “4-5-6” in the museum’s courtyard in 2000.

From the Hill
28 on campus Tom Longstaff (religion), Pat Brancaccio (English), Brad Mundy (chemistry), Bruce
Fowles (biology) and Frances Parker (Miller
Library) retire; two for senior teaching award;
Colby’s new look; students find common ground.
32 faculty Virginia Long’s career from rooftops to
the laboratory; Robert McArthur (integrated
studies, philosophy) helps students see and hear;
faculty and students rescue “stuff.”
34 students Noah Charney ’02 acts out; Anna
L’Hommedieu ’02 wins a Watson Fellowship;
Colby students explore with Alvin.
36 sports Xavier Garcia ’05; women’s crew second in
the nation; lacrosse teams make “final four.”
38 media Caleb Cooks ’93 sees racial issues through
his camera lens; Tom Longstaff (religion) on CD.
40 alumni David Donnelly ’91 finds friends, foes in
Massachusetts Clean Elections fray.
Alumni @ Large
41 class notes
profiles
48 Susan Woodward ’64
52 Doug Smith ’70
54 Janice Bispham ’76
60 Caleb Dolan ’96		
66 obituaries
The Last Page
68 Her Head on Straight Susan Sterling left paradise
for Waterville. And guess what?

Dispatches editorial

colby

From the Editor’s Desk
	If only there had been another reason—any other reason—for friends
and family to gather and hear accolades for Kyawswar Win ’05.
This was June 20 in Lorimer Chapel, where a memorial service was held
for the young man from Myanmar who drowned when a severe squall swept
across Messalonskee Lake, capsizing his canoe. It was a freak accident, a
flick of nature’s hand, and it ended a life that, even by the standards of an
institution blessed with gifted students, held extraordinary promise.
Kyawswar (pronounced SHO-swah) picked Colby off the Internet, taught
himself English and singlehandedly worked his way through the admissions
process. He arrived on Mayflower Hill with three things going for him: a
formidable intellect, an unflinching drive to excel and unquenchable good cheer. “One of the strongest
students I’ve ever had,” said Associate Professor of Physics Robert Bluhm. “Phenomenal brain power.”
Kyawswar earned two A-pluses from Bluhm, racing through the honors program physics textbook,
mastering entire sections that had not been assigned. Even in a classroom full of unusually gifted
students, Kyawswar stood out. When, on occasion, other students’ questions left Bluhm scratching his
head, it was the kid from Myanmar who bailed him out. “He would have the answer,” Bluhm said.
	Always polite, Kyawswar left his most challenging questions for after class.
His abilities and curiosity crossed disciplines, from science to math to social sciences. Associate Professor Raffael Scheck (history) was blissfully unaware of Kyawswar’s science ability and was
convinced that he planned to major in history. Kyawswar moved from academics to athletics, too. Golf
coach Jim Tortorella recalled a slight guy with a big smile who stayed late after the first golf meeting and
confided that he had no clubs, no golf shoes, no way to get to Waterville Country Club for tryouts.
Clubs were borrowed. Someone gave Kyawswar a lift. He stepped up to the tee in his sneakers,
swung his driver, and to some onlookers’ surprise he was pretty good. Kyawswar played as high as
number five on the team but still rode his bicycle or walked to practice. “I’d say, ‘Kyawswar, why didn’t
you ask me for a ride?’” Tortorella said. “He’d say, ‘I didn’t want to bother you, Coach.’”
Kyawswar didn’t want to be a bother to anyone during his time at Colby. In fact, he went out of his
way to help others with their assignments, with a friendly chat, with his ever-present smile. Assistant
Professor of Physics Virginia Long, his first-year advisor, became convinced that Kyawswar didn’t actually
need her help but sought and accepted it out of graciousness. “He had so much grace,” Long said.
That he did, and in Lorimer Chapel that gloriously sunny morning people stepped up to the lectern
one by one to recount his warm, gentle nature, his generosity, his self-effacing sense of humor, his
curiosity and eagerness to take advantage of every opportunity. Because the fact is that despite all of
our plans, our goals, our striving for knowledge and achievement—the stuff of places like this—life is
by nature precarious and can be ended by something as capricious as a gust of wind.
	It’s best to treat each day as a gift that might not be bestowed again. Kyawswar did that, and for
his presence here and his example, we’re grateful.
							Gerry Boyle ’78
							Managing Editor
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letters Dispatches

Letters
A Better Reason to Write
Back as a senior in Colby, I wrote my first
letter to the editor of the Colby magazine
(then Currents). I complained about the unrealistic picture I thought the magazine painted
of the College, and a few other items. I felt
the magazine sought more to impress parents
and alumni than to represent the state of
affairs as they truly were on campus.
Ironically, 10 years later as I approach
our upcoming Colby reunion, I read the
spring 2002 edition of Colby with great
delight. I was very impressed with the community service theme of the entire edition
and all that Colby students are still doing
outside of their formal learning experiences. For me, this was the best part of my
Colby education, although I also enjoyed
my academic experience. However, it is the
experiences outside the classroom that are
still with me most strongly today.
As a first-year student at Colby, I thought
it would be a good idea to join the “Big
Brother/Big Sister” program. I mentored my
“Little Sister” for all four years, and beyond,
until I finally lost track of her after her grandmother passed away. She was a very bright
spot during my Colby years, and I often
remember with a big smile the bear hugs I
received each time I went to pick her up.
Since Colby I have mentored two other
girls. I have been with my current “Little”
for over six years. She is in the peak of those
difficult teen years, and my heart swelled
this past weekend when she told my husband that I was her best friend. I finally feel
that I can say with confidence that I have
made a positive impact in her life.
Just this year, I began working as the
director of an area youth mentoring organization. It is the most fulfilling professional
experience I have ever had.
I think it is important to listen to our
hearts, . . . to constantly reach out to others
in our community and to always volunteer
our time and our energy for others in some
capacity. It is in giving to our community
that we actually add the most back to our
own lives. I thank Colby for teaching me
this lesson and for reminding me of it
through the recent alumni publication. And,

most importantly, keep teaching the current
students the same lessons. If Colby accurately
portrays the picture of campus life today,
then I feel confident that you still are.
Mary Beth Heiskell ’92
Cornish, N.H.

A Fair Dinkum Mate
Thanks so much for publishing the
article about Andy Colligan (Colby spring
’02). Andy was my first cousin. Being nine
years older, I can say with pleasure that
Andy was one of the few people that I knew
well from the day he was born until his
tragic and untimely death. I enjoyed his
company at every stage of his life. He was a
tremendous person and one of my favourite
relatives. You should have seen him as a kid.
He was like a maniac with limitless energy
and exuberance.
I wish that I could have contributed to
the picture that you painted of him. The
one thing that made Andy so special—and
his most distinguishing characteristic—is
that he genuinely liked himself and liked
being himself more than anyone I have
ever met. This shaped the way he went
through life and created the popularity that
he enjoyed with both the boys and the girls.
He was loyal, smart, tough, funny and generous, a fair dinkum mate as they say here
in Australia. We will all miss him terribly.
James Gill ’85
Brisbane, Australia

What Colbians can become
This weekend I had an interesting
revelation. It came to me after dining at 71
Clinton Fresh Food (the Manhattan restaurant founded by chef Wylie Dufresne ’92)
and taking in “21 Dog Years Doing Time @
Amazon.com” at the Cherry Lane Theater
(the one-man show by Mike Daisey ’96). I
realized it is moments like watching Mike’s
production and eating dinner at “71” that
conjure up fond memories of school and
stand as a testament of what it means to
have gone to Colby.
I spent time talking with Mike after the

production. What is amazing to me is that
Mike grew up in northern Maine and is now
performing his show in New York City.
To me that is the perfect example of why
Colby is great. It is the interesting people
you meet there, but more importantly, it
is the wonderfully diverse and interesting
people that we all become.
Corley Hughes ’98
New York, N.Y.

Maisel’s Contribution Underplayed
Most schools of Colby’s stature emphasize the outstanding work of those on the
cutting edge of learning, research and
publications. I feel Colby recently missed
an opportunity to highlight the important
efforts of one of its own.
In the latest issue of the Colby magazine,
Professor L. Sandy Maisel’s latest book,
Jews in American Politics, has been relegated
to essentially sidebar status.
Instead of firsthand quotes from Maisel
about his book and its meaning, which has
more political relevance than ever before,
we are given a synopsis of his work and
selected excerpts from the text.
Would it have been so hard to get in
contact with Maisel and get a first-person
account of the book and its importance?
This oversight is unfair coverage of
Maisel’s work and a missed opportunity to
heighten the College’s prestige on a nationwide level.
JAC Coyne ’94
Iowa City, Iowa

Tempus Fugit for ’05
The spring issue of Colby was its usual
interesting self. It may also have been a
reminder of time passing by. I saw reference to someone in the Class of ’05 and
thought, “Gerry is reaching back for that
one!” But then I realized . . . it was Class of
2005—not 1905. . . . Oh well . . .
Win Clark ’50 (1950 that is)
Plymouth, Mass.
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Dispatches periscope
Gleaned from the campus newsletter, FYI

A Model Graduate

International Airport on a dark
and stormy Sunday night for the
first medical summer program.
They rented a van to drive from
Bangor to Colby. They drove
and drove. And when they
read a sign that said “Next Exit
Woodstock, New Brunswick” it
dawned on them that they had
wanted I-95 South.

Allen LaPan (student mailroom)
pointed out that the model on
the cover of a recent Abercrombie & Fitch catalogue might look
familiar around here. It’s Dylan
Commeret ’99. One young
lady in the Eustis mailroom who
knew Dylan from classes didn’t
recognize his yearbook picture
but said “Oh sure!” when she
saw the shirtless cover guy. A
source in New York reports we
might see more of Dylan, who’s
also modeling for Jockey.

Above and Beyond the Cans
At the Salvation Army’s Annual
Civic Dinner in Waterville in
May, Colby’s Dining Services
received an “above and beyond”
award, recognizing its successful
food drive last holiday season.
Varun Avasthi (dining services)
accepted on behalf of the College. Dining Services credits
faculty and staff for making the
Caring Cans program a success.
Colby contributed more than a
quarter ton of canned goods to
the Salvation Army in December.

A Wealth of Information
As part of the Waterville
Bicentennial celebration in
June, Dan Casavant of Century
21-Surette presented a historic
leather-bound daybook from the
18th century to Colby’s Special
Collections on May 2. Nehemiah Getchell of Vassalboro, a
tavern owner, businessman and
one-time business partner of
Asa Redington of Waterville,
kept the journal from 1793 to
1796. The book documents
store transactions and includes a
wealth of primary source information about the nature of business in the Winslow/Vassalboro
area back in the day. Pat
Burdick (special collections) says
the gift is a significant complement to Maine-related materials
already in our collection.
4 |
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The Sled Dog Ate My
Homework?

Taking on Einstein
An article co-authored by Robert Bluhm (physics) in March generated its
own media flurry after NASA issued a press release with the headline “Was
Einstein Wrong? Space Station Research May Find Out.” Bluhm’s research
involves putting ultra-precise clocks on space missions to try to determine
if Einstein’s Special Theory of Relativity is correct. If not, it could dramatically change our understanding of the universe.

Baker is Back
Sally Baker returned to Colby
as executive assistant to the
president and secretary of the
college starting July 1 and
replaced Earl Smith, who
retired. Baker assists and advises
President Bro Adams and is
the principal liaison between his
office and trustees and overseers.
Baker was director of communications at Colby during the nine
years she worked on Mayflower
Hill from 1989 to 1998. Since
then she has been director of
communications for the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences at Harvard
University and associate vice
president for communications at
Colgate University.

What a Long, Wet Ride
Two inches of cold rain arrived
the day that cyclist Paul Johnston (dean of students office)
had agreed to accompany three
students on their first century
ride. Chris Cogbill ’02, Tom
Mace ’03 and Cary Fridrich ’05 had found each other

through the student digest and
ride the local roads together but
had never done 100 miles in a
day. “They learned that even
though the calendar says it’s midMay, it can still be pretty cold
and nasty in Maine,” Johnston
reported. “I learned that biking
with folks half my age isn’t good
for my ego.” Johnston and Steve
Thomas (admissions) began a
five-week Portland-to-Portland
ride (that’s Oregon to Maine) on
Memorial Day.

Better Late (or Early) . . .
On Thursday morning, May 30,
Joanne Lafreniere (communications) was between Eustis and
Cotter Union when a member
of the Class of ‘43 approached
to say, “I know I’m a little early
but I’m here for reunion--where
do I register?” She had come
from Massachusetts and, in
fact, she was more than a whole
week early. Oops. . . . Later
Joan Sanzenbacher reported
on a quartet of doctors from the
Midwest who arrived at Bangor

Cal Mackenzie (government)
shares this unusual excuse,
received as e-mail from a
student who hails from midcoast Maine: “I missed class
on Monday. This was because
I had to go home for a family
dinner and got snowed in. I
have the notes and just wanted
to apologize.” Cal notes that
it’s not everywhere a professor
might get such a message on
the last day of April, much less
believe it.

Research Search
Call it project-based learning or research, increasingly
it’s what students do at Colby.
When the call went out for
student research presentations
this spring, more than 300
answered. Together they made
the third annual Colby Undergraduate Research Symposium,
May 2-3, the most varied and
ambitious yet. Students from
all the divisions presented
their work. To name just one
percent of them, presentations
included “Viking Technology
and Environmental Degradation
in the Colonization of Iceland”
(Andrew Schannen ’02), “Letters of Love: An Evolution of
Letter Writing History As Seen
Through Saint Anselm and
Peter Abelard” (Nicole Wakely
’02) and “The Role of Venture
Capital Financing in Building
the Tech Stock Market Bubble”
(Jessica Rosenbloom ’02).

They Know Good Design
When the Mohawk Paper Company saw Colby’s new admissions search piece—a mailing
that’s sent to high school
juniors—it was so impressed
by the design that it asked to
buy into the press run in order
to distribute the brochure
nationally as a sample. Design
Director Brian Speer (communications) gets extra credit
for extending the reach of this
Colby piece. We’ll have to wait
and see if sons and daughters of
printers and designers are overrepresented in the classes of ’07
and ’08.

A Brush with the Gipper
Peter Brush ’03 was one of 13
college students invited by the
Young America’s Foundation to
spend the weekend at former
President Ronald Reagan’s
Rancho del Cielo in California in April. Brush visited the
688-acre spread north of Santa
Barbara and toured the Reagan
residence. The only student
from New England in the group,
or from a liberal arts institution, Brush went to lectures, saw
the Secret Service outposts and
rang Ron’s dinner bell. “All the
original stuff is still there,” Brush
said. “We got to sit at the table
where the largest tax cut in U.S.
history was signed.”

Memoirabilia
Jennifer Finney Boylan
(English) has sold her memoir
to Doubleday/Random House.
The book, titled She’s Not There,
will be published in the fall of
2003. Want a sneak preview?
An excerpt appears in this
May’s GQ magazine.

Moving On Up
Congratulations to Marcella
Zalot (athletics), promoted to
director of athletics beginning
July 1. Marcella, who came to
Colby from Harvard in 1997,
has been the associate athletics
director and senior women’s athletic administrator. She served as
acting director of athletics this
year while Dick Whitmore was
on sabbatical. Whit, director of
athletics since 1987 and head
men’s basketball coach since
1970, will continue to coach and
will assume a variety of administrative duties.

evidence that Jim McIntyre
(German) and his committee
are getting the job done helping
students with fellowships.

An Overseas Win
On March 20 Gretchen Groggel ’03 (Omaha, Neb.) and Jill
Gutekunst ’03 (Shillington,
Pa.) won a runoff election to be
SGA president and vice president respectively next year. The
pair ran their winning campaign
from abroad—the former was
studying in Scotland and the
latter in Italy. They took 57.4
percent of the 931 votes cast in
the runoff after placing first in
the opening round of voting.
Groggel told the Echo that one
of her top priorities will be
increasing interaction between
Colby and the surrounding
community. The election results
story, by Ryan Davis ’02, is
online at www.colby.edu/echo.

Recognizing Colby Cares
Bright Fulbrights
Amber Hall ’02 and Andrea
Pomerance ’02 have been
awarded Fulbright Teaching
Assistantships for 2002-2003.
Amber, a French literature major
from Bath, Maine, will teach
in France; Andrea, a German
and international studies double
major from Ooltewah, Tenn.,
will work in Germany. More

March 18 was Maine Mentoring
Day, and the new Colby Cares
About Kids program was one of
eight mentoring programs in the
state recognized as exemplary
by Governor Angus King at a
capitol press conference. In its
first year, Colby Cares About
Kids paired 155 Colby student
mentors in one-on-one relationships with kids in Waterville and

surrounding towns, and with
great results. The program came
out of research conducted in
Peter Harris’s service-learning
English course last year. Channel 2 news visited Waterville’s
Albert S. Hall School for a story
on the program. CCAK coordinator Teresa Hawko ’01,
mentor Nick Battista ’04 and
board members Harris, Cindy
Parker (career services), Lyn
Brown (education) and Mark
Tappan (education) were on
hand at the capitol.

Local History Lives
In 1902 a 584-page, minutialaden work, “The Centennial
History of Waterville,” was published. When the city’s Bicentennial Committee recently
decided to record Waterville’s
second century, it solicited some
Colby help on various aspects of
Elm City life. Charlie Bassett
(English, emeritus) will write
on how local organizations
have contributed to Waterville’s
culture. Richard Moss (history) will compare Waterville’s
history to that of other towns.
Hank Gemery (economics, emeritus) will examine
economic changes, and Tom
Morrione (sociology) will cover
ethnic history. “These are the
forces that shaped this town,”
Bassett told the Sentinel.

viviane oh

Colby Update: Alan Taylor
Pulitzer-winning historian Alan Taylor
’77 (“The Pulitzer Guy,” winter ’02,
www.colby.edu/colby.mag/issues/win02/
taylor/) has copped another prize. Taylor,
professor of history at University of California-Davis, was awarded the UC-Davis
Prize for Undergraduate Teaching and
Scholarly Achievement.
The prize carries a $30,000 award.
Taylor was praised for his riveting classroom lectures and his demanding standards for students’ writing and research.

“Often students in their first history class
are surprised to find that the subject is
fascinating and relevant,” he said. “They
also find that writing history is hard work.”
Taylor won both the Pulitzer and the
Bancroft Prize for William Cooper’s Town:
Power and Persuasion on the Frontier of
the Early American Republic. He is now
writing a comparative study of the social
and cultural impact of the Canadian-U.S.
borderland from the American Revolution
through the War of 1812.
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Commencement 2002
“Understanding and Forgiveness”
It rained on and off and it was unseasonably cold (the Bookstore sold
out of mittens), but that seemed somehow fitting for a commencement
that was sometimes emotional, sometimes somber and, for members of
the Class of 2002, a moving culmination to their time at Colby.
The first post-9/11 Colby commencement included presentation
of an honorary degree to New York City firefighter Scott Cowan,
who witnessed the World Trade Center collapses and lost his closest
colleague in the disaster. Cowan accepted the Colby degree on behalf of
all New York firefighters and rescue workers.
He was given a standing ovation.
Class Speaker Monty Hobson, in a heartfelt and sometimes
emotional speech, thanked his classmates for supporting him when he
returned to campus for his sophomore year with renewed religious faith
and a rejection of drugs and alcohol. “… No one scoffed at my renewed
faith as a hypocrite’s religion,” Hobson said. “In fact, my classmates
embraced me wholeheartedly, touching me with the most wonderful
understanding and forgiveness.”
Hobson, who was moved to tears several times during his address,
urged his classmates to “keep on loving.”
“If I can leave you with anything, it is simply my hope that you will
always live your life with love for others, be they friends or foes, rich or
poor, black or white, wise or twenty-two,” Hobson said.
Commencement speaker playwright Arthur Kopit, referring to
the September tragedy, urged graduates to make an effort to examine
the circumstances that form other views. “Trying to understand the
conditions that produce these terrible attackers in no way undermines
our belief in the country or means to excuse what they did. It means it
came from somewhere.”
During the commencement
exercises, President William D.
“Bro” Adams presented bachelor
of arts degrees to each graduate.
Meghan Gossling won the Condon
Medal, the only award presented
at graduation. Honorary degrees
were presented to Kopit; poet Ana
Castillo; Elizabeth Farnsworth, an
award-winning senior correspondent
for the Lehrer News Hour; and
Ambassador Robert Gelbard ’64.

6 |
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Clockwise from left: members of the Class of 2002 and family and
friends; honorary degree recipients Ana Castillo, Scott Cowan and
Elizabeth Farnsworth; breaking out the umbrellas and blankets;
President Bro Adams congratulates Cowan after conferring his degree;
The Class of 2002 assembled; and class speaker Monty Hobson.

“The long winters lend themselves to good books.”
Honorary degree recipient poet Ana Castillo H’02, talking
about life in Chicago to an understanding Colby audience the
night before commencement.

“The world has changed and we have to think about it
in different ways—that [different ways of thinking] is
what we learn at Colby.”
Honorary degree recipient Ambassador Robert Gelbard ’64, H’02,
addressing an audience the night before commencement.

“The sound of rumbling, twisting steel is hard to
describe but harder to forget.”
Honorary degree recipient Scott Cowan H’02, a New York City
firefighter who witnessed the World Trade Center collapses, lost his
closest colleague in the disaster and received an honorary degree on
behalf of New York firefighters, police and rescue workers.

“I come from a family that
worshipped education.”
Honorary degree recipient Elizabeth
Farnsworth H’02, who is an
award-winning senior correspondent
for the Lehrer News Hour,
addressing a crowd the night before
commencement
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A Strategic Plan
Two-year effort reaffirms Colby’s priorities and sets future course
By Stephen Collins ’74

I

ndividuals need to do it, and so do institutions. It is critically
important, every once in a while, to pause and take stock. What
are we doing? Is it the right thing? Does it still make sense, or

has something fundamental changed? What are others doing? Is there
a better way?
As Colby approached the 21st century, other transitions loomed for
the institution as well, not least among them the first new president in
more than 20 years. It was a perfect opportunity, trustees recognized,
to assess what the College is all about and to think about its future.
This was the impetus for The Strategic Plan for Colby, a framework for the next 10 years, which was approved by the Board of
Trustees this spring after more than two years of work. President
William D. Adams enlisted a cross-section of administrators, faculty,
students and support staff (www.colby.edu/planning/group) to study
what Colby is doing and how it might be done better, with particular emphasis on academic, residential and social life. The future of
the physical campus, a major part of the overall planning initiative,
was considered at the same time, though final details of a long-range
campus plan are still being refined this summer.
“I think the bottom line was, let’s stop, pick up our heads, look
around at the environment, look at what we do, and think about where
we’re going so that we get to where we’re going in a deliberate and
self-aware way,” Adams said. “That’s a good thing to do from time to
time, and I was pleased that it was happening, because it also afforded
me an unusual way of getting acquainted with Colby and immersing
myself in it in a very careful and comprehensive way.”

To catch the spirit of the planning
initiative, revisit 1999 for a moment.
The economy is a juggernaut. The dotcom bubble is still expanding and shows
no sign of bursting. Distance learning is
going to make residential colleges obsolete, some cyber-soothsayers predict. Forprofit universities are gaining momentum,
and increasing pressures toward professional preparation with a more vocational
approach have reinvigorated the old
debate about whether liberal arts education is relevant. As Adams pointed out at
his inauguration, only about 2 percent of
the 14 million students in U.S. colleges

and universities are enrolled in residential
liberal arts colleges like Colby.
“The environment, much more now
than it was ten or fifteen years ago, is
telling us ‘don’t take it for granted,’”
Adams said.
In the brave new information age and
with the pace and the scope of change
accelerating, is Colby an anachronism? If
not, where and how can it be improved?
Those questions defined the big picture of
the planning process.
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Said Adams: “I think the essential elements are, one, the reaffirmation of what
we’re doing and of the character of the
institution as a residential, undergraduate
liberal arts institution. Now in one way that
seems obvious and maybe anticlimactic,
but there are lots of things in the environment that are raising questions about that.
So one of the major points of this plan, as
it’s turned out, is to reaffirm who we are.
“The second part was to figure out
how to do what we do even better in an
atmosphere and context in which people
are questioning both the role of higher
education generally but also the role of the

liberal arts college more specifically.”
That—“how can we do what we do
even better”—is the point of the 33-page
document and all of the various appendices
that make up The Strategic Plan for
Colby. The plan applies that question in
three major spheres—academics, student
life/campus culture, and buildings and
grounds on campus. Broadening and
deepening diversity at Colby is a fourth
major component of the plan.

Academic
With academics first and foremost, the
plan has two major emphases:
• pursuing innovations that will keep
Colby’s overall approach to and philosophy of liberal learning fresh and
powerfully engaging, and
• building on existing and recognized
organic strengths in ways that will
make Colby’s academic profile more
distinctive.
Adams listed concerns for the planning
group as it considered potential innovations related to the academic program:
• preserving Colby’s culture of teaching;
• making sure we’re doing the things
we say we’re doing; that is, conveying and teaching the essential intellectual capacities and competencies
that we value;
• continuing our commitment to international education;
• injecting a more significant dimension
of project-based learning and service
learning in the curriculum; and
• doing things to strengthen some of the
core programs through which liberal
learning occurs.
When it comes to building on existing
strengths, there is potential for controversy. “Anytime you pull programs and
departments out of the landscape . . . you
risk offending the people that you don’t
mention,” Adams said. “It’s tricky. But
the truth is you can’t be distinctive in
everything you do. You can be very good,
and we don’t want to do anything that
we’re not very good at. So this is not
condemning the rest to mediocrity; I think
you continue to have very high standards
in all those places where you’re investing
time and energy.
“But as a profile matter and as a matter
of public perception, I think we have some
opportunities to be even more distinctively

good in particular places, because of what’s
gone on here in the past and because of
where we are—Maine.”
So, after extensive investigation and
deliberation, the plan includes a half-dozen
initiatives to enrich the academic profile:
• using Colby’s strong core programs in
the social sciences to create a programmatic center for public and international affairs;
• reinforcing and enhancing creative
writing;
• reinforcing the depth and quality of
the Environmental Studies Program
and environmental science concentrations and implementing a sustainable
campus greening initiative;
• introducing an interdisciplinary concentration in neuroscience that builds on
strengths in biology and psychology;
• expanding and strengthening the visual
arts, including Colby’s remarkable art
museum; and
• pursuing strategic partnerships with
other institutions in Maine.
Student Life and Culture
While the overall planning process
found a very strong institution with much
worth celebrating and preserving, there
were, inevitably, areas where planners
found room for improvement. “The strong
feeling,” said Adams, “is that between the
academic experience and the social experience there’s too much disconnection.” The
top two goals in the student life section are
to “enhance the intellectual climate and
atmosphere on campus” and “integrate
more effectively student academic, residential, and social experiences.”
Plainly put, planners were candid that
student social life at Colby could be
better, and more than a dozen initiatives
are listed for improving the student
experience and addressing social and
cultural programming.

Among them: increasing the use of
common space around campus along with
renovations and expansion of Cotter Union
to make it a true hub of student activities.
Though a separate part of the plan deals
with increasing, sustaining and supporting
diversity, the section on student life and
campus culture acknowledges the need
to improve the campus climate for students of color, international students and
other under-represented groups as Colby
becomes a more diverse institution.
Adams characterized the issues around
social life as an instance where the environment has changed. “Part of it has to do with
the diversity of students we’re attracting,

because a lot of students express disinterest
in forms of social life that may have
been more characteristic of Colby a generation ago,” he said. “So there’s some dissatisfaction there. But even among more
traditional students there’s evident dissatisfaction with the nature and quality of
the social interaction on campus. We’ve
got to think cleverly about that.”
Initiatives are aimed at enhancing the intellectual climate outside of
classrooms; better integrating students’
academic, residential and social experiences; providing a richer array of social
and cultural programs; advancing diversity; reducing the role of alcohol as an

Highlighted Initiatives in the Plan
academics
10 New Faculty Positions Some will support strategic academic initiatives.

Innovative Teaching Reinitiate course development fund and other programs.
Career Services Additional staff and programmatic changes.
Internships and Service Learning Expanded opportunities for both.

facilities
New Buildings Four are slated over the next 10-15 years:

- a social sciences and interdisciplinary studies center,
- alumni center and development office,
- music instruction and performance space,
- science building.
Cotter Union Expansion and Renovation To create more effective, central
gathering space.
Black-Box Theater Added to or incorporated in Runnals Building.
Classrooms Improve and tailor size of spaces for academic needs.
Dining and Residence Halls Complete comprehensive renovation project begun in 1996.
Athletic Facilities A new artificial turf field and renovations to athletic center.

student life and community
Cotter Union Address programming to make new gathering space into a social hub.
Spotlight Event Series Bring back Spotlight series and review other programming.
Mary Low Coffeehouse Expand and renovate space and enhance offerings.
Emerging Leaders Program Identify first-year students for leadership roles.
Transportation Better College-sponsored transport for social and recreational options.
Diversity Launch ambitious plan to promote diversity, including partnership with the

Posse program beginning in 2002.
For the Complete Plan www.colby.edu/planning/strategicplan
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The Campus Plan
fashion but without extending the formal quadrangle too far,
Colby completed its move from downtown Waterville to the
physically or conceptually. Planners needed a flexible framework
“new” campus 50 years ago this year, and it has been more than
for siting buildings that anticipated a wide range of future
70 years since campus architect Jens Fredrick Larson was hired
needs without foreclosing options for optimal organization.
to order the buildings and grounds on Mayflower Hill. Since the
“We needed to honor the Larson plan without imitating it,”
groundbreaking for the first building, Lorimer Chapel, in 1937,
Yasinski said.
the campus has been filled to the point where Larson’s vision
The campus planning section of the Strategic Plan is the
has been fully realized for some time.
last to be finalized, and though conceptual directions have been
Perhaps the most distinguished college and university
identified, the plan won’t go to trustees for approval until October.
architect of his era, Larson conceived the Colby campus
Several things are clear, however: extension of the academic
as a place for up to 1,000 students, and, understandably,
and administrative core of
he didn’t foresee ways in
campus—including some
which the ubiquitous autoof the four new buildings—
mobile shaped American
will require moving across
life in the second half of
Mayflower Hill Drive; develthe 20th century.
opment will need to break
As Colby moved into
out of the formal quadits recent strategic planrangle of the Larson plan;
ning effort, it was a school
and no one wants the view
of not 1,000 but 1,800
from Miller Library and the
students, its parking lots
academic quad blocked by
were at or beyond capacity,
new construction.
and it needed up to 90
Details aren’t fully
more faculty and adminisresolved, but the committrative office spaces than
tee imagines an area tenwere available. The gross
tatively called “The Colby
square footage of indoor
Green” on the east side of
space at Colby was about
Mayflower Hill Drive with
two thirds of what Bowdoin
new buildings (and the
or Middlebury maintain.
Campus planners’ vision of The Colby Green east of Mayflower Hill Drive.
existing Lunder House)
“I walked into a campus
sited somewhat more informally than those on Larson’s
that’s bursting at the seams,” President William Adams said.
quadrangles. While construction will certainly continue the
One of Colby’s strategic advantages over the years has been its
tradition of Colby bricks, the less formal arrangement on the
efficiency, he noted, and that is particularly true of the efficiency
Green may permit discreet uses of other building materials,
with which it uses facilities. “We’ve been modest with respect
Yasinski said.
to the growth of the physical plant and we’ve outstripped its
An architectural firm, AnnBeha Architects, Inc. of Boston,
capacity. We’ve got to address that,” he said.
was hired this spring to design and plan the new alumni center
Before arriving in Waterville, Adams helped select an
building, which will be sited on the northeast corner of The
architectural firm, Shepley Bulfinch Richardson and Abbott, and
Colby Green.
as part of the strategic planning process a Campus Planning
One effect of the decision to expand across Mayflower Hill Drive
Group composed of faculty, administrators and students was
is the need to ensure the safety of pedestrians crossing what has
formed to study both what new facilities need to be built and
become a busy roadway. “We need to look at what we can do to
where they should go.
reduce the traffic and slow it down,” Yasinski said.
Arnie Yasinski, vice president for administration, led the
To reduce traffic, Colby is working with the state and city on
campus planning initiative, which concluded that Colby needs
a new bypass road that would close the steep hill leading to the
about 150,000 more square feet, most of it academic space.
Thayer campus of MaineGeneral Medical Center and route that
The group proposed four new buildings and a scheme for siting
traffic behind the athletic complex and the soccer fields.
them that should keep Colby on national “prettiest campus”
Officials also are studying traffic calming—measures to reduce
lists. The proposed buildings:
the speed of the traffic that will continue to use Mayflower Hill
• a building for the social sciences and interdisciplinary
Drive and Campus Drive (the roadway between the field house
programs;
and the football field).
• a small science building to accommodate psychology,
The campus planning effort also will redesign parking and
mathematics and computer science departments;
identify potential future building sites beyond the four structures
• a music performance and instruction building;
included in the Strategic Plan for Colby. The result is a blueprint
• an alumni center with development offices.
for Colby’s growth over the next 10 to 15 years plus a flexible
“Once we identified those needs the issue became where
framework for expansion that should guide campus development
should new buildings go?” Yasinski said. The group was eager
for the next three or four decades, Yasinski said.
to maintain the beauty and order of the campus in a planned
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organizing force in social life; improving
the quality of opportunities for developing leadership skills; and promoting a
safe and secure campus.
Other Areas
While academics, social life, diversity
and plans for the physical campus (see
sidebar) are the heart of the Strategic
Plan, additional sections make the plan
comprehensive. Detailed and specific
strategies are included for “Strengthening the Admissions Profile,” “Strategic
Investment, Financial Strength, and
Equilibrium,” “Deepening Alumni
Engagement and Support,” “Communicating Colby’s Strengths and Aspirations,” “Waterville and the Central
Maine Region,” and “Timetable, Measures, and Assessment.”
The plan is grounded in reality, which
is to say money. “Regarding finances, I feel
like I walked into a healthy place,” Adams
said, “but a place that remains underendowed with respect to its aspirations
and its competition.”
The plan includes sophis
ticated projections of the
financial resources of the College over time, with costs of
all the strategic initiatives
—new faculty positions,
employee benefits, financial
aid and new construction—
modeled in exhaustive detail
through 2013.
“We used a conservative
estimate on the growth of
tuition and the comprehensive fee and we wrestled with
other key financial issues so
that we have confidence in
the financial stability and
equilibrium of the College
over time,” Adams said. “As
a part of that financial picture

there is another quite ambitious fund-raising campaign imagined that will address
both the new facilities envisioned in the
plan and our strategic need to continue
growing the endowment.”
Conclusion
The Strategic Plan for Colby ends
upbeat, cataloguing reasons the College
community can be proud: improved
measures of the capable and diverse
student body that Colby attracts each
year, the rich and compelling academic
program, the impressive campus, striking
improvements in the College’s financial
strength thanks in part to the generosity
of alumni and friends.
“Perhaps now more than at any other
time in its history,” the plan concludes.
“Colby has the resources, the organizational
health and confidence, and the public stature
to enhance substantially the quality of its
educational program and to aspire to be even
more prominent among the leading liberal
arts colleges in the United States.”

“What is this really about in the end?”
Adams asked rhetorically, considering the
document in his office last month. “It is
about the basic excellence of the place on
the one hand, and on the other hand it is
about competitive aspiration and stature.
I don’t want the second to overwhelm the
first, but it’s important for Colby to be
aspirational with respect to the way it’s
regarded within our constellation of institutions. Ultimately, by being excellent, we
address the aspirational side.”
Careful scrutiny reaffirmed the importance of Colby’s niche in higher education, and initiatives in the Strategic Plan
focus on how to enhance the overall
experience of students who come to
the College. “Liberal arts colleges find
themselves occupying a narrower and
narrower terrain in the broad spectrum
of higher education,” Adams said. “It’s
still a very important part of the terrain
because we recruit a lot of very impressive students who subsequently do important things.”
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Earl
photos by Brian speer

dean, mentor, friend, confessor, sage, judge,
advisor and “professor of nothing,” earl smith
leaves colby a better place

And to think he didn’t even plan to go to college.
This was 1957 and Earl Smith, who would eventually become the first and thus far only dean of the college at Colby, was three days from graduation from
Waterville High School. No one in his family had
a college degree and Smith entertained no notion
of being the first. So when a vocational teacher at
the high school told him of a job working nights in
the mechanical department at the Morning Sentinel,
Smith thought about it.
“He said, ‘It’s nights,’” Smith said. “I’m not working nights. I had a high school diploma. He said, ‘It
pays forty bucks a week.’ I said, ‘I’ll take it.’”
And so began the career of the small-town boy

who would become an advisor to and confidante
of three Colby presidents, who would help guide
the College through four decades of change, who
had a hand in everything from negotiations with
Vietnam War-era protestors to the disbanding of
fraternities to two presidential searches, who salvaged students others were ready to send packing,
who was a mentor to so many international students
that doors remain open to him from Africa to Asia
and beyond.
“Earl was like a treasure,” said Peter Angwenyi
’00, who now works in a bank in his native Nairobi.
“For those who discovered him at Colby, I think
they were very happy people.”

by gerry boyle ’78
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Future Colbians won’t have the chance.
Smith retired at the end of June, trading his deanship for the part-time post of
college historian. He is writing the second
volume of the history of Colby, the sequel
to Ernest Marriner’s History of Colby College.
This raises an interesting question: how will
Earl Smith write about Colby without writing about himself?
Self-effacing, wary of the spotlight, a softspoken but witty observer who retained many
of the qualities of the journalist he once hoped
to become, Smith is as intertwined with what
Colby was and what it has become as anyone
in recent memory. Some say he embodies Colby’s reputation as an institution that not only
educates but guides and develops students.
“What really sets Colby apart and makes me
wax poetic when I’m talking about my college,
particularly out here where people have never
heard of it before,” said Carol Lockwood ’90,
an attorney in Honolulu, “is just the difference
people like Earl make.”
He began wending his way to Colby’s
senior administration by a non-traditional
route that began when a managing editor
of the Morning Sentinel recognized Smith’s
potential and urged him to go to college.
Smith sold his 1941 Buick (a gift from his
grandfather) for $50, which paid for a semester at the University of Maine at Orono. The
UMO public relations department needed a
photographer and Smith landed the post and
became editor of the university newspaper.
He married Barbara Hubbard, a sweetheart
from Waterville, while still at UMO and they
had a daughter, Kelly. Smith was a stringer
for the Bangor Daily News, peddling photos
to magazines.
“Pictures of people swallowing goldfish
and seeing how many people you could put
in a phone booth,” he said. Life magazine
bought a Smith photo of “co-eds crammed
into a hollow tree.”
After graduation with a journalism
degree, Smith returned to Waterville and
was promptly offered a job at the Morning
Sentinel: telegraph editor for $5,000 a year.
Before he could accept, Dick Dyer, then
Colby’s public relations director, offered a
job as news assistant-photographer. The pay
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was the same. “It wasn’t as easy as you would
think,” Smith said. “I wanted to be a journalist
and this was a tub-thumping job, a flak, a P.R.
job. But I took [Colby] because it was days and
I had two children. It turned out this job was
day and night anyway.”
Smith covered sports, wrote game stories
and press releases. He took photos, including senior pictures (“people swinging from
birches”), and had lots of student friends.
Some, like Colby football star Steve Freyer
’67, now a Boston-based sports and entertainment agent, still remember the photos Smith
staged: football shots in treeless spring, Freyer
and other Red Sox fans ostensibly listening
to the 1967 World Series during football
practice. “He was always conjuring up ways
to promote the school,” Freyer said. “Just a
wonderful guy.”
Others agreed. Promoted from the news
bureau to student activities director (1968)
to associate dean of students (1970), Smith
became an invaluable resource as the Vietnam
War sparked protests on campus and students
demanded changes and an increased role at
the College.
“He seemed to have that same remarkable, uncanny sense of what was fit and right
when it came to dealing with the students as
he did in dealing with the faculty and staff,”
said former President Robert Strider. “And
that takes talent. . . . He was a pillar for me,
a right-hand person because I needed all the
help I could get. These were tough times and
the president was beleaguered. Earl had this
remarkable way of talking to the students. He

was tough with them but they liked him and
it was obvious.”
It was equally obvious that Smith had found
a place in Colby’s inner circle. He never left.
President William Cotter found Smith
to be equally indispensable as the trustees
considered the fate of the fraternity system
on campus. “He didn’t make a lot of comments himself,” Cotter said. “He was much
more seeing to it that the process was going

From top left: Earl Smith the reporter with former Morning Sentinel sports
editor Harland Durrell; Smith (center right), Colby photographer, preparing
a portrait at Johnson Pond; Smith, the College spokesman; publicity photo
of Smith early in his career at Colby.

smoothly and the input was being gathered.”
It was Smith who strictly enforced the
guideline that the commission members
keep their views of the fraternity situation
to themselves until all of the fact-finding was
done. Ultimately it was Smith who co-wrote
the commission’s report with Judge Levin
Hicks Campbell. It was Smith who coped
with the post-fraternity fallout. It was Smith
who, after the fraternities were disbanded (a
move he endorsed), was able to maintain close
relationships with fraternity members.
And was his guidance sound? “Absolutely,”
Cotter said. “Very sensitive. He absolutely
loves students.”
Nearly all of them.
That may be the essence of Earl Smith, a
man who as dean of students saved countless
Colby students from themselves. This entire
story—this entire magazine—could be filled
with anecdotes from alumni who say they will
never be able to repay Smith for the mercy he
showed as they knelt with their heads upon the
dean’s chopping block.
There’s Joseph Mizhir ’85, an attorney with
a private practice in Massachusetts, who was
flunking out when Smith, rather than ejecting
Mizhir as a goof-off, encouraged him to turn
his grades—and his life—around. “There isn’t

a day that goes by that I don’t wake up and
thank god that I had the opportunity to meet
him,” Mizhir said at his law office. “If it wasn’t
for Earl Smith, I’d probably be out digging
ditches somewhere.”
Some administrators may have felt Mizhir
didn’t deserve a second chance, but Smith
stood by him. “The words [Smith] said that
I’ll never forget are, ‘People can make mistakes
and people can change,’” Mizhir said.
Can and do.
James Cousins ’75, a transfer student,
initially felt lost at Colby but with Smith’s
unflagging encouragement buckled down
and excelled. Cousins is now a physician who
runs vital refugee programs in Southeast Asia,
and he and Smith remain close friends.
Boyd “Byrd” Allen III ’75 is now a hydrogeologist in Boston. In 1971 he was a first-year
student hauled into the dean’s office because
he and his friends were using record albums
as Frisbees and sniping at a neighboring dorm
with a slingshot, among other infractions.
Social problems were compounded by Allen’s
spotty academic performance. Allen says Smith
could have sent him home but didn’t. “I think
Earl has the ability to recognize the qualities
that somehow are buried in people,” he said.
But to Smith, who must have X-ray vision

when it comes to seeing the good in young
people, those qualities aren’t buried at all.
“We don’t have any bad kids, you know,” he
explained. “We just have kids who do bad
things. And everybody’s screaming for their
neck. But when it comes home, Monday
morning, in the dean’s office, and you look
eye to eye with this creature, you say, ‘You’re
a damn fool for what you did. This is terrible.
There are consequences for what you do.’ But
please, you’ve got to save his butt because he
just did a dumb thing. . . . There are so many
people out there who have made such great
lives for themselves. If you weren’t careful,
you could have screwed that up. Be careful,
because here’s a very precious thing and we
can break it.”
That describes Smith’s attitude toward
students and toward Colby itself—a precious,
always growing thing that must be carefully
tended lest you kill it. Protecting Colby from
those who would, with the best intentions,
steer it wrong is one of Smith’s more subtle but
valuable contributions. “His genius, I think, is
that he does understand the place so well,” said
President William “Bro” Adams. “And that’s
not to say Earl doesn’t have his criticisms of
Colby. One of the things that I admire about
him is that, while he has a lot of love and affec-
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tion for the place and is thoroughly of it, he’s
also able to see it critically.”
And when he sees the College about to veer
off course, he will gently inform the person at
the helm. “If he thought I was doing something really stupid he would, in a diplomatic
way, show me what some of the pitfalls might
be,” Cotter said.
That someone who arrived on campus with
no Colby pedigree should be so protective of
the College’s future perplexed some members of the Colby community early in Smith’s
career. In fact, there was some murmured concern that not only had this emerging force at
the College not attended Colby, he had no
advanced degree at all.
Strider was the first to attempt to remedy
that, dispatching the young associate dean back
to the University of Maine where a master’s
degree was offered in student personnel and
administration. Smith gave up after spending
a summer with graduate students who were
flipping through textbooks to find answers to
problems he faced in real life every day. “No
clue,” he said. “No clue whatsoever.”
But lack of an advanced degree didn’t
interfere with Smith’s climb up the academic
ladder. Assigned the rank of assistant professor in 1970 by Strider, he became associate
professor in 1981 and was appointed full professor by Cotter in 1995. “I’m full professor
of nothing and chairman of the department of
nothing,” he said with his characteristic flicker
of a smile.
But don’t let him fool you, say those who
have worked alongside him.
“I think Earl, if he has an ego, never lets it
get in the way of what he’s trying to do,” said
Sally Baker, who worked with Smith for nine
years in the Colby communications department and took over as executive assistant to the
president, Smith’s position when he retired.
“He’s very self-effacing to the point where you
can’t believe it. He’ll always tell you that he’s
not that smart . . . but he is all of those things
but wants no credit for that.”
Baker points to Smith’s writing (she’s a huge
fan), his sense of humor, his patience as he listened to other points of view, his advocacy for
Maine students, his sometimes-disguised but
broad knowledge of history and politics and
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literature. “He’s
got so many areas
of interest,” said
Jim Crawford ’64,
chairman of the
Board of Trustees.
“When we were
together this last
weekend we were
visiting the home
of the original
pastor who came
to Blue Hill, Jonathan Fisher. We
visited his house
and it turned out
Earl has some of
Fisher’s early paintings. . . . It seems that
every time you turn around there’s another
thing that Earl knows something about.”
Perhaps it is that broad perspective that
makes him, as Crawford puts it, “wise in his
counsel.” In fact, Smith seems to float above
the fray no matter how dire the crisis. Scott
Bullock, president of MaineGeneral Medical
Center, where Smith chaired the board of
trustees (his list of civic posts, from state
representative to school board chairman,
runs half a page), counted him among his
most trusted advisors, one of those people who
bolster you when things get rough. “When all
the arrows are zinging past your head, they sort
of have a way of conveying to you that they’ve
seen a lot in their time and this too shall pass,”
Bullock said.
Dean of Students Janice Kassman, who

worked alongside Smith for many years and
reported to him for a time when he was dean
of the college, referred to his “wonderful
calming effect.” The two rated problems on
a scale of one to 10, and Kassman said Smith
usually revised her estimation downward. “I’d
think it was a nine and he’d say, ‘Oh, no, that’s
a six.’”
Kassman said Smith, especially early in her
career, was there for her to share many of the
most important moments of her life, that she
could go to him not only as a colleague but as
a friend. “He never seems rushed. He never
seems like you’re bothering him. Whatever the
issue was, he’s right there for you. It’s a gift.”
Maybe it helps that Smith has, as Baker puts
it, “his priorities in order.”
Most important is his family, daughter
Kelly, sons Jeff ’85 and Mike ’90. At the top

From top left: Earl Smith readies for
yet another Colby commencement;
Smith with former President Bill Cotter
at the scene of the field house fire;
Smith in Kenya, where he visited longtime friend Bill Mayaka ’73 and his
family; Smith as advisor to a student,
a frequent role.

of that short list? His wife, Barbara. “I don’t
think I’ve ever seen anybody who loved anybody that much,” Baker said.
Working with Earl Smith, she said, “almost
gave you hope that people were fundamentally good.”
And that belief, that there is goodness and
potential in most people, that most problems
pale if put in perspective, that sincere fondness
for the College and what it does, does color
Smith’s career and the swath he cut through
Colby over four decades.
Over lunch at the Spa, he reminisced about
the Colby he came to in 1962 and the “family”
that welcomed him. “I knew them all and they
were all older,” he said softly, with a tone of
bemusement that is his trademark. “We built
a house down here and Bill Millett came down
with his car filled with silverware and had a
surprise housewarming. It was just that kind of
a place in those days. And I was the young pup
and George Whalen (superintendent of Building and Grounds) used to come down and have
dinner and talk with us and stay in the evening.
There’s a man you would have adored.”
Smith described Whalen, his Land Rover,
the sand box he had built for the Smith kids,
the time he scrounged four discarded chairs
for the Smith kitchen table, how he helped

build Fort Devens during World War II.
There were others. Bill Macomber. Earl
McKeen. “You name these people,” Smith
said. “God, they’re all dead.”
But they live in Smith’s affections and
memories, which haven’t diminished over
the decades.
“What is it that, when it’s all said and done,
matters?” he said. “ A lot of friends. Because of
the transient nature of students and faculty you
can’t be at a small place and get to know that
number of people any other way on earth. If
you worked at a factory somewhere, you would
tend to know the same people. A college, you
get to meet new people all the time. Where
else can you do that?
“And interesting people. Maybe that’s all
anyone can ever accomplish. I don’t want to
wax philosophical but it’s a comfort to have
been at a place like this. You probably don’t
ever leave it. You probably always have these
ties and these friends.”
It’s a safe bet.
The same week, Barbara Smith sat at a table
by the lunch counter at True’s Pharmacy in
Oakland, near Belgrade where the Smiths live.
She looked back over the decades, said you
don’t expect to ever reach the time where you
talk about retiring, about careers coming to

an end. It’s been a good life, from the mobile
home in Brewer where she and Earl first lived,
to the retirement parties, the reception at the
museum of art.
It was about to end, at least that phase of
her husband’s life, and she was a bit concerned.
“I, personally, think it’s going to be hard,” she
said. She has her friends; they talk and get
together. “Maybe it’s different for a man, to
call people, say, ‘Want to meet for lunch?’”
It may be that Smith won’t have to do all of
the calling. Adams said he would miss having
him as a “very confidential counselor. I can
share things with him and open up to him in
ways that I can’t with others,” he said.
But Adams said he hoped he could continue to “air things out” with the colleague
who knew “when the noise was just loud and
when it was serious.”
Cotter, from his Cambridge office, recalled
the times he would walk into Smith’s office
in Eustis to find the place already full. “Students, coaches, people from town, people I
didn’t recognize that he was counseling about
something,” he said.
Those friendships, like Smith’s ties to
Colby, will live on, he predicted. “My guess is
that people will continue to call Earl forever,”
Cotter said. “And he will always answer.”
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Larissa Taylor follows a route worn by faith
By Robert Gillespie

Larissa Taylor
walks through the foothills
of the French Pyrenees, trekking
toward Santiago de Compostela, the sacred
shrine on the northwest coast of Spain. Her wooden
staff, which may come in handy to fend off the legendary Spanish
dogs, signifies the wood of Christ’s cross. To shield herself from the sun she
wears a brimmed hat, the scallop shell on the front of the crown identifying her as a
soul on pilgrimage.
Parts of the route are rugged. Walking along roads on the plain was easy until she reached the hills, but
from here it’s still several hundred miles to Santiago. For more than a thousand years, thousands of pilgrims
from all over Europe have journeyed along “the shining way” to this holy shrine, in the early centuries
braving many dangers, protected only by a stave and the sacred sign, the scallop shell. St. James’s
first miracle, legend has it, involved saving a scallop fisherman.

thing so “medieval.” A historian of medieval Europe,
Taylor has devoted herself
to completing a book on
pilgrimage comparing the
medieval spiritual mindset
with her own experience
and the experience of others
on pilgrimage today. When
they meet, the pilgrims, like
the pilgrims in Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales, share the
story of their lives.
Those stories will be
shared when the pilgrims
return home. A pilgrimage
is not fully realized until the
pilgrims recount how their
experience changed them
or enriched or disrupted
their lives.
Taylor turns back a few
miles from the Spanish
bor der. Four separ ate
routes, each one hundreds
of miles, wind through
France toward Santiago de
Stops on the pilgrims’ route, above, looking toward
Compostela, and she’s travthe Pyrenees from a village in southwestern
eled them all, though never
France; at right, in St. Jean on the River Nive.
for the two to four months
it takes to walk all the way.
Right now only sheep and cows graze in It’s the process, the going, that matters.
the distance, and Taylor revels in the long
Life, the pilgrims say, is a journey you’re
periods of solitude walking alone. At some always in the middle of.
point she thinks she’ll happen on a group
she met earlier along the route. Some are
s an undergraduate on scholarship at
in their 80s and 90s, some suffer terminal illWellesley, Taylor was drawn to canon
nesses; their bodies flag, their feet hurt. From law, then to Anglican theology under the
Taylor’s small, open backpack—symbolically, tutelage of influential teachers. Divorced at
a pilgrim is open to experience—they may 24, she transferred to Harvard after two years
take out food or water; she may take food or at Wellesley to immerse herself in the study of
water from theirs, signifying dependence on religious history. Initially it was the psychologiothers and on God for sustenance. She also cal aspect of belief that intrigued her.
packs blister cream for ministering to sore
“I found myself getting interested in why
feet. That, too, involves religious symbolism. people believed what they did,” Taylor said,
Taylor savors talking with her fellow back in her Colby office. “I was interested in
pilgrims about their routes, their experiences, why someone would want to be burned at the
their reasons for giving themselves to some- stake, why they’d be willing to die for theologi-

a

cal beliefs—interpretation of the Eucharist or
Lord’s Supper, for instance—or would want to
burn someone at the stake. It made me wonder
about people’s state of mind.”
While she attended Harvard Extension
full time at night she held three jobs at once,
including full-time work in psychiatry at Mass
General Hospital as secretary for a program
helping cancer patients cope with their illness.
With a virtual minor in psychiatry she brought
Freudian analysis to her first publication, an
article on Elizabeth I.
When she graduated in 1981 as Harvard’s
class marshal she still wondered where her
interest in religious history came from.

s

he never liked history in school, hated
the memorization. Doing well in math
“up to calculus,” she wanted to be an astrophysicist or, because she’s a Philadelphia
native and a Flyers and Montreal Expos fan,
a sports writer. “I’m good at writing,” she
said. “I thought I could write about things
like that.” She was told she could write about
ladies’ golf.
One day she picked up Anya Seton’s
Katherine, a historical novel set in 14thcentury England in the reign of Edward III
during and after the plague. As another and
another period novel brought medieval life
alive, she checked the history to see whether
the fiction was accurate. Like the novels,
medieval history came to life.
“Reading that historical novel was a
moment of inspiration. It’s influenced my
teaching since then,” Taylor said. The courses
she teaches at Colby—Western and Central
Europe, High and Late Middle Ages, Renaissance, Reformation, and early modern Europe
religious, cultural and intellectual history—
include historical novels and films. “I want
to get students to experience history, to read
good historical novels,” she said, the kind
that aim to get into the mind of the ordinary
person in the past.
As a graduate student in Reformation
Europe at Brown University, Taylor embarked
on dissertation research in 15th- and 16th-cen-

tury books of published sermons in the Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris and in regional
archives in Dijon and Rouen. The sermons,
full of animal stories and sexuality, surprised
her. “The social commentaries they made, the
humor they injected, were useful pedagogically
for me. It has actually taught me a lot about
teaching,” Taylor said. She’ll use statues, relics,
a pilgrim’s staff or come to class in period costume to get students intrigued and “involved in
a past that’s a mystery.” As far as most of those
long-ago preachers were concerned, she says,
the “perfect” or “ideal” sinner to be brought
back into the fold was a woman who engaged
in prostitution. Taylor had
come to her research with
the notion that all churchmen were misogynistic, but
that’s not true at all, she says.
The preachers said women
attended church and were
more devout than men.
Her every notion of
the medieval church challenged and her curiosity
about medieval prostitution piqued, her interest
turned toward the socalled “harlot saints” like
Mary Magdelene, who
preached to and converted
large groups of men and women in southern
France. Taylor later gave papers on Mary
Magdelene at universities and conferences
but has left off working on her. “I’ve been
going different directions,” she said.
During her two years reading the sermons
of those long-gone male preachers—some 22
of them, whose 1,600-plus sermons are the
material of her first book, Soldiers of Christ:
Preaching in Late Medieval and Reformation
France—she lived among medieval cathedrals
that made the “feel” of medieval religion palpable. Catholicism, she says, intrigued her.
Although Taylor’s parents were non-practicing
Presbyterians and she didn’t know church history, theology or the Bible, she started attending masses. “I was drawn to the beauty of the

services,” she said. “I was going but I didn’t
know why.”
One midday in the mid-’90s, sitting
in the 12th-century Romanesque basilica
in the hilltop town of Vézelay, the site of
Mary Magdalene relics, she “really felt transformed,” Taylor said, by the beauty of the
tympanum sculpture depicting the story of
Christ’s life, the 200-foot long and 60-foot
high nave, the majesty of the gothic choir
that filled with light.
“The light looks as if it’s leading the way
to the altar. It changed my life,” she said. She
began academic work on pilgrimage.

t

he year after graduating from Harvard,
Taylor completed a non-degree program
in theological German at Harvard Divinity
School, then began a secular sort of path as
an “itinerant scholar,” teaching at Wellesley
for four years, Harvard for two, Assumption
for one, MIT for one semester.
In the years since she arrived at Colby in
1994 she has proven herself on various professional boards and has published three books.
Soldiers of Christ was followed by Heresy and
Orthodoxy in Sixteenth-Century Paris: François
Le Picart and the Beginnings of the Catholic
Reformation and the recent Preacher and Audience: Sermons in the Reformation and Early
Modern Period, a book she edited. Recently
she was elected to the Executive Council of

the American Catholic Historical Association.
Her reputation is international.
She was so focused on a professional career,
Taylor says, that when she became ill with
neurosurgical problems in her neck she was
literally laid out flat. In a slough of despond,
she read psalms, which, turning as they do
on life and death issues, proved enormously
comforting. This on the heels of her experience at Vézelay, Taylor says, was the turning
point of her life.
“Where had my study led me? I wanted
something more meaningful,” she said. “I
wanted to write more on spirituality, getting
to know the people in the pilgrimages. I wanted to know
things that have happened
to people and have been
turning points, obstacles
that became challenges.”
She approached Father Phil
Tracy, the Catholic chaplain
at Colby and local parish
priest, who worked with her
on the catechism in her candidacy period. Confirmed,
she took full communion in
April 2000.
Her quick initiation into
the church was “a personal
pilgrimage,” Taylor says.
Associate Professor of Religious Studies
Debra Campbell, remembering the attention her students paid the day Taylor spoke
in her course on the history and culture of the
Catholic Church during the last century, says
the term “pilgrimage” is used widely today “in
the informal sense to refer to an individual’s
spiritual journey.” Taylor’s “journey” and
“conversion,” meshing with her academic
study of pilgrimage, set her steps along the
pilgrim path.
“A pilgrimage is a personal journey,” Taylor
said, “whether a person realizes it or not.”
People go because something in their life is
wrong. They go at a time of crisis—perhaps a
relationship breakup, perhaps a failure of faith,
perhaps the recognition of not living up to

potential, perhaps an emptiness like the “dark
wood” the poet Dante comes to that sends him
on his journey in the “Inferno.” Taylor’s crisis
came by way of her medical experience.
The real journey begins when a person no
longer knows where to turn.
“People talk about finding their way,” she
said. “But it’s not always what you thought
you were looking for. Every pilgrimage is
unique and almost always what you don’t
expect it to be. I can think of no pilgrimage
book I’ve read that doesn’t say that.”

a letting go of attempts to control your life.
At Mont St-Michel, in the Chappelle StAubert, a little chapel reached by a causeway
and totally surrounded by water at high tide,
she sat down to write in her journal. “I wondered why had I come there. I wondered what
was to happen next,” she said. “That’s when I
was inspired to walk in the quicksand—to take
a little risk because of the tides.”
She walked out and quickly felt herself
sinking. People have disappeared in the
quicksand.

In her apartment in Waterville, amid the
modern furniture, hang a Gothic architectural mirror, Gothic sconces, a 16th-century
replica tapestry of Burgundian wine pressing
and several large photographs of Vézelay, all
focused on light shining into the basilica.
Candles stand all about. Cat toys and trees
dominate the little study, “essentially my writing room,” she said, “but mostly my cat’s.” In
the living room a tall bookshelf stores only
cookbooks (“I adore gourmet cooking and
wines,” she said), and the walls of the tiny

On each pilgrimage, you have to expect the unexpected. For some, the
experience can be joyous, life-giving, renewing, but others come away
in disarray, confused, their lives disrupted, asking new questions about
where they are going because they can’t go back to the place they came
from. “You’re not quite the same after,” she said.
Phil Cousineau’s The Art of Pilgrimage,
for instance, is replete with episodes in the
lives of recent pilgrims who embarked on
sacred journeys of regeneration or purification—a dancer to goddess sites, two poets
to reinvigorate their love of literature,
many to “reconfirm the ‘presence’ behind
sacred mysteries.” While all the pilgrims
experienced the same centuries-old pattern
of the sacred journey—the “longing,” the
“call” that beckons a pilgrim onward, the
drama of “departure,” the treading of the
“pilgrim’s way” and beyond into the “labyrinth,” the “arrival” and, finally, coming full
circle, the challenge of “bringing back the
boon”—they also experienced the unexpected. Cousineau calls it “a gift briefly
disguised as a disturbance.”
Taylor said, “You think you know what
you’re doing, only to find yourself on divergent paths, experiencing what you didn’t
expect to experience, not finding the things
you did expect.” A pilgrimage, then, should
be not planning things far ahead; it should be

“It felt like something I might not do in
a safer circumstance. The tide came in like
galloping horses,” she said. It was as if the
rock of faith provided the rock Taylor hopped
onto to save herself.
On each pilgrimage, she says, you have to
expect the unexpected. For some, the experience can be joyous, life-giving, renewing, but
others come away in disarray, confused, their
lives disrupted, asking new questions about
where they are going because they can’t go
back to the place they came from.
“You’re not quite the same after,” she said.

t

aylor walks everywhere. At Harvard, at
night after her job at Mass General, she
walked five miles along the Charles River
rather than take the MBTA. She walks to and
from the Colby campus, she walks downtown
to mass or to shop. She took driver’s education
at the age of 44 along with 15-year-olds and
finally got her license; parallel parking was
easy, but traffic was a trial. “I’ve saved a lot of
lives by not driving,” she said.

kitchen are adorned with posters of French
cheeses, French breads, French wines and
liqueurs and culinary devices for cooking.
At home she turns in a 7 or 8, rises at 4 a.m.,
and makes her big meal of the day at 1 or 2 in
the afternoon, but on pilgrimage she makes
Spartan meals, mostly bread and cheese, and
puts up in budget hotels. What with her cervical spine problems, her everyday walking and
walking on pilgrimages—usually eight to 10
days each and as much as 20 miles a day on
her eight different journeys so far—she says
she has “lost many dress sizes.”
Taylor has traveled by bus, taxi and
train as well as shank’s mare on pilgrimage
and doubts that walkers are the only true
pilgrims. At Lourdes she stopped in a shop,
explaining her health problems when the
proprietor asked why she was there. The
woman told her, “It’s the intention, not
whether you walk or not that makes a true
pilgrim,” Taylor said.
Taylor’s intention is to get her feet on
the ground.

A map distributed to pilgrims who
“Historians are attracted to place,” she said.
“Being on that ground, feeling what happened
there, feeling history as living lends to passion
in teaching about it. You feel the place you
work on. You feel inspiration for your work.”
Most comfortable traveling alone in the
countryside, she exults in the chance to take
it all in, delights in the sheep and cows on the
route, even one of those vicious Spanish dogs
she was told to watch for. “He was fine,” she
said. “For me, religion is also seeing creation
in everything—my cat, the leaves, the beauty
of nature.”
The great blessing of journeying alone
on pilgrimage, she says, is chancing upon
generosity.
She speaks of complete strangers at hotels
going out of their way to help, calling ahead
for her to all sorts of places to hire cabs whose
drivers tell her stories, give little tours and
often charge her nothing to go long distances.
French bus drivers offer “petit detours” off
their routes to show her medieval sites.

pilgrimage, saints and
shrines, the pilgrim’s
motives for going on pilgrimage, the change that
transpires in the pilgrim
heart. Whether we travel
a route to a holy shrine
halfway around the world
or out to our own backyard, we may look on
each day as a pilgrimage.
Do something however
small every day, she says.
It’s “the very little, ordinary things” we do or that
are done for us rather
than grand gestures for
good or ill that give a
soul fresh life.
At a time when religion
is generally not in fashion
on college campuses across
the country, she talks about
her religious beliefs in her
trek through the border region of Navarra, Spain.
classes, not embarrassed,
Seeing the crucifix she wears, people initiate she says, to be an academic who, through
conversations that transform into informal research, became religious.
interviews about life experiences. Fluent in
When she spoke two years ago in Debra
French, she’s exchanged reasons for existence Campbell’s course, “The students were faswith an ancient woman at a bus stop. On the cinated,” Campbell said, “to discover that a
bus after an hour-long conversation, Taylor woman who had been out in the world and
said, “She held her hand against my cheek experienced many things would become a
and said, ‘You’re a good woman.’ It felt like Catholic in early middle age. It gave them
a blessing.”
a whole new perspective on Catholicism.”
“People are forthcoming. I’ve found people Students said to Taylor, “Someone your age,
will talk about spiritual yearnings as often as a professor, saying why you wanted to become
not,” she said. “It’s the contact with people, the a Catholic! It’s nice to have a professor say, ‘I
talking, that seems to make the connection I’m believe in God.’”
dwelling on. . . .”
“I don’t know why I came to this par“I was very much the hermit, Taylor said. “I ticular path,” Taylor said. “My own belief
found myself through this process. I’m becom- is, we experience what we need to, where
ing more community involved. I got involved we need to, at a time we need to. But the
with people.”
idea that each thing that happens to us for
She can be found “bringing back the good or ill is part of that journey, and how
boon,” giving talks to the Newman Club we act in response or don’t act can make
and other groups on campus or speaking all the difference.”
with local church gatherings, sharing her
Life, the pilgrims say, is a journey you’re
experience and her academic research on always in the middle of.
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Endless Summer

By Ernie Clark
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Baseball writer Larry Rocca chronicles America’s game

Larry Rocca ’90 was cut twice from the Colby baseball team but
still made it to the big leagues.
Rocca spends his days and nights in major league ballparks, in the
company of the Boys of Summer. They carry bats and gloves; Rocca
settles for a notebook and laptop but still performs every week for an
audience in the hundreds of thousands.
As Major League Baseball columnist for the 407,000-circulation
Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger, 35-year-old Rocca keeps his eyes trained
on New York teams and on any other baseball topic that piques
his interest. In a recent column he explored the Red Sox and
their karma versus the Yankees (it was good) and the need for
action to prevent an epidemic of steroid-induced health problems
among ballplayers.
The columnist job is a big change from the five years Rocca spent
as a beat reporter covering the Yankees and Mets—a job that could
be more competitive than the play on the field. Rocca watched from
the press box and the locker room as the Yankees won three straight
World Series from 1998 to 2000. The Yankees beat writer for Newsday,
Rocca had an insider’s view of the Bronx Bombers and imperious
team owner George Steinbrenner. Rocca didn’t like what he saw. “I
hated covering them,” he said. “You’d see things, the way they treated
other people. It just wasn’t fun.”
Rocca returned to The Star-Ledger in March 2001 for his second
stint as the Mets beat writer. “The Mets were the best group of guys to
work with,” he said. “[Mike] Piazza is by far the player I have the best
relationship with. Most stars don’t give out their private numbers, but I
have his cell and home and parents’ number and everything.”
Most player-reporter relationships don’t develop that level of
accessibility. “Most of the good players are extremely focused and
self-absorbed,” Rocca said. “Many of the best players are suspicious.
The clubhouse has a very macho atmosphere but players are also very
childish and sensitive to criticism. They are crazily sensitive.
“Players are also very cliquish. The baseball clubhouse is a culture
unto itself and players immediately detect outsiders. As a reporter, it
takes time to learn to walk the walk and talk the talk in the clubhouse
and there is a definite initiation period for reporters. It sounds
crazy, but the baseball clubhouse would make a great place for an
anthropological study.”
Rocca covered the Mets in 1997 and early 1998 for The Star-Ledger
before moving to Newsday and the Yankees. He got his beat-writing
indoctrination covering the California Angels and the Los Angeles
Dodgers for the Orange County Register in the mid-1990s.
Wherever he’s worked, he’s had plenty of company, particularly
in New York. Eight daily newspapers cover the Yankees; seven cover
the Mets. There are radio and TV reporters, reporters for Internet
sites—and all of them want the scoop.
“It’s a very weird dynamic,” Rocca said. “When a baseball player
goes to work he’s with people who are on the same team. But when
you’re a [baseball] writer, most of the people you’re working with are
the people you’re competing against. You’re constantly traveling with

your competition. I can’t really think of anything like it except being a
pro golfer, but even they have their caddies with them.”
And when Rocca talks about traveling, he knows of what he speaks.
One hundred thousand air miles a year have made him an expert on
everything from hotel cuisine to packing for road trips that may last as
long as two weeks. “Most guys stay in Marriotts; I’m a Starwood guy,”
he said. “I’ve earned over a million frequent flier miles in my career; I
have platinum everything for frequent flier and hotel miles.”
While reporters sometimes travel together, they almost never
share accommodations with the teams they cover, a marked change
from earlier generations of baseball. Traveling with a team wouldn’t
work for another reason. “We’re just starting to write as the players
leave for the airport,” Rocca said
The challenges he faces daily: writing to deadlines measured in
minutes rather than in days, gaining access to the teams and players
he covers, fighting the fatigue inherent in rushing from airport to
hotel and hotel to airport. The bottom line, however, is being right
and being first. “When you’re a beat writer, if you don’t get the
story and somebody else does, you’ve lost,” he said. “It’s like you’re
constantly being graded on a reverse curve. You don’t get a perfect
score unless the other guys get a worse score.”
But Rocca has had his scoops: the impending firing of Mets
General Manager Joe McIlvaine in 1996; the intracity trade of David
Justice from the Yankees to the Mets for Robin Ventura; and the Mets’
acquisition of Roberto Alomar from the Cleveland Indians, a deal
consummated at last winter’s meetings in Boston.
When he’s not at the ballpark, Rocca works the phone from his
apartment on Manhattan’s upper east side. Since there is almost
always a home game in the city (the Yankees are usually home when
the Mets are away and vice versa) he often takes the subway to the
ballpark. “But I did go to Boston for two games, I was in San Diego to
catch up with Barry Bonds last week, and I went to Oakland to write a
story before Jason Giambi’s return there. I probably go to four games
a week, which is not really any less than as a beat guy.”
Rocca says he wouldn’t miss being at the ballpark for anything in the
world. He was on hand when the Mets (with their New York skyline
team logo) played Atlanta last Sept. 21. The evening began with a
tribute to the World Trade Center victims and later featured a 21-gun
salute, Diana Ross singing “God Bless America” and Liza Minnelli
performing “New York, New York.” And when Piazza struck perhaps
the most recuperative blow of that night, a game-winning home run, it
seemed symbolic of the city’s determination to bounce back.
“There are times you wonder why baseball creates so much anxiety
and stress in you as a writer, because in the grand scale of things it
can seem so frivolous,” Rocca said. “But then I think about that game
and how the people of New York needed it, how it provided them an
escape. It gave people something else to think about, and when Piazza
hit the home run to win it was just electrifying.”
To see Larry Rocca’s column, “On Baseball,” go to www.nj.com/columns/
ledger/rocca/

Larry Rocca in the press box at Shea Stadium for the “Subway Series” during the interleague play in June.
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From the Hill on campus

Farewell

to Five

brad mundy

Brad Mundy’s chemistry students
wanted him to do something weird
in his last Colby class. “They said,
‘What are they going to do? Fire
you?’” Mundy said after the class
ended. So what did he do?
“I taught,” Mundy said. “You
don’t want to waste an hour of good
teaching time.”
He didn’t waste many hours in
his decade at Colby, a mid-career
change of venue from Montana
State University. Mundy arrived with research interests and projects
in hand and immediately put Colby students to work. “I don’t separate
my research from what my students do,” he said. “If it’s a good program,
students will add to the intellectual process and growth.”
They have, working this year to synthesize a compound sent out
by a particular type of fungus as it breaks down cellulose. The project, undertaken at the request of University of Maine wood-science
researchers, was completed this semester. “The students had one of
those grins from ear to ear,” Mundy said.
He has kept students working and learning—and grinning. He
arrived with graduate-school level expectations and wasn’t disappointed.
“Intellectual questions that are being asked are high-level questions,

bruce fowles

As he read the last 34 exams of his teaching
career, Associate Professor of Biology Bruce
Fowles estimated that he’d graded more than
15,000 tests during his 34 years at Colby.
“They’re doing an honest effort to show
what they know,” he said of his students in
Biology of Vascular Plants. “I tell them, ‘You
can do science. I’ll tell you how to succeed.’
It’s my job to get it across.”
It’s been Fowles’s job since 1967, when
Colby’s Biology Department had five faculty
members. The department has grown to
four plant and seven animal biologists and
several teaching associates. But not much has
changed in the process of teaching biology,
says Fowles, who taught the introductory
course for 16 years as well as Plant Physiol-
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Longstaff, Brancaccio, Mundy, Fowles and Parker
leave Colby—and a word of advice
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for all my colleagues,” he said. “These kids aren’t getting shortchanged
on the quality of work at all. This is really good stuff.”
He posted no set office hours but told students he’d be in the office
or lab from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. If they caught him, they had him. As a 10year resident of the dorms with his wife, Margaret, Mundy answered
e-mails from students into the evening. “Some of them I send more
messages than their parents do,” he said.
Every Sunday night the Mundys opened their apartment to students.
Margaret, who also headed the Quilting Club, prepared cookies and
snacks. If students were having a party, they warned the Mundys and
told them to knock if music was too loud. “I think they’re afraid they’ll
give us a heart attack,” Mundy said.
The Mundys had been weighing staying in Maine or moving
back to Bozeman. But at the annual trustee-faculty dinner before
commencement, a spontaneous cheer erupted when Mundy
announced, “Last night Margaret called our daughter [in Montana] and said ‘sell the furniture, then sell the house.’” Mundy has
several textbooks under contract but also was considering trying
a fiction-writing course.
One thing he is not going to do, he said, is direct the Chemistry Department from retirement. He did have one piece of parting
advice: “A department isn’t good because it has every bell and whistle.
A department is good because it’s got good people. If you lose track of
the people, you lose track of the game.”

ogy, Plant Taxonomy, Biology of Fungi, Algae and
Mosses, and Heredity and
Evolution, a course he instituted for non-majors. The
material has changed, however, as knowledge in plant
physiology doubled every
two-and-a-half years.
“What we know today is
completely different from what
was taught thirty years ago,”
Fowles said. “DNA work was just coming along
when I was an undergrad. That’s changed things.”
Biology now involves computers and Microsoft PowerPoint presentations. Dependence
on technology is a model of every other change

on the campus, he says.
Fowles used to stand in line
in the basement of Lovejoy
to work at a computer;
today, the Mac on his desk is
more powerful than the first
computer at the College.
But Fowles says he’s always
been comfortable with chalk
and a blackboard.
“I just hope we don’t lose
the art of good lectures,” he
said. “Kids come here to learn. Anything that
gets people away from teaching isn’t good,
whether it’s research or publication or community service. You’ve got to know who your
students are.”

pat brancaccio

When Patrick Brancaccio,
the John and Caroline Zacamy
Professor of English, looked
back over 39 years in Colby’s
English Department, he said,
“The thing that I’m proudest
of is having a role in developing the black studies program
and heading it up for the first
twelve years.” But Brancaccio
might have made plenty of
other choices, as he also played roles in the
development of performing arts as an independent department and creative writing as a minor
and directed or chaired a half dozen academic
programs, departments and divisions.
Even at that his work wasn’t limited to
Mayflower Hill. He spent a year at the University of Madagascar as a Fulbright lecturer,
directed Colby in London for four years, spent
sabbatical years in Italy.
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frances parker

Brancaccio’s intellectual
pursuits are as wide-ranging
as his work experience—from
the quintessentially American
(he was a founding member
of the Nathaniel Hawthorne
Society) to a subspecialty in
the literature of Africa. And
as he retires from teaching,
the first project on his to-do
list is completion of an Italian-to-English translation of essays and film
reviews called “Love Letters to the Cinema.”
Brancaccio acknowledges that he was an
unlikely African-American studies pioneer.
As a Ph.D. candidate at Rutgers in the early
1960s, he couldn’t make ends meet as a teaching
assistant so he augmented his income substitute
teaching. In the public schools of the BedfordStuyvesant neighborhood of New York he got
to know African-American students and talked

“The thing about libraries,” said Frances Parker, is that “people think
of them as historical holding tanks. That’s one function. But you have to
have the modern materials. It’s essential to keep the library up to date.”
From 1974 until her retirement in May as assistant director of public services, Parker kept up with technological advances that boosted
Miller Library rung after rung.
In the 1980s she advocated adoption of CD-ROMs, which expedited indexing. In 1989 she chaired the committee that championed
replacing the card catalogue with an automated system for acquisitions,
cataloguing and circulation. And she labored long on the Colby, Bates
and Bowdoin shared online catalog that evolved in the ’90s. When she
learned to write Web pages in 1994, she was, she said, one of three or
four people “in on the beginning of the Web at Colby.”
For the library, the Web was a tool to get at information. And getting at information, Parker says, is more interesting and challenging
now than it was 28 years ago.
“The whole point is, where do
you go to find it,” she said.
“Good students were absolutely
determined to find what they were
looking for,” she said. As a reference
librarian—her favorite part of the
job—she helped students formulate
“a lot of weird but wonderful questions” to end up with one question
that had an answer. “They wouldn’t
believe that something didn’t exist.
They’re go-getters. They made us stretch,” she said.
In terms of growth and change, Colby’s library is right where it
needs to be, Parker says.
“If librarians did everything today as they did in 1974, we wouldn’t
have Internet information, we’d still be going through the Readers’
Guide,” she said. “It’s been a remarkable time to be a librarian.”

literature with the young African-American
teachers. He learned about black authors who
had not drawn the attention of mainstream
American letters—Malcolm X before he published his autobiography, for example.
He also learned about teaching. “I learned
survival techniques—not to be a tough guy, but
to teach,” he said. “Everyone wants to learn.”
At Colby his interest in black literature was
the tinder, and his first encounter with the late
history professor Jack Foner provided the spark.
“This was one of the great things of my life,”
he said. Together the pair offered one of the
richest programs in African-American studies
in the country at the time, and their friendship
endured for three decades, until Foner’s death
two years ago.
With one last batch of finals to grade, Brancaccio was asked if he had regrets. “Not really
regrets,” he said, “It’s [just] that there are a lot
of exciting things that are going on here.”

tom longstaff

Crawford Family Professor
of Religious Studies Thomas
Longstaff, a Biblical scholar and
archaeologist, thinks the current
emphasis on academic research is
good for both faculty and students.
And he has this to say about those
who disagree: “They would have
been one of the really great minds
of the nineteenth century.”
Longstaff’s progressive attitude
might seem at odds with his background in things archaic, but he chaired the committee on academic
computing and his research interests include new technology use in his
fields. Faculty research “was desirable when I came here. It is necessary
now,” said Longstaff, who arrived at Colby in 1969 and retired in May.
Longstaff serves as associate director of archaeological excavations
at Sepphoris, Israel, in addition to his classroom teaching and Biblical
research. “I want among my colleagues people who care about being
good at what they do and who are willing to expose their ideas to the
criticism of others and to make contributions to their field,” he said.
As Colby’s faculty has evolved, so has the student body, Longstaff said.
Students arrive at Colby knowing a whole lot more about the world,
the sciences and languages than their predecessors did. Still, Longstaff
wants students to realize there is more to life than grade point averages.
“The best students are the ones who have a life,” he said.
Longstaff believes the College ultimately has progressed in the right
directions. The most important challenges he still sees are diversifying the student body and faculty to make Colby more welcoming for
minorities and dealing with social problems like alcohol abuse.
However, he does not succumb to the temptation to offer unsolicited counsel to his peers. “I think the best thing I would want to say
is ‘I trust you,’” Longstaff said.
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wit & wisdom
“When we talk about the nature of our
culture as a melting pot, I think we’re
moving towards a purée, not a stew. We live
in a culture where there are more shopping
malls than high schools, and I want my
children living in a melting pot.”
Activist and vice presidential candidate Winona
LaDuke in a lecture at Colby April 25.
“The truth is, this is not a huge market.
Opening up Cuba could be significant for
some individual companies and farmers.
But it would not have a major impact on
the American economy as a whole.”
Ken Rodman (government) in a May 22
Investors Business Daily story on the economic
effect of lifting U.S. economic sanctions
on Cuba.
“First impressions aside, Mundy’s talk
was tremendous.”
Whitney King (chemistry) after describing
colleague Brad Mundy’s enormous “Bozeman”
belt buckle and the cowboy boots he wore when
he came as a candidate for a position
in chemistry.

“It’s just unbelievable, some of the
behaviors. I’m not saying all the lawyers; I
would say . . . 15 percent of your lawyers
are kind of out of control. But a lot of the
skills you learn as a third-grade teacher you
can apply to lawyers. So the answer is ‘yes.’
And time out? Yes. We do time outs a lot.”
Federal District Court Judge Ann Claire
Williams, recipient of the second Morton Brody
Distinguished Judicial Award (and a third grade
teacher before she took up the law), answering a
question from Marilyn Mavrinac (education
emerita) on similarities between teaching third
grade and running a courtroom.
“I hope that isn’t symbolic. The president
starts talking about the future and
the lights go out.”

“Sometimes the student body is criticized
for being apathetic, but such turnout
demonstrates that students and student
leaders alike are committed to bettering
the student government.”
Jennifer Coughlin ’02, Student Government
Association president commending student
turnout at an SGA meeting regarding revisions
to the SGA constitution.
“You will hear over and over again that
people were tiny 200 years ago, and that
comes from the surviving clothing. I’ll be
the first to tell you that it’s not true. The
reason the clothing we have today has
survived is because it was too small for its
owners and never wore out.”

President Bro Adams at an all-staff retreat
on campus June 11, after an electrical problem
caused lights to go off temporarily in the tent
where staff had assembled on Dana lawn.

Edward Maeder, curator of textiles at Historic
Deerfield (Mass.), speaking at Colby April 22.

“Smallpox is probably the most dangerous
bioweapon around right now, it is easy to
make, and the former Soviet Union holds
large quantities of it in its laboratories.”

“The simple answer to ‘why trust in
government rose’ is the rally-round-the-flag
effect: We love government more when
government is threatened. But that’s like
desert rain. It evaporates very quickly.”

David Shlaes, vice president of infectious disease
research at Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, during a
lecture titled “The National Response
to Bioterrorism” April 8.

Cal Mackenzie (government) quoted in the
May 31 Washington Post.

Marks of Distinction
Colby in print got a new look this spring when the College introduced an
updated seal and a new logotype. The new marks, shown here, will be featured
on stationery, publications, the Colby Web site, campus vehicles, lecterns
and bookstore merchandise from notebooks to glassware to apparel.
“Institutions periodically review and update their identity marks, and it
had been almost 20 years since Colby last revised the College seal—that’s
when the first English-language version was introduced,” Director of Communications Stephen Collins ’74 said.
As the College took stock of itself through the strategic planning process,
it hired the Massachusetts design firm Corey McPherson Nash to take stock
of its graphic image and to work on a formal graphic identity system. The
primary goal was to create a consistent look wherever the identity may be
applied and therefore to raise the visibility of the College and improve the
recognition, primarily with prospective students and their parents.
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The two main elements of the identity are a crisper version of the
starburst seal and a new logotype (how “Colby” appears alone). A new
stationery system was introduced, and official typefaces were specified for
Colby publications and correspondence. The changeover is expected to be
well along by the time students return to campus in the fall, though some
elements, like campus signage, will take longer to convert.

Common Language for Uncommon Understanding
The show was a drag—but the
packed house in the Page Commons
room couldn’t get enough.
An evening at Cotter Union in
May was devoted to cross-dressed
performers and recitation of sobering statistics about discrimination
against queer people in the U.S. The
audience of students, faculty and
administrators gave an enthusiastic
thumbs-up to the show. Organizers
and performers also were praised
by the guest of honor, President
Bro Adams, for “connect[ing] their
intellectual lives and interests with
social and cultural life in a serious
but also inviting way.”
The show was a success, but like
most public triumphs it was the culmination of considerable behind-the-scenes work
and, in this case, discomfiting discussion.
This was the splashiest of the socialaction projects carried out by students in a
new course, Alternative Popular Cultures,
first offered this spring. The course was
prompted by requests from students who
wanted to investigate queer studies—who
wanted a course that would look at society
“through the lens of queer culture.”
They asked Professor Margaret McFadden
to teach the course, and she agreed, though
her expertise is in the study of gender or race
as represented in mainstream culture, especially movies and television. Queer studies, a
relatively new field, presented personally and
culturally challenging issues, the class found.
In fact, the issues are so challenging that the
students and their professor spent considerable time talking to each other about how they
would talk to each other. “We really had to
work together as a class . . . to find a common
language,” said Lizzie Parks ’03.
One of the first steps, students said, was
to introduce the word “queer,” an umbrella
term that helped ease the anxiety of identity
politics. “Queer,” according to McFadden,
describes “anyone who chafes under the
current arrangement of gender and sexuality
norms in this culture.”

But even after becoming versed in the
phraseology of queer culture, it was slow
going. “It was pretty disappointing initially
because the entire point of the class is queer
life, queer history, queer visibility for queer
people,” Parks said. “It is not how dominant
culture will respond to gay disco or whatever.
A large percentage of the class kept turning it
around on themselves, putting their position in
the center, [and] it was silencing the conversation that needed to take place.”
The class, said Julie Land ’04, “needed
loosening up.” Students turned to less formal
gatherings, like baking cookies and “crazy hat
day” as an antidote to inhibition in the classroom itself. “I never anticipated that I would
need to establish connections outside of the
classroom,” said Ellie Berlin ’02. “It’s one
of the hardest classes to get personal and to
open yourself [in], but it’s the most necessary.
Knowing that other people are there [because]
they’re interested—that’s the thing that links
us. It makes it easier to share your opinions.”
So the collection of international students
and football players, straight and queer students, began to gel. Land said what emerged
was “a community in itself,” which approached
its next challenge—raising queer visibility at
Colby—with vigor.
The drag show—featuring McFadden

in Dorothy’s ruby red slippers
and Land and Jaime Muehl ’02 as
tuxedoed emcees—was followed
by a rally for victims of gay-oriented assault. That event gathered
protesters at the flagpole in Miller
Quad; a rainbow flag was flown at
half-mast. A forum a few weeks later
invited students to come and discuss
whether by raising the rainbow flag
activists had gone too far.
One of the creators of the forum,
Mike Meloski ’02, said the event was
aimed at bringing new voices into
the discussion. “I think a lot of the
campus feels like the same people
are always talking about the issue.
So with two queer people and two
straight people [running it] we get a
different crowd.”
While she declares that the bottom line is
that “we’re all homophobic,” Parks, another
organizer of the forum, said the challenge is
to understand our homophobia and work
through it as a class and as individuals, to
address each person’s internalized homophobia and create a better atmosphere on the
Colby campus.
The momentum generated likely will
continue into the future. Students and faculty are exploring the possibility of creating a
gay and lesbian alumni association, and hope
to gauge the interest of the alumni body in
such an undertaking. This fall the course
will be offered again. And while it’s already
over-enrolled, to some students that is not
enough. “If everyone took this class, it would
be a different campus. . . . This class matters,”
said Berlin. “If I had taken this class freshman
year, I would have felt comfortable going to
Bridge meetings and establishing myself as
an ally. . . . That’s the way change is going to
happen—straight kids and everybody leaving
their comfort zones, going to meetings, opening themselves up.”
If everyone thought in those terms,
Berlin said, Colby would be a safer place.
“Not just for queer students,” she said, “but
for everybody.” —Leila Porteous ’02
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From the Hill faculty

A Long Path

Virginia Long’s career leads from rafters to the laboratory

V

irginia Long was a carpenter with a bachelor’s degree
in religion, adept at framing, siding, roofing, interior
trim. This was in Chapel Hill, N.C., and Long worked
outdoors year-round as her co-op contracting company
built houses and did renovations.
And then she decided she didn’t want to do carpentry.
She didn’t want to work outside in the winter. “I thought
about what I wanted to do,” she said. “I thought about
sign language, actually. I’d learned a little of that.”
But as Long mulled her future more, it hit her. “Physics
was like a lightbulb going off in my head,” she said.
An unlikely lightbulb. Long had taken only one physics
course in her life, and that was in high school, and she hadn’t
even liked the class. But physics came back into her life.
“It was because I read books for lay people about physics, just for my own entertainment,” she said. “The Dancing
Wu Li Masters is one. The Tao of Physics. And then, even
more than those, I read Ursula LeGuin.”
Long laughed, shook her head.
“This will be embarrassing to admit. In almost all of
her books a theoretical physicist is the hero. . . . That’s
the hero I wanted to be, I guess. But there was this other flip side of
it. It was so cool to figure out the laws of the universe. I also thought,
well, I won’t have to wear nylons to work. Or learn to type. . . . It was
because I didn’t want to work for somebody else in an office.”
Long has an office now, in the Mudd Building. In her second year
at Colby, she doesn’t work for somebody else, unless, of course, it’s the
College and her students. Her carpentry tools are home, she doesn’t
miss house building, and last semester she was enjoying herself more
and more in the classroom. Long still is on the path she chose, though
it’s been a long and sometimes daunting one.
She had to start from scratch. For three years she took undergraduate physics at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She
retook undergraduate math, sitting in classrooms with students 10
years younger. When her undergraduate requirements were fulfilled,
Long kept going.
In the Ph.D. program at Chapel Hill, she considered nuclear physics
but eventually settled on solid state physics, the study of materials that
are solid as opposed to molecules in a gaseous or liquid state. Long did
three years of post-doctoral research at the State University of New
York at Binghamton and has continued her research at Colby. She wrote
and had accepted a National Science Foundation grant before arriving
at Colby. With matching funds from the College, the grant allowed for
purchase of a spectrometer, “a very excellent one,” Long said.
She studies fullerines, Carbon 60 arranged in a very symmetric
cage, different from diamond or graphite. “It looks kind of like soot,”
Long said. Fullerines can be combined with polymers to make a thin
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film. Though there are potential uses in photovoltaic cells and other
technology, Long is less interested in studying applications than in
how the C60 molecules interact with the polymer chain.
The interactions are hinted at in the vibrations of the molecule.
Long’s work involves study of the vibrations through spectroscopy,
but these days her work mostly revolves around her students.
As a junior faculty member, Long is frank about the learning process—both hers and her students’. Most of her teaching experience
had been in discussion groups, and large-class lectures in introductory
courses were “a huge leap,” she said. “It was partly the material, getting
back up to speed on the material and having it at my fingertips enough
to answer questions. . . . I think I’m finally getting more relaxed in the
classroom, having more fun. I still know it’s a huge amount of work.
Even my weekends are pretty much full, preparing for classes.”
During the summer the load lightens enough so Long only works a
normal work day, which leaves time for running, birding (she recounts
with delight her sighting of a scarce cerulean warbler in Perkins Arboretum), hiking and gardening (she loves to raise vegetables). But becoming
a better teacher, like learning to build a house, takes time. Unlike a
construction project, the process never ends.
“Even though I have improved and I’m having more fun and my
students probably are having more fun, I still have a ways to go,” she said.
“It’s not a short process, in my experience, to learn to do it well.”
And building houses? Long says she doesn’t miss it. “I do miss
being strong enough,” she said. “I just started working out in the
gym.”—Gerry Boyle ’78

how we teach
At first glance, it appeared to be a campus
tour. But the “tour guide,” gesturing toward the
Mudd Science Building, was Colby staff architect
Joe Feely. The discussion was of variations on
Georgian-style architecture, the symmetry of
Beaux Arts campus plans, whether buildings are
aesthetically “successful.”
The class was Philosophy and Art (Philosophy
298) taught by Bob McArthur, Christian A. Johnson
Professor of Integrative Liberal Learning. McArthur
was there, surveying cornices and porticoes with
the rest of the group, but he had stepped off to
one side as yet another guest lecturer helped
students see an artist’s perspective.
Feely’s presentation on campus design followed Tina Wentzel (theater and dance) on the
nature of dance. Pianist Cheryl Tschanz Newkirk,

(music) who has played Carnegie Hall, among
many other venues, spoke to the class about
why performers perform. Jon Hallstrom (music),
who conducts, composes and teaches computer
music at Colby and Juilliard, spoke on what composers do.
For many students it was a broadening experience. “I never even recognized [computer music]
as an art form,” said Russ Casper ’02.
He does now, and like other students in the
class, he views art from a different perspective.
The course moved from Chinese ceramics to the
Colby College Museum of Art to Kant, from Plato
to Versailles to Andy Warhol. In addition to viewing art and meeting artists, students designed a
memorial of the September 11 terrorist attacks.
Submissions ranged from a structure that floated
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Seniors Award Tie
After Student Government Association clerks counted and recounted
hundreds of ballots cast by seniors for the 2002 Charles Bassett Teaching
Award, they declared a tie. Who better to be in such a problematic vote
than elections expert Government Professor Tony Corrado, who finished
in a dead heat with Assistant Professor of Chemistry Das Thamattoor?
The winners addressed an audience in Lorimer Chapel on May 2.
Thamattoor, sporting the Red Sox cap presented to him by the seniors,
said he was honored, thrilled, excited—and puzzled—by the award. “You
see, I teach organic chemistry,” he said, describing it as a subject generally
avoided by students.
Organic chemistry plays a role in cars, houses and food, he said. It also
allows terrorists to make bombs out of the same stuff that grows crops.
Organic chemistry can have a hand in the poisoning of food, environmental
damage and drug abuse, but September 11 underscored the importance of
the anthrax vaccine. “How can we not learn more about science?” he asked.
“It’s part of the intellectual equipment of an educated person.”
Make choices, make a difference, Thamattoor counseled graduating
seniors. “The dedication, passion and talent shown here [at Colby] will
keep you in good stead. It’s up to you.”
When Corrado spoke he offered lessons learned from campaign finance
reform work. “Always be willing to challenge conventional wisdom,” he
said, stressing that “individuals can make a difference.” Dozens of his Colby
students researched thousands of political commercials to debunk the arguments made by opponents of campaign finance reform, he said, adding that
this work, done at Colby, paid off when reforms were enacted.
“It really does make a difference who serves in office,” Corrado told
the seniors. Stay educated about issues, bring about dialogue in the political process, then vote, he said. The 2000 presidential election was a good
indication that everyone’s ballot is important, he said, going on to offer an
even better example: “One more vote to Das, and you wouldn’t have had to
listen to all this.”

in Johnson Pond to a grove of apple trees that
would bear fruit every September.
Students’ assessments of their peers’ work was
influenced by the course itself. “We learned to look
at art in terms of an artist’s intention rather than
just our own impressions,” said Katy Bruski ’02.
She and friend Jennifer Coughlin ’02 said the class
spilled over into dorms and cafeterias. “We’ve had
some heated discussions about what is art and
what isn’t,” Coughlin said.
McArthur, meanwhile, said it was the students
who raised the quality of the discussion beyond his
expectations. “It was breathtaking. It was unlike
anything I’ve ever experienced as a teacher,” he
said. “I’ve been amazed. They’ve taken this class
to the next level.”

Stuff R.E.S.C.U.E.d
	Every May students
face the puzzle of fitting an entire dorm
room’s wor th of
clothes, housewares and even
furniture into
the tr unk and
backseat of the
family car. Too
often the lastminute rush leaves
officials at colleges
throughout the
country with their
own puzzle—how to
deal with dumpsters
overflowing with good, albeit used, stuff.
To keep salvageable items from going to the landfill this year, students, faculty and staff at Colby formed RESCUE (Recycle Everything!
Save Colby’s Usable Excess) and set up drop-off sites and orange
collection boxes in every residence hall. Then, after students had
moved out, volunteers sorted through clothing, school supplies, rugs
and furniture.
Dale DeBlois (PPD), one of the co-chairs of the initiative, reported
that some of the materials were distributed to area nonprofits in May
and June, and there’s a tractor-trailer load of yard-sale material that
will be offered to students, staff, faculty and townspeople next fall,
with proceeds to offset some of the cost of the RESCUE program.
More than 3,000 pieces of clothing were RESCUEd, and only 4 percent of them had to be discarded, DeBlois said. Some 150 rugs and
carpets also were salvaged. Fifteen employees and about a dozen
students participated in the effort.
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From the Hill students

Staged and
Screened

For Noah Charney, Colby was a
treasure trove of opportunities

N

oah Charney ’02 is a film buff. More
broadly he’s a performance junkie, whether
it’s film, stage or rock n’ roll. But during his
first year at Colby he attended a screening
of the film The Usual Suspects that Professor
David Lubin organized, and he was struck by
the discussion afterward and the response of
the students: “They really just loved it.”
Charney was so enthusiastic that, with a
little urging from Lubin, he started a weekly
series in which a professor would introduce a
film, often a classic, and perhaps stick around
to moderate a discussion afterward. Lubin
departed that summer (for another position),
but Charney’s Colby Film Society thrived. And
though Charney graduated in May, the society
will endure, since two members of the Class
of ’05, Hannah Emery and Aaron Charniak,
have stepped up to run it next year.
Charney was one of those students intent on
wringing everything possible out of four years
at Colby, but he was unusual in the purposeful
way he approached that mission. “When I first
looked at Colby, I went to three classes,” he
said. So did his mother, so did his father. That
was the beginning of Charney’s research. It
continued as he listened to his peers. “By the
end of freshman year, so many
friends had said, ‘Oh my god,
you’ve got to take . . .’”
Charney did.
“I had this checklist of professors I wanted to have before
I finished, and I actually got
all the way through it—Larissa Taylor [history] was the
last,” he said. In order to
check Taylor off, he took four
courses for credit and audited
two more during his last
semester. His parents stayed
involved in his undergraduate studies through Charney’s
four years at Colby; his father,
James Charney, reported just
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before commencement that he had attended at
least one class with each professor Noah had
at Colby. “One hundred percent,” he said.
Both parents, James and Diane of New
Haven, Conn., said they were pleasantly
astonished by the ways that Colby students
engage with faculty members outside the
classroom—informally as Noah did as well as
through programs like the residence-hall book
seminars and “Take a Professor to Lunch.”
But Charney’s quest hasn’t been limited
to course work. “I think you can learn so
much from them outside the classroom that
I’m always looking for opportunities to meet
with faculty members. . . . One of the reasons
I chose Colby was that it was an environment
that was really conducive to that, and professors were here because they like interacting
with students and teaching. . . . I go to professors’ houses for dinner, we go to lunch, we go
to the pub. That’s one of my favorite things
about it.”
By recruiting popular faculty members to
introduce Film Society events he’s learned that
many professors have their own “cult followings,” and the films are a way for students and
faculty from different departments to cross-

pollinate intellectually.
He’s had a similar experience with his
interest in theater. In four years he has been
involved in more than a dozen plays, including
performances or readings of a half-dozen of
his own original scripts. And though none of
them has been a formal Theater and Dance
Department production, Charney has drawn
the faculty from that department into his
projects and collaborated with them on others.
One of his plays, “Breakfast with Magritte,”
which was produced at Colby a year and a
half ago, recently won the national Horizons
South Young Playwrights Contest, earning the
young playwright a trip to Atlanta for a drama
symposium in June.
Then there’s his band, The Jump Into (“A
band from Waterville, ME, playing original
rock music with a punk and emo influence,”
according to www.geocities.com/thejumpinto).
The Jump Into released a self-produced CD
this spring, including one title—“The Night
the Blue Light Went Out”—that places the
CD solidly on Mayflower Hill.
A bio on the band’s Web site says Charney’s
goal is to be “a rockstar/playwright/novelist/art
collector, living in London,” and the only one
of those descriptors he’s unsure
he’ll attain is rock star.
Accepted at Cambridge
University (U.K.) for a Ph.D.
program in art history, Charney deferred for a year so he
can get a master’s first, from
the art history and museum
program at the Courtauld
Institute, affiliated with the
University of London. “For
art history it’s the best place in
the world,” said the art history
and English double major, who
will study with just five other
students in the master’s program. —Stephen Collins ’74

Watson Fellow Researches Ecuadorian Migrants
people. “Leading migraWhen Anna L’Homme
tion scholars tend to have
dieu ’02 studied in Quito,
a mixed background,” said
Ecuador, last year, she
L’Hommedieu, an interoften saw Ecuadorians
national studies major
standing in long lines
and economics minor.
in front of the Spanish
After L’Hommedieu’s
embassy waiting for temown “despedida” (goodporary work permits. Soon
bye ceremony) in Oregon
she will join them.
this summer, she will
With more than 60
travel to Ecuador and
p e r c e n t o f E c u a d o r ’s
on to Spain, where she
population unemployed
will live in immigrant
or underemployed, the
communities in Madrid,
mass migration to Spain
Barcelona and rural
reflects a desperation
regions for a few months
f o r j o b s a n d m o n e y,
at a time, moving as the
says L’Hommedieu. To
migrant population does.
research immigration Anna L’Hommedieu ’02
L’Hommedieu plans to use
policies between the two
countries and document the daily lives of a digital camera and tape recorder to record
the 150,000-200,000 Ecuadorian migrants the lives of undocumented and documented
in Spain, L’Hommedieu will spend a year Ecuadorian migrants at home, at work and
as a temporary immigrant—and a 2002-03 in public. Last year in Quito L’Hommedieu
interviewed men, women and children from
Thomas J. Watson Foundation Fellow.
L’Hommedieu’s project, “Temporary Immi- the city’s streets, buses and universities for a
grants: A Permanent Solution?” incorporates paper on machismo.
To analyze Ecuador and Spain’s bilateral
sociology, economics and anthropology to
document the movement and displacement of policies and their economic implications,

L’Hommedieu will meet with government
officials and with representatives of organizations in Barcelona and Madrid that protect
immigrant workers’ rights. She will also interview Spaniards on attitudes towards the influx
of temporary workers into their country.
L’Hommedieu sees Spain and Ecuador as
a microcosm of migration disputes all over
the world. Wages sent home by Ecuadorians
working abroad, predominantly as unskilled
laborers in the agricultural sector and in
homes, restaurants and hotels, are Ecuador’s
largest source of income after petroleum, says
L’Hommedieu.
“This is a huge deal for two countries,” said
L’Hommedieu. “Human labor, as capital, is
moving freely from one country to another.
Does it create problems or a solution? How
do countries collaborate?”
The culmination of L’Hommedieu’s project will include an exhibition in Quito of her
photographs and biographical sketches, so
Ecuadorians can view their fellow citizen’s
lives abroad.
L’Hommedieu expects to return home to
her family after 12 months away—a plan many
migrants abroad would envy. —Alicia Nemiccolo
MacLeay ’97
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Alvin and the Researchers
If research-based learning at Colby needed a poster boy, it could do worse
than Matt “Rocky” Severs ’02. After examining pond sediments in Bermuda
for evidence of sea levels rising over the past 11 millennia, Severs did some
fairly intensive work on a bedrock formation just southeast of Moosehead
Lake—mapping, geochemical analysis, magnetic variation.
Then a January internship opportunity opened up for him and Beth
Dushman ’03, and both went to sea for 35 days on the research vessel
Atlantis. They served as assistants in the deployment of the Alvin deep-sea
submersible and as lab technicians analyzing geologic samples from the
East Pacific Rise.
Severs had the nickname Rocky long before he switched his major to
geology, even before he arrived at Colby from Indiana expecting to major in
history. “Geology offered me more opportunities to do things I enjoy, like
outdoor research and travel,” he said. He took a mineralogy course with
Professor Don Allen, “the hard rock guy,” in the fall of his sophomore year and
soon was taken with what he called “a tight and very strong department.”
Asked about his ambitious research schedule, which he fit around a semester at St. Andrews University in Scotland, Severs said, “Basically, scientific
curiosity is what drives it. For starters, as an undergraduate you don’t generally
do research unless you actively pursue it.” And pursue it he did, with Bruce
Rueger (senior teaching associate) in Bermuda and Allen in Maine.
Then, when Assistant Professor Jennifer Shosa injured her knee, she
ceded her space working on the Alvin cruise to her students. “Very few professional oceanographers get the opportunity to be part of an Alvin cruise,
and I thought the fact that Colby undergraduate science majors had— and
took— the opportunity was pretty incredible,” Shosa said. She arranged a

Beth Dushman ’03 and Matt
“Rocky” Severs ’02 inside the
Alvin research submarine.
Above, the Alvin is lowered
into the sea.
research grant through Colby’s
Howard Hughes Medical Institute funding, and the pair of students spent more than a month
at sea studying with Karen Von Damm of the University of New Hampshire,
an expert on sea-floor hydrothermal vents called “black smokers.”
“I didn’t want to pass it up,” Severs said. “It was a great opportunity . . . to
see science in the real world.” And he liked what he saw. So, after graduating
magna cum laude with honors in his major, Rocky Severs headed for more
geology research, at Virginia Tech, where he’s entering a Ph.D. program.
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From the Hill media

Documentary filmmaker Caleb Cooks
sees racial issues through the camera lens

Is the Thing

F

or filmmaker Caleb Cooks ’93, it’s the mission, not the money. And
for Cooks the mission is race. “It’s a journey I feel that I have to be
a part of,” he said. “This race thing, it’s in my blood.”
His choice of projects ranges from the 2003 PBS series Matters of Race
to an award-winning public service announcement about the backlash
against Muslim and Islamic Americans following September 11.
Cooks is currently a director, writer and executive producer overseeing television and film projects for the New York production company
Edgeworx. He joined Edgeworx in September of 2001 after four years
at PBS headquarters in Alexandria, Va., heading development of the
network’s digital advertising department, which promoted programs
like Antiques Roadshow using the high definition TV format.
Cooks’s first project as executive producer at Edgeworx was a 30second public service announcement in collaboration with the National
Geographic Channel. “I got to New York and realized it made the
most sense to do a project I felt tied into—the extraordinary recovery
of this city,” said Cooks. The emotionally charged result, “The Road,”
features non-actors from Brooklyn promoting tolerance and unity. It
recently won a 2002 Promax award for best cable PSA.
In his position at Edgeworx Cooks remains involved with PBS, working on projects like Matters of Race with producer Orlando Bagwell.
The documentary is scheduled for broadcast in January. Cooks calls
it a documentary unlike any he’s ever seen. Matters of Race will feature
narration by people “who are not scholars,” he said,
“but people who are mixed or Latino or Native
American. They might not even know who they
are.” The creators hope to create a national dialogue on race in America by bringing viewers into
study circles on college campuses before and after
the broadcast.
“It’s really interesting how this project reminds
me of what I was doing not even 10 years ago,” said
Cooks, who made a 30-minute film on the marginality of students of color for a sociology class
his senior year at Colby. He went on to serve as
project director for Tolerance on Campus: Establishing Common Ground, a 1993-95 program at
Colby funded by a Philip Morris Foundation grant
to deal with racial conflict on college campuses.
For two years Cooks lived in Runnals Building and
helped students produce movies about diversity
and tolerance. “I think diversity is more internal
than external,” said Cooks. “It’s experiences—your
beliefs.”
Caleb Cooks ’93
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In 1995 the opportunity to write and produce a 90-minute documentary for US AID on the post-apartheid housing situation in South
African townships came along. For six weeks Cooks worked with a
film crew, visited townships and met the people who were bringing
the first running water and electricity to their neighborhoods. “That
was life-changing,” said Cooks, who had never been abroad before.
In 2000, while a producer at PBS, Cooks began working independently on a documentary about D.C.-based Hip Hop Theater Junction.
“They’re really flipping black theater into new meaning, fusing hip-hop
performance technique with actual Shakespearean acting,” he said. The
12-member group attracts audiences ranging from hard-core hip-hop
enthusiasts to white, older theatergoers. “They’re coming out and
seeing twenty-something African Americans on stage break dancing,”
Cooks said. “That’s the type of cultural homogenization that I’m very
interested in.”
Hip Hop Theater Junction performed the first hip-hop theater
play ever staged at the Kennedy Center. The play, Rhyme Deferred, is
the Biblical story of brothers Cain and Abel, but flipped, says Cooks.
It centers on the divide between hip-hop’s original noncommercial
honesty and its contemporary flash. “Kain is a very commercialized
emcee and Gabe is underground,” Cooks said, “and yet each one still
feels the need to emulate the other.”
In February Cooks optioned the rights to develop Rhyme Deferred

into a feature-length screenplay and wants to produce it as an independent musical on film—“sort of Moulin Rouge meets Dancer in the
Dark, but for hip-hop,” he said. He has several networks interested in
the project, including PBS, and hopes to release the documentary and
Rhyme Deferred as a television series and as companion components
on a DVD. “It’s the first-ever fully packaged program on this subject,”
Cooks said.
He hopes all of his films express his vision and values. That means
making sure a film crew realizes and believes in “the point of why we’re
all in this thing together.” It’s a philosophy he also applies to life.
—Alicia Nemiccolo MacLeay ’97

Mapping the Gospels
A Synopsis of Mark
Thomas R.W. Longstaff (religious studies) and
David Barrett Peabody
Trinity Press International (2002)

Biblical scholar Thomas R.W. Longstaff likes complexity and solving
very difficult problems. Discerning the literary relationships between
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke from the original Greek would
certainly qualify. Longstaff has studied the first three Gospels’ considerable parallels since he was a doctoral candidate more than 30 years
ago, and he is now considered an expert on the Synoptic Problem.
“The three synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark and Luke—are so
closely similar in both content and language that most scholars conclude that there must be a literary relationship among them,” explained
Longstaff. “Since the Gospels are primary sources for understanding
early Christian history and thought, it’s important to know the sequence
in which the Gospels were written.”
Traditionally, synopses have been simple black and white publications. To make close comparisons of literary patterns synoptic scholars
have had to tediously color code passages and shift back and forth from
volume to volume. “The cost of setting type in four or more colors
with colored underlining, dashed underlining, double underlining, in
parallel columns, precisely aligned has been prohibitively expensive,”
said Longstaff. “To my knowledge no one has attempted it.”
So, Longstaff did it one better. In May he published the first CDformat synopsis, A Synopsis of Mark, with co-author David B. Peabody.
The effort is a fundamental advancement in synoptic research. The
CD includes the full text of the Gospel of Mark from the original
Greek New Testament along with the parallels in Matthew and Luke
in a user-friendly format. Relationships are illustrated with colored
text, underlines and column definition, and moving from one passage
to another requires only a convenient click of the mouse. “In the most
complex cases we were able to print six or seven columns, instead of
the conventional three, to illustrate relationships as they have never
before been illustrated,” Longstaff said.
A Synopsis of Mark can be used independently by scholars or as a
companion to a print commentary on Mark to be released in the fall.
Longstaff and Peabody already have plans to publish a complete CD
synopsis of Matthew, Mark and Luke incorporating new technology
borrowed from games and virtual reality. “It represents the future for
synopsis publication,” Longstaff said of the new format.
It also raises new possibilities for answering old questions. —Alicia
Nemiccolo MacLeay ’97

recent releases
Tropical Pioneers: Human Agency and Ecological Change in the
Highlands of Sri Lanka, 1800-1900
James L.A. Webb Jr. (history)
Ohio University Press (2002)
Webb investigates the 19th-century ecological history of Sri Lanka’s Kandyan highlands,
when the British began carving permanent
corridors through the island’s dense rainforest to introduce coffee, cinchona and tea
plantations. Kandyan villagers exploited the
opportunity in turn by making extensive use
of slash-and-burn agriculture. In one century
one of the most biologically diverse tropical
rainforests in the world was transformed by
economic and ecological forces in the form of
seeds, tools, animals and ideas, and by 1900
only a few craggy corners and mountain caps had been spared.
Singing to the Jinas: Jain Laywomen, Mandal Singing and the
Negotiations of Jain Devotion
M. Whitney Kelting ’88
Oxford University Press (2001)
While Western scholars of the Indian religion Jainism have typically
focused on religious texts, practices and social expectations that favor
male participation, the Jain community relies on laywomen in religious
education, in key rituals and as the locus of religious knowledge. In
this fieldwork-based study Kelting found that Jain women both accept
and rewrite their idealized roles and interpret their religion in a form
that honors their participation.
A Stone Bridge North: Reflections in a New Life
Kate Maloy ’67
Counterpoint (2002)
To leave her “careful, right-angled, urban
existence” in Pittsburgh, Maloy moves to
northern Vermont with her teenage son and
new lover. A practicing Quaker, Maloy yearns
for the radical simplicity of rural Vermont
and through the lens of her faith examines
childhood traumas, past loves, failed friendships, childrearing, the delights of her new
soul mate and global issues like democracy
and war. Maloy’s faith and her insistence on
leading an examined life allow her to willingly accept failure and imperfection as part
of the process of self-development.
Maine Environmental Law Handbook, second edition
Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson
ABS Consulting/Government Institutes (2002)
Lawyers, business owners and landowners needing information on
Maine’s environmental and land use regulations can turn to this comprehensive handbook for details in non-legalese language. In this
update co-author and environmental lawyer Gregory M. Cunningham
’88 included 12 years of changes in laws, regulations and court decisions in areas from asbestos and water quality to nuclear waste and
underground oil storage.
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From the Hill sports

A
X

Smart Choice

Track star Xavier Garcia finds inspiration in Division III

avier Garcia ’05 is at the starting line of
the All-New England Championships
400-meter race. This is all New England
track and field, mind you, including Division
I athletes. His upbeat training partner, Pat
Harner ’05, says to him, “Guys out here are
being paid to do this. You’re out here because
you love it.”
Love is only half the story. Actually, only a
third. Garcia steps to the line in the field events
of track and field, too. He’s like a three-sport
man: runner, hurdler, triple jumper.
“You have to be prepared mentally to go
back and forth between events,” said Garcia.
He did a lot of that preparing in high school
in Stoneham, Mass., as the New England
intermediate hurdles champion and the Massachusetts decathlon champ—that’s 10 events
in two days. “Track is eighty percent mind,
twenty percent body,” he said. “Once I tuned
my mind into knowing what I’d do at Colby,
I set my goals.”
All he did was set three freshman and one
school record.
At the NESCAC championship meet he
ran legs on the winning 4x100 and 4x400 relay
teams, won the triple jump and set the freshman record in the intermediate hurdles with
a 55.65 third-place finish, surpassing the old
mark of 56.79 set in 1993.
Seeded number two in the Division III
Championships triple jump, he won with a leap
of 46' 8 1/4", breaking his freshman record.
He bested his own freshman intermediate
hurdles record in the trial heats at the New
England Division III Championships with a
time of 54.74. That same day he ran the second leg on the 4x100 relay team, whose time
of 42.08 cracked the school mark of 42.28 set
in 1992.
He holds the school freshman record in the
open 400 meters. His 48.73 in the All-New
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England Championships trial heats, breaking
the old mark of 49.31, is .01 second off the
school record.
That 400-meter run was his best performance this spring, Garcia says. Positioned
on the inside lane he keyed on a runner he’d
swapped victories with in high school. “I didn’t
beat him, but I was happy,” he said. In the final
he hit 48.96, good for eighth place in the field
of Division I juniors and seniors.
He took second in the All-New England
triple jump and finished the season with “the
fourth-best freshman jump in the country in
Division III,” said Jim Wescott, men’s track and
field coach. “To be close to qualifying for nationals in the 400, the intermediate hurdles and the
triple jump—he’s had a tremendous spring.”
Not getting to the national championships
was “a huge disappointment, actually,” Garcia
said. “I was disappointed with myself. That
reflects on how track is more mental than
physical. I didn’t make it indoors, so I had
myself already beat. Sometimes all it takes is
someone on the side to yell at you and the legs
go faster.”
Two years ago during Garcia’s college
search, his high school coach, Wayne Fillback
’64, provided packets of information and took
him on visits to Mayflower Hill. Garcia says
he considered Trinity and the University of
Connecticut and received offers to Division I
schools but chose Colby instead.
He passed up this spring’s ECAC championship meet held on the same day he had
final exams. “They went really well. I was
overprepared,” said Garcia, who made the
dean’s list this spring. That seems in character for somebody who does so many events
so well.
Garcia gives all the credit for his improvement in the triple jump to Debbie Aitken,
women’s team head coach. “Her knowledge is

Xavier Garcia ’05

amazing,” he said. “She broke down my triple
jump technique and started me over. We did
it and it paid off. Playing basketball the other
day I was able to dunk!” Not a bad leap for a
guy six feet tall.
He knows he didn’t need a Division I program in track to do well. “You can be Division
III and still be the world’s greatest. That’s how
I thought of it. I took the education,” he said.
—Robert Gillespie
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sports shorts

Women’s Crew Second in Nation

Colby’s women’s crew team took second place in the NCAA Division III national women’s rowing championship in Indianapolis in the
first weekend in June. The varsity eight boat finished fourth and the
junior varsity finished seventh to give Colby 11 points in the Division III points trophy results. Williams finished first in Division III,
followed by Colby and William Smith (N.Y.), which came in third.
“Things went very, very well for us,” said Coach Stewart Stokes.
“It’s a great accomplishment for the women’s crew and the entire
Colby crew program. It was the first-ever NCAA Division III women’s
rowing championship so it was a rather historic day, and for Colby to
be second overall was great.”

photo: jeff earickson

Lacrosse Teams Make Final Four

Gabe Duncan-Roitman ’02 and Marcia Ingraham ’02
Colby’s lacrosse teams had
outstanding seasons, with both
the men and women advancing
to the NESCAC championship final
four at Middlebury. The men made
it to the final game by upsetting
higher-seeded Bowdoin 10-7 in the
semifinals. For the championship,
against two-time defending NCAA
Division III champion Middlebury,
the Mules stayed almost even in the
first half but lost 14-8. Rob Quinn,
in his first year at Colby, was named
NESCAC Coach of the Year after the
11-5 season.

In the women’s tournament
Colby drew the defending national
champion Middlebury team in the
semifinals. Despite strong play the
Mules never recovered from an
early Panthers’ onslaught and lost
20-9 but ended the season with a
10-4 record.
Seniors John Shea, Gabe
Duncan-Roitman and Marcia Ingraham were all named first-team allNESCAC picks. Barron Butler ’03
and Ben Winston ’03 were secondteam NESCAC for the men as was
Whitney Pearce ’02 for the women.

BASEBALL’s most dramatic victory came on a home run to break a
5-5 tie in the bottom of the last inning against NESCAC powerhouse
Trinity. The team scored a come-from-behind 4-3 win over Brandeis
and ended 9-22 overall, 3-9 in NESCAC. . . . SOFTBALL finished with
a 13-13-2 record after leading all opponents in nearly every offensive category, including hits, runs, RBIs, team batting average and
slugging percentage. Highlights included double-header wins over
USM, 13-2 and 2-1, and a win over St. Joe’s, 2-1. . . . WOMEN’S
TRACK AND FIELD saw seven individuals hit provisional qualifying
standards for the NCAA Division III national championships. Four made the cuts,
three of them in the hammer
throw. In the hammer event,
Michelle Keady ’03 finished seventh in the nation
to earn All-America honors
while Connie Beal ’03
finished ninth and Meg
McCusker ’02 13th. Also
at the nationals, Karima
Ummah ’04 finished 11th
in the triple jump. The team
placed third in the NESCAC
and New England Division III
championship meets. . . .
MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
placed fifth in the NESCAC
meet and seventh in the Lee Rankin ’03
New England Division III
spring championship. Lee Rankin ’03, a three-time NCAA national
meet participant, led throwers while Nat Brown ’04 and Justin
Sukiennik ’03 anchored the middle and distance events. . . . MEN’S
CREW ended with a 7-1-1 dual racing record, defeating UNH for
the first time in seven years. The men’s and women’s teams were
victors in the CBB Championships. . . . MEN’S TENNIS achieved
a top-12 ITA regional ranking and upset Brandeis and NYU, both
higher ranked. Number-one singles player Rhett Silverstein ’05
upset Bowdoin’s Colin Joyner, who was ranked 26th in the nation. .
. . WOMEN’S TENNIS beat Mt. Holyoke 6-3 and moved up from 15
to 12 in the rankings. Number-one doubles duo Sara Hughes ’05
and Christina Pluta ’05 upset Middlebury on route to the NESCAC
Championship semifinals. The pair claimed the CBB doubles title. . . .
The highlight of the WOMEN’S RUGBY season was winning the Beast
of the East tournament in Rhode Island. Competing in the Division
II bracket, the Mules came in first out of 32 teams, outscoring their
opponents 150-7. They also played host to UMO and URI in a small
tournament and won both games. In the fall, they won New England’s
and Northeastern’s. If Division III were allowed to go to nationals
they would have qualified. Instead they got moved up to Division II
for the coming fall season.
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From the Hill alumni

A Reform

Lightning Rod

isyphus,” said David Donnelly ’91, “that’s who I feel like these
days.”
A political activist and director of the 6,000-member Massachusetts
Voters for Clean Elections, Donnelly and the organization he leads
have targeted Massachusetts legislators who, they say, are incumbent
politicians resisting an election reform because it would give money
to their prospective opponents and could reduce incumbents’ power.
“People with political power don’t like to give it up,” Donnelly said.
“We’re not shrinking violets either.” The activists have engaged in civil
disobedience, shut down the governor’s office and gone as far as selling
state-owned cars and furniture (per order of the Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court) to fund the group’s election reform initiative.
A government major at Colby, Donnelly entered politics on Congressman Tom Andrews’s campaign for one of Maine’s U.S. Senate
seats. Donnelly maintains that Andrews was “an incredible leader”
who lost simply because he did not have enough money to make a
successful run for the Senate.
“I realized that there were some fundamental problems in American
politics,” Donnelly said, most of them stemming from the amount of
money it takes to run for office and where that money comes from.
“It was an issue central to how poorly our democracy functioned.”
Andrews’s defeat inspired Donnelly to become an advocate for the
clean elections law.
Enacted in four states so far, clean election laws stipulate that if
candidates manage to gather a certain amount of public support and
agree to spending limits, they qualify for full public funding to cover
campaign expenses. The idea is to minimize the influence of special
interest groups in politics and encourage more people to vie for public
office. With Donnelly working on its behalf, the law was passed in
Maine in 1996. He then moved on to Massachusetts.
Endorsed by the entire Massachusetts congressional delegation, the
clean elections law passed in 1998 by a 2-1 margin. The events that
followed almost caused a constitutional crisis.
Massachusetts legislators argued that public funding of political campaigns is a frivolous use of tax dollars and refused to release the clean
election funds. Massachusetts Voters for Clean Elections disputed the
legislators’ claim that clean elections are a drain on the budget. “The
state budget is $23 billion,” Donnelly pointed out. “Clean elections will
cost about $10 million, a small fraction, and should come from general
revenues just like any other necessary and important state program.”
Outraged that the legislature could ignore the will of 1.1 million
voters who supported the law, Donnelly and his colleagues took the
case to the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. In January the court
ruled in favor of election reformers and ordered that the legislature
either fund the law or repeal it. The legislature did neither.
In April Justice Martha B. Sosman concluded that the lawmakers
had “chosen to respond to this ‘constitutional crisis’ with brinksmanship rather than statesmanship” and ruled that supporters of the law
could auction off state property to fund qualified candidates.
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David Donnelly ’91 who has helped lead the fight for Clean Election
funding in Massachusetts.

Donnelly and other advocates began selling state-owned surplus
properties and vehicles that the Commonwealth was going to sell anyway. They even attempted to confiscate furniture from legislative offices.
“We were seeking to minimize the damage to the taxpayers because they
had already been harmed enough by the legislature,” Donnelly said.
Inevitably, this unorthodox fund raising turned into a media circus. Political wags dubbed Massachusetts the “eBay state.” Legislators
finally acquiesced and in June agreed to release $9.6 million required
to fund clean elections this year—under one condition. This fall a referendum question will go to the voters asking if they “support taxpayer
money being used to fund political campaigns.”
Given that wording, it appears unlikely that the public will approve.
In January, when the Boston Globe asked voters if they thought the
“clean elections law” should be funded, a majority of those polled said
yes. When the Boston Herald asked voters if they supported the use of
“taxpayer money to fund political campaigns,” 55 percent said no.
In the meantime, Donnelly plans to keep up the pressure on the
legislature. With some 60 to 70 members of the 150-member House
in support of his cause, he says, the likelihood is that in the 2003 elections at least 15-20 additional legislators who support clean elections
will take House seats.
Donnelly says he’s motivated in his struggle against the “anti-democratic forces” of special interest groups by his children, Andrew, 4, and
Rachel, 2. “Our kids deserve better from the government and what it
provides its citizens,” he said. “They certainly deserve an opportunity
to have a democracy that is free of the taint of special-interest money.”
—Neha Sud ’05
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David Donnelly finds friends, foes in
Massachusetts Clean Elections fray

’20s/’30s-1940s Alumni at Large
delighted to hear recently from John
Calahan ’44. He and Fran live in
Doylestown, Pa. John tells me that
his daughter, Paula Calahan-Andre
’69, and her M.D. husband have a
son, Marc, 11, and that they live in
Yuba City and Corte Madera, Calif.
John’s son, Jack (M.B.A., University
of Pennsylvania), his wife and their
three children live in Buckingham,
Pa., and Ocean City, N.J.
—Naomi Collett Paganelli

Reunion 2002

46

Alumni march in the parade of classes during Reunion Weekend, June 79. In attendance were alumni spanning 67 years of Colby classes. Events
included presentation of awards, including the Distinguished Alumnus
Award to Allan Van Gestel ’57 and the Ernest Marriner Distinguished
Service Award to Earl Smith. For coverage, including photos and award
winners, see www.colby.edu/alumni/reunion/2002.

’20s/’30s

Marion Daye O’Donnell McKinney
’28 taught seventh and eighth grade
English after completing her master’s
in teaching at Columbia University
in 1929 and was a physical education
teacher at the high school level. Her
enthusiasm for sports led to coaching
girls’ basketball and, during World
War II, to coaching both girls’ and
boys’ tennis teams. She’s a big fan
of the Connecticut Huskies women’s
team. . . . Alice Paul Allen ’29’s son
sent a note to her friends in the Class
of 1929. She moved to the United
Methodist Health Care Center in
East Providence, R.I., several months
ago. She’s doing pretty well, able to get
around with a walker and, for longer
distances, a wheel chair. Her spirits
are good, and occasionally she gets out
when the residents take a van trip to
some interesting place. She would love
to hear from classmates and friends.
Her address is 30 Alexander Street, East
Providence, RI 02914. . . . Margaret
Higgins Williams ’38 comes back
to campus and participates in the
summer Alumni College program.
She lost her husband in 1998 but is
adjusting to being just “one” quite
well thanks to friends and family,
including two wonderful sons and
four grandsons. She lives in a beautiful
place on the New Meadows River, an
inlet of Casco Bay.
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Blanche Smith Fisher is
an artist and teacher. She has two
sons, Paul and Peter, and her two
grandchildren are both acquiring
master’s degrees. . . . On November

1, 2001, John Stevens joined 600
World War II 8th Air Force 2nd Air
Division Veterans in England. They
spent a week in Norwich, England,
participating in activities around
the reopening and rededication of
the 2nd Air Division Association
Memorial—a unique memorial to the
6,700 2AD men killed in combat.
They also attended a service of
thanksgiving and remembrance in the
Norwich Cathedral. The U.S. Ambassador to Britain and representatives of
the Queen, the Church of England,
the USAF and the RAF were also in
attendance. The veterans spent their
last full day in Norwich visiting the
village near their old base.

45 Last year’s foreign travel for

well-traveled Dee Sanford McCunn
and Ian included a week in Paris and
another in Venice. Being accompanied
by Ian’s Scottish cousin, Roma, made
life easier since Roma speaks French
and a little Italian. They also went by
car to the Western Isles of Scotland.
The McCunns had a very interesting
experience in Maine last year when
they attended the launching of the
destroyer U.S.S. Mason by the Bath
Iron Works. There were speeches by
Sen. Olympia Snowe, by the president
of the company and by admirals
and other dignitaries. Writes Dee,
“the bottle was broken over her
bow exactly at high tide, the chops
were hammered away, and she slid
smoothly down just at the turning of
the tide. The timing was perfect. How
did they manage all those speeches
timed to the second?” . . . I was

As I write this, the news is
full of Maine’s disastrous drought.
Remembering the snows of our years
there, it’s hard to imagine. Perhaps
we should encourage Charlene and
Jill and other Maine friends to get
out and do their rain dances. . . .
Interesting e-mail from Jean O’Brien
Perkins: “On Jan. 21 I picked up my
new Subaru Forester. On the 23rd I
totaled it! An off-duty Maine state
trooper who was a few cars behind
saw me pull off the road and said
my quick thinking prevented a multi-

car pile-up. I hit slush, caromed
off a cyclone fence back toward the
highway and ended up with both front
wheels over the guardrail. Climbed
out without a scratch, bruise or
stiff neck and can’t praise those cars
highly enough.” After her recent Peace
Corps years in Bulgaria, Jean continues
to have interesting adventures. . . .
We had a nice surprise in Sanibel,
Fla., when Carol Robin Epstein
knocked on our door. She was visiting
her daughter and family who live in
Minneapolis but have a house down
here. . . . Let me hear from you. If you
want to see news of ’46ers, you have
to send it to me! Please.
—Anne Lawrence Bondy

47 Marilyn Hubert, who is almost

always with us when we have reunions,
hoped to be with us again. She
compares herself to the old gray mare,
but then we all “ain’t what we used
to be,” are we? She had 42 years
of federal service in Washington,
D.C., preceded by two years in

20s/30s

Howard I. Libby Jr. ’33

The legendary Boston Post Cane was handed
last winter to Howard I. Libby Jr. ’33, who
earned the emblem of longevity when he
became Burnham, Maine’s oldest resident.
Featured in a Morning Sentinel story, Libby,
91, is a self-described optimist who enjoys
doing things around the house and tending
to his garden. He and his wife, Meda, married in 1934 and have three children, eight
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.
He concluded a career in education in 1967
as superintendent in School Administrative
District 17.

Deaths: Grace McDonald Jones ’25, November 28, 2001, in Jacksonville,
Fla., at 98  Ruth Turner Weymouth ’26, February 1, 2002, in Winthrop, Maine, at 99  Louise Chapman Dibble ’27, January 6, 2002, in
Middletown, Conn., at 97  Harriet Fletcher Lockwood ’27, October 21,
2001, in Port Saint Lucie, Fla., at 95  Marguerite Chase Macomber ’27,
February 23, 2002, in Concord, N.H., at 98  George Holbrook Hawes
’28, April 9, 2002, in Carson City, Nev., at 97  Dorothy L. Morton ’29,
February 19, 2002, in Melrose, Mass., at 93  Ruth Weston Ballou ’33,
November 15, 1998, in Providence, R.I., at 86  Geraldine Colbath Taylor
’33, February 18, 2002, in Dover-Foxcroft, Maine, at 91  Robert F. Estes
’35, April 3, 2002, in Oakland, Maine, at 89  David R. Hilton ’35, March
23, 2002, in Boothbay Harbor, Maine, at 89  Robert O. Brown ’36, April
24, 2002, in Benton, Maine, at 86  Solomon C. Fuller ’36, December 28,
2001, in Wayland, Mass., at 91  Lois Lund Giachardi ’36, July 18, 2001,
in Billericay, Essex, England, at 86  Gladys Wein Hirshon ’37, February 24, 2002, in Portland, Maine, at 86  Eleanor Barker McCargar ’37,
February 28, 2002, in San Rafael, Calif., at 88  Dwight E. Sargent ’39,
April 4, 2002, in Princeton, N.J., at 85  Robert E. Smith ’39, August 26,
2000, in Bowie, Md., at 83  Justin E. Walker ’39, January 12, 2002, in
Plymouth, Mass., at 88.
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1940s-1950s

1940s Correspondents
1940

Ernest C. Marriner Jr.
10 Walnut Drive
Augusta, ME 04330-6032
207-623-0543
classnews1940@alum.colby.edu

1941

Bonnie Roberts Hathaway
400 Atlantic Avenue #34C
Leominster, MA 01453
978-343-4259
classnews1941@alum.colby.edu

1942
1943
1944

c/o Meg Bernier
Colby College
Office of Alumni Relations
Waterville, ME 04901
207-872-3185
classnews1942@alum.colby.edu
classnews1943@alum.colby.edu
classnews1944@alum.colby.edu

1945

Naomi Collett Paganelli
2 Horatio Street #5J
New York, NY 10014-1608
212-929-5277
classnews1945@alum.colby.edu

1946

Anne Lawrence Bondy
771 Soundview Drive
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
914-698-1238
classnews1946@alum.colby.edu

1947

Mary “Liz” Hall Fitch
4 Canal Park #712
Cambridge, MA 02141
617-494-4882
fax: 617-494-4882
classnews1947@alum.colby.edu

1948

David and Dorothy Marson
41 Woods End Road
Dedham, MA 02026
781-329-3970
fax: 617-329-6518
classnews1948@alum.colby.edu

1949

Anne Hagar Eustis
24 Sewall Lane
Topsham, ME 04086
207-729-0395
fax: 978-464-2038
classnews1949@alum.colby.edu
the geography department at the
University of Maryland, where she
started her job in 1948 on a Friday the
13th (which must have been her lucky
42
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day). In answer to the questionnaire
about why she picked Colby, she said
she had an uncle, “skilled in carpentry,
painting and bricklaying, who worked
on the new Colby College library,
the fine traditions of scholarship”
and “outreach to black students when
it was very ‘risky.’” She especially
applauded the black students in the
class, Bill Mason and Annette Hall
Carpenter. . . . In January, Louise
Kelley Rochester was host for a
wonderful weekend at her home
in Duxbury, Mass. Doris Meyer
Hawkes, Carol Carpenter Bisbee ’49
and I joined her for delicious food,
lots of reminiscing and sightseeing.
On the second afternoon I had to
leave, but the others joined Charlie
’48 and Libby Hall Cousins ’48
for cocktails and dinner. What a
splendid way to renew our old Colby
friendships! I was sorry to learn that
Louise’s husband, “Nat” Rochester,
died last June. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineering
from MIT in 1941 and worked
on microwave circuits and radio
frequency detectors for radar at the
radiation laboratory. Later he made
significant contributions to the world
of computer engineering, including
the architecture of IBM’s first scientific
computer, the 701, and first generalpurpose computer, the 702. . . .
Beverly Benner Cassara and her
husband were to be in England for
a month in May and expected to be
at the reunion in June, as did Jane
Rollins, who was to join us for
the first time. . . . John and I also
hoped to be in England in May—
probably a week in London and
another traveling around.
—Mary “Liz” Hall Fitch

48

It is a bit of a struggle trying
to fill this column. Thanks to Kay
Weisman Jaffe, our class agent, who
sent correspondence she received
from Tim Osborne and an e-mail
from Dave Choate, we are not
totally devoid of news. Tim wrote
the following to Kay on December
7, 2001. “Sixty years ago today
the Glee Club and College Choir
were performing Handel’s ‘Messiah’
in Portland, with the Portland Symphony Orchestra. We were not told
of the events at Pearl Harbor until we
got off the bus back in Waterville.”
He concluded, “So it took a few
extra years to graduate.” Tim lives in
Sugar Land, Texas. . . . Dave Choate
e-mailed us in January. He said that he
and his wife had visited their daughter

Milestones
Deaths: Alvah D. Hall ’40, March 2, 2002, in Calais, Maine, at 86  Charlotte
Noyes Oleson ’40, February 1, 2002, in Concord, Mass., at 84  Donna
Horne Ellis ’41, February 28, 2002, in Fort Myers, Fla., at 84  Norman
F. Royal ’41, March 9, 2002, in Exeter, N.H., at 83  Robert M. Arnold
’42, May 4, 2000, in Tarrytown, N.Y., at 79  Charles W. Heath ’42, April
6, 2002, in Bangor, Maine, at 85  Margaret Clayton Lake ’42, June 17,
2001, in Burlingame, Calif., at 80  Hope-jane Gillingham Meyer ’43, April
13, 2002, in Middletown, Conn., at 80  Helen L. Carson ’44, September
27, 2001, in Alexandria, Va., at 78  Lois F. Manning ’46, September 7,
1997, in Camden, N.J., at 72  Rachel Bubar Kelly ’47, January 14, 2002,
in Sarasota, Fla., at 79  Hannah Levine Schussheim ’48, February 16,
2002, in Washington, D.C., at 74  Natalie Smith Wood ’48, August
14, 1999, in Gray, Maine, at 73  John S. Choate ’49, March 1, 2002, in
Brooksville, Fla., at 76.

and granddaughter in West Village,
visited the WTC ruins and took in
the Alvin Ailey dance show. In May
and June they toured through Devon
and the hill towns of Italy and Malta.
In October they climbed the Inca
trail at Machu Picchu and swam with
the sea lions in the Galapagos. In
November, for relaxation, they rented
a car and toured Provence. Then
they relaxed on a small barge on the
Burgundy Canal at the “warp” speed
of two miles per hour. They traveled
20 miles in six days, drank more wine
than was good for them and made it
back home in time for Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Early this year they
spent three weeks touring Vietnam,
Thailand and Cambodia and were
planning to spend some time with
their daughter in Singapore. They
expected to arrive back in the States in
February in time for golf and tennis.
. . . We completed our third winter
in Jupiter, Fla. The boat went in the
water on April first and we devoted
a good part of that month to getting
her ready to sail. We planned to
come back to Jupiter to play a little
golf and close the house for the
summer, then planned to attend Colby
commencement. . . . Please take some
time to write to us with news of
your activities. You can be certain
that we will report all the news that
we receive.
—David and Dorothy Marson

49

Shortly after sending off the
December news, I had a post card
from Edward A. Waller, who got
an unbelievable amount of news
on one card! Ed is bouncing back
from hospital surgery and diabetes.
Although his own golf is limited, he
has helped his brother build three
courses in Middlefield, Conn. He

teaches golf and sailing and enjoys
listening to classical jazz piano and
symphony. Still single, he has four
kids and many friends both male and
female. He commented on his Colby
joys: founder of the Colby Eight, the
golf team, his friend and business
associate George Wiswell ’50 and his
participation on the admissions board
for 55 years. . . . In response to the
e-mail sent to class members from
the Alumni Office, Carol Carpenter
Bisbee reported that she was on her
way to a month of “fun in the sun”
in Arizona visiting her sister, Edith
Carpenter Sweeney ’52, and other
friends. I was interested in her big
news of a planned trip to Antarctica
in January 2003. This will make her
seventh continent! I looked up her
trip on the Internet, and, lo and
behold, she will be on the same ship,
the MV Polar Star I just spent three
weeks on, also in Antarctica! Mine
was an Elder Hostel trip. We flew
into Buenos Aires and then on to
Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego. After a
morning visiting the Tierra del Fuego
National Park, we boarded the Polar
Star for our crossing of the Drake
Passage. After dire warnings of
the rough seas ahead and “Drakeproofing” our cabins, we awoke to
relatively calm seas with only a slight
rolling motion. In fact, we were told
that our weather throughout the trip
was unbelievably good. We made 22
Zodiac landings, which was five or six
more than usual. I didn’t know there
were so many kinds of penguins—we
saw seven different species, some
only a few, others in the thousands.
Seals were in abundance, particularly
fur seal pups that were still on the
beaches in great numbers and tended
to be a bit aggressive. Since we were
the last expedition of the season, we

were able to go farther south than
any other ship before running into
pack ice. Icebergs of all shapes and
sizes were usually in sight, including
the spectacular blue icebergs. We
sailed alongside a massive tabular
berg, six miles long, two miles wide
and 60 feet high, which was a piece of a
much bigger berg that had broken
off an ice shelf a year and a half ago. My
trip was titled “Tracing Shackleton,”
so the high point was a visit to
Elephant Island, where Shackleton
left 22 of his crew while he sailed on
with a few to South Georgia. Again
we were blessed with calm seas and
were able to make a Zodiac cruise into
the beach, which was a mere shingle
with sea on both sides. Granted the
beach has eroded some, but even so it
was hard to imagine how those men
survived four months on such a tiny
beach with constant heavy surf. It
gives you a new realization of the stuff
men were made of back in that “heroic
age.” We ended the trip with visits
to South Georgia and The Falklands.
A great trip and quite out of the
ordinary. . . . Nellie Macdougall
Parks sent me the obituary of John
S. Choate, who died March 1, 2002,
in Spring Hill, Fla., “following a
courageous battle of several years
against lung disease.” Our sympathies
to his wife, Margaret, and his family.
—Anne Hagar Eustis

50

I was delighted to hear from
Barbara Starr Wolf with news of her
family. She and her husband, Wolfe,
have moved from South America back
to the Boston area after 41 years.
They sold their home in Brazil and
will be dividing their time between
Jamaica Plain and southern Argentina.
Barbara and Wolfe’s two children
and four grandchildren are planning
a trip to Switzerland this summer
to celebrate Wolfe’s 80th birthday.
Wolfe made his home in Switzerland
until his family moved to Argentina
in 1939. . . . Kerm and Susi Goldey
Morrison are considering a trip to
Scandinavia in late summer. Susi and
Kerm have organized a number of
very successful group trips over the
years. If this happens I am hoping
to join the group, and I’ll be sure
to include it in a future letter if it
works out. . . . My sister Ann Jennings Taussig ’49 and her husband,
John, are selling their home in
Williamsburg, Va., and moving to
their now completely renovated
and winterized summer home in
Wolfeboro, N.H. My two sisters and

I planned our third annual motherdaughter weekend (always a hilarious
event!) at Ann’s home on Lake
Winnepesaukee the last weekend in
June. This is the season for family
reunions, so please telephone me at
203-245-7725.
—Alice Jennings Castelli

51 Eddi (Miller ’52) and Mark

Mordecai traveled to California to
visit with their son and daughter-inlaw and their newest grandson. They
also had a family gathering in New
Hampshire over the holidays. . . .
Helen (Palen ’52) and Bob Roth stay
in touch with several classmates in
the Connecticut area. They had a
great visit with two of their three kids
during the holidays. . . . Ernie Fortin
writes that he hosted another successful annual Colby alumni gathering at
his place in Sarasota, Fla. President
Adams attended to discuss the “state
of Colby” and the efforts to complete
Colby’s strategic plan for the next
decade and to answer questions from
the group of about 60 people. Bob
Brotherlin, Mickey Rosenberg
Rolland, Shirley Raynor Ingraham,
Wes Freeman, Nancy and Dick
Birch and Norval Garnett were
among those in attendance. Ernie
and Patti toured Tuscany, Italy, in
the fall and had a trip to Maine to
celebrate his mom’s 97th birthday!
. . . Bill Burgess, who has been a
high school drama teacher in Tucson,
Ariz., for many years, was recently
honored with the establishment of a
scholarship in his name for the benefit
of the Live Theatre Workshop in that
city. . . . Now we can look forward to
being a part of the “50-Plus” group
of alums. I hope I saw many of you
at Colby in June!
—Nancy Nilson Archibald

52 Our grand celebration of 50

years since graduation has come and
gone. But because the deadline for
this column was March 15, and I am
not gifted with the art of making
accurate reports of events yet to come,
I am not able to tell you just what a
grand celebration it truly was. I can’t
tell you that the weather co-operated
with sunny skies throughout. (If it
did rain, that would be good news
worth reporting as we have been
experiencing a drought here in Maine
for nearly a year.) Nor can I tell you
the banquets were great. (Who was
responsible for those charred Brussels
sprouts? And for that matter, who
ordered the Brussels sprouts in the

first place?) Or that the music led
by members of Colby’s 1952 singing
groups was inspirational. (OK. So
what if a little too much vibrato has
crept in over 50 years!) I can report
to you, however, that Sandy Pearson
Anderson has agreed to be our
class secretary and Colby magazine
correspondent, and thus a full report
on our reunion will appear in Sandy’s
first column in the fall issue. I have
appreciated the opportunity to write
these notes for the past 20 issues.
Please keep Sandy apprised of your
post-50th activities. We all look
forward to reading about them via
the Pearson perfect prose.
—Paul M. Aldrich

53

Each Christmas I get a few
greetings with notes and photos. Sally
Mathews Mac Lean sent me detailed
news of her family, with attached
pictures. Lately one of her favorite
pastimes is listening to books on tape,
and from the looks of all her activities
with the grandchildren, this makes
good use of her time. . . . Speaking
of holiday cards, Bobbie Studley
Barnette sent a super photo-card of
herself, surrounded by her daughter,
three grandsons and three granddaughters. . . . A couple of years ago I
received a card that was signed “Bob,”
and that was a mystery to me. This
past holiday it had a return address.
Mystery solved; I went through my
printout and found that Robert
Grindle is the person who sends the
attached compliments. . . . I have
another sequel to the Larry Taber
tree story. Remember that I thought
he personally planted thousands of
trees in Madison, N.J.? The mayor
and council decided that not only
did he know all the trees, he knows
everyone in town as well as the
history, so now he has been appointed
borough historian. . . . E-mail brings
the news that Chase and Nan Murray
Lasbury will have a triple celebration
on July 12, 2002. It is their 50th wedding anniversary, and they share this
date with the wedding anniversaries
of their oldest daughter in Tucson
(her 25th) and youngest daughter in
Connecticut (her 5th). . . . Loretta
Thompson Staples has taken on
new volunteer work for the library
at the Baltimore Museum of Arts:
cataloguing Sotheby catalogues now
and Christie’s in the future, all done
online so that she can take breaks
now and then to view the beautiful
things they sell. . . . Harry O’Brasky
e-mailed that he had sold his Medway,

1950s Correspondents
1950

Alice Jennings Castelli
6 Salem Road
Madison, CT 06443
203-245-7725
classnews1950@alum.colby.edu

1951

Nancy Nilson Archibald
15 Linden Avenue
Scituate, MA 02066
781-545-4987
classnews1951@alum.colby.edu

1952

Janice Pearson Anderson
23 Fernwood Circle
Harwich, MA 02645-2819
508-432-4049
classnews1952@alum.colby.edu

1953

Barbara Easterbrooks Mailey
80 Lincoln Avenue
South Hamilton, MA 01982
978-468-5110
978-777-5630 ext. 3310
classnews1953@alum.colby.edu

1954

Helen Cross Stabler
206 Crestwood Drive
North Syracuse, NY 13212
315-457-5272
classnews1954@alum.colby.edu

1955

Ken Van Pragg
P.O. Box 87 (May–early Nov)
Grafton, NY 12982
518-279-1696
22 Golf Drive (Early Nov–May 6)
Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34952
561-344-5961
classnews1955@alum.colby.edu

1956

Kathleen McConaughy Zambello
135 Iduna Lane
Amherst, MA 01002
classnews1956@alum.colby.edu

1957

Guy and Eleanor Ewing Vigue
238 Sea Meadow Lane
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-4941
classnews1957@alum.colby.edu

1958

Margaret Smith Henry
1304 Lake Shore Drive
Massapequa Park, NY 11762
516-541-0790
classnews1958@alum.colby.edu

1959

Ann Segrave Lieber
7 Kingsland Court
South Orange, NJ 07079
973-763-6717
classnews1959@alum.colby.edu

COLBY

•

SUMMER 2002

| 43

Alumni at Large 1950s-1960s
Mass., home and moved to an “over
55” community in Middleboro. Before
they moved and put their belongings
in storage, they took a trip to Europe
and England. . . . Virginia Falkenbury
Aronson retired, moved and found
herself busier than ever. She is a board
member of the Richmond Choral
Society, receptionist for the ministry
to the homeless and working poor and
one of the fund raisers for our 50th.
Ginnie’s seven children have supplied
her with endless jobs of “sitting” and
“dog walking.” Somehow she has
found time to travel to Germany, the
Czech Republic and Greece, where
she visited Sophia Hadjigeorgiou
Krallis ’54. She is off to Ireland this
summer. . . . Florence Fisher Krejci
says her news is “so ordinary,” but I
found it so interesting that I wanted
to share it by quoting her e-mail.
She wrote, “I retired in 1993 and
in accordance with the old cliché, I
have never been busier. First we had
an earthquake (known as the 1994
Northridge earthquake, but slightly
misplaced), but since my condo was
almost directly over the epicenter,
the full force hadn’t yet reached the
surface. Thus, while I was shaken
to the core and had large amounts
of breakage, my home was spared
serious damage. In June of that year,
I finally got around to marrying my
dear Milan—like the fictional Fr.
Tim of Jan Karon’s Mitford, he was
63 years old and had never been
married before. And yes, that makes us
memorable, ‘two Italian cities!’ Thus
our marriage has been a retirement
project, and it has certainly kept
life interesting. We have traveled a
fair amount, to New Zealand and
Australia to visit my eldest daughter,
to the Czech Republic to visit his
cousins, to Israel, all around the
United States, including Alaska and
Hawaii, to various parts of Canada. As
2003 dawns, we expect to be en route
to the Panama Canal and will add
several new countries to our record.
Three years ago we bought a newly
constructed house, so decorating and
landscaping has been quite a task,
one that will probably never be quite
completed. We live in the heart of
the San Fernando Valley (of which he
is a native) and within the city limits
of Los Angeles. Most of our activities
involve the Episcopal Church in some
measure, and I am in my second
three-year term as president of the
Order of the Daughters of the King
in the Diocese of Los Angeles, a
spiritually oriented organization of
44
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Newsmakers
Retired environmental scientists David W.
Miller ’51 and his wife, Paula, launched a
new career in Brewster, Mass. The couple
transformed a 12-acre tract into a horse farm,
Never2Late, where they board horses and
offer dressage lessons. “Why not a second
career? This labor of love keeps the brain
from shrinking,” David Miller told the Harwich Oracle. The article extolled the farm as
a showcase for the couple’s environmental
know-how  A large crowd joined the
Hillsborough, N.H., Chamber of Commerce
David W. Miller ’51
in showering accolades on Douglas S. ’58
and Judy Ingram Hatfield ’60 as Citizens of the Year for their 40 years of
dedicated service to the community.

Milestones
Deaths: Barbara Gaffney Avancena ’51, January 18, 2002, in Rockville,
Md., at 72  Ralph J. Bens Jr. ’51, December 22, 2001, in Concord, Mass.,
at 75  William H. Heubisch Jr. ’51, February 18, 2002, in Anaheim,
Calif., at 75  Philip K. March ’51, August 17, 2001, in Monroe, Conn.,
at 72  Donald W. Gunn ’52, January 20, 2002, in Hanover, Mass., at
72  David R. Howe ’52, August 25, 1999, in Williamsport, Pa., at 69  Barbara Vaughan McCoy ’52, February 7, 2002, in Boston, Mass., at 71  Ruth
Watt Tolford ’52, March 17, 2002, in Falmouth, Maine, at 71  Jean Strout
Jewell ’54, February 27, 2002, in Bangor, Maine, at 69  Josephine R. Peary
’54, February 16, 2002, in Sarasota, Fla., at 68  Betsy Burns Bomann
’55, December 1, 2001, in Riverside, Conn., at 68  John F. Hannon ’57,
September 27, 1999, in Manchester, Mass., at 64  Franklin C. Cowperthwaite ’58, February 13, 2002, in Vienna, Va., at 69  Michael J. Riordan
’59, March 10, 2002, in Glastonbury, Conn., at 64.
about 650 women in this six-county
area. My only major diversion other
than church activities is membership
in a Girl Scout alumnae group, Troop
007. (No, we’re not secret agents;
we’re licensed for anything!) My three
daughters (the Aussie, who works
for the U.S. Fulbright Commission,
and lives in Canberra; a one-time
computer professional, who now
home-schools in suburban Philadelphia; and a priest, chaplain of an
Episcopal day school in the Pasadena
area) have provided me with five
grandsons and two granddaughters
ranging from 4 to 16, of whom only the
two youngest boys are close enough to
see with any regularity. More excuses
for interesting vacations! We do plan
to attend the 50th reunion next year.
We’ll drive as we usually do, visiting
friends and family and sites of interest
to us all over this exciting country.
. . . I still keep in touch with some
of our classmates via Christmas notes
but almost never see anyone. We do
occasionally get together with Ray ’52
and Merry Crane Evans ’52, and we’re

hopeful that we can include Mel Lyon
’52 in the next gathering.”
—Barbara Easterbrooks Mailey

54 We were very sad to hear that

Josephine “Jody” Peary died in
February in Sarasota, Fla. From 1968
to 1996 Jody worked at the Asolo
Theater and was executive assistant
to the producing artistic director,
Howard Millman. Millman said, “She
brought such a love of life to this
organization. I never saw her be anything but positive and cheerful.” We
remember her energy and enthusiasm
from Colby days. . . . Ben and
Diane Stowell Duce have a new
granddaughter, Alicia Rose Duce,
born December 27. They write, “We
now have six grandchildren, three
boys and three girls, and are enjoying
them all as well as our retirement.”
. . . Annie and Abbott Rice live in
Hudson, N.H., where they keep busy
with church and Grange activities.
Abbott has also been serving on the
town of Hudson ethics committee. . . .
Dot Forster Olson spends her time

on watercolor paintings, quilting,
tennis and golf as well as doing some
accounting work and homebound
teaching. She and Roger ’53 have a
cabin in Monson, Maine, where they
spend time in the summer. . . . Paul ’59
and Marty Cornish Downing also
have a vacation home, newly acquired,
in southwestern Massachusetts. They
are enjoying their nine grandchildren and playing bridge. . . . PJ
Moore Blair and Bill have a different hobby—traveling to dog shows
with their Pekinese, bulldog and
dachshund. . . . Joan Dawes Litteer
walks, golfs and plays bridge. She also
volunteers in the local (Liverpool,
N.Y.) high school library and with
Reach for Recovery, a group sponsored by the American Cancer Society. . . . Beverly Barrett Nichols
lives in Jamul, Calif., south of San
Diego, which Bev says is like paradise.
She has a big garden with year-round
flowers. She and her husband between
them have 12 grandchildren. One of
the high points of the last year for Bev
was going on a tour to China. She says
she learned a lot about China and was
very impressed by the friendliness of
the Chinese people toward Americans.
. . . It is clear that retirement years
remain busy but very enjoyable.
Colby Thompson Lowe, however,
is still hanging in there with substitute
teaching in Westport, Conn. . . .
Again, I invite you all to send your
news for the next column.
—Helen Cross Stabler

55

Contacts from classmates
are scarce. Must mean everyone is
extremely busy—I hope in good
health and enjoying their families as
well as themselves. . . . Judi Holtz
Levow recently moved permanently
to Lake Worth, Fla., from Weston,
Mass., closer to her son and his wife
in Delray Beach and her grandson,
who lives in Pt. St. Lucie. She has
an interest in being a part of a South
Florida alumni group. . . . Katherine
Flynn Carrigan, with degrees not
only from Colby but Harvard as
well (M.Ed.), has moved back to
Maine (Rockland) together with
her extraordinary collection of
children’s Christmas books. The
collection is not only on display in
libraries/exhibits but is also available
for children to read. This season,
Kathy, a busy teacher of, and advocate
for, migrant students is mentoring
migrant teachers in several coastal
communities. She is the mother
of two with two grandchildren,

now college students. I’m certain if
you contacted her (see the Colby
directory) you would be enthralled
with her stories about her collection.
. . . That’s all there is from the Class
of ’55, although I have run into Stan
Mathieu ’57 and his wife, Jan, on
the beaches of southern Florida
and recently had a great visit with
Sheila Freckmann Mc Laughlin ’56.
Perhaps by the next publication of
Colby, we will have more contacts
to report on.
—Ken Van Pragg

56

A long letter from Frank
Huntress reminded me of all the good
times a year ago at our reunion—John
Marshall leading our third kazoo
parade to great applause, our Kennebec River cruise, our luncheon at
Sally and Bill Haggett’s. We got to
experience living in one of the new,
comfortable dorms. We had 81 show
up on campus, and our reunion gifts
totaled $80,290 to the Alumni Fund
and nearly $2.7 million in overall
gifts. I still have news to report from
this event and hope it is still relevant.
. . . Fred Moorhouse lives in Greene,
R.I., and sees classmates at his Mt.
Hermon reunions. He reports that
John Nasse is an M.D. living in
California and that Bob Savage is
in New York. Fred ran into Bob
Carver, who is on our missing list,
at Narragansett Beach. He lives in
Lancaster, N.Y., and is involved in
fund raising in the Buffalo area. . . .
Nancy Mc Leod O’Brien has worked
for a nonprofit housing agency in
Great Falls, Mont., for many years
and has won many awards both
for her work and for her extensive
volunteering in her community. She
has two children in New York and one
in California. . . . Hugh Anderson
retired in 1994 after 30 years as a pilot
with UAL. His wife, Naomi, was a
water safety instructor with the Red
Cross and a Special Olympics coach
for 18 years. They have retired to the
Carolinas, where John Ziegler and
Linda stop to visit them on their way
back and forth to the Florida Keys.
. . . As for more recent news, Bill
Wyman reports that his new knee is
working and he will be able to lead his
mule train into the high Sierras this
summer. . . . Lyn Brooks Wey is up
and walking again after a successful
spinal fusion operation to correct a
back problem. . . . Lou ’55 and I have
signed up to go on the Alumni College
trip in Tuscany in June. Several of his
and my classmates are also going so

it should be great fun. We are taking
Italian lessons now and find them
difficult. I keep reverting to phrases I
learned in French class in high school
and at Colby. It is hard to teach an
old dog new tricks! My next column
I will report on this trip. . . . Richard
Abedon will continue to live in
Wellington, Fla., even though he
has joined Strategic Legal Solutions,
which is located in New York and
London and handles law firm mergers.
He sees with increasing frequency
Colby friends who are now coming
to Florida—Peter Lunder, Allan
Landau ’55 and Dave Slater. . . . We
attended the winter alumni meeting
held in Boston and were present when
the Doris Kearns Goodwin ’64 racing
scull was dedicated. Many crew team
members were there to hear Doris’s
gracious acceptance speech. She may
be the best “no notes” speaker that I
have heard. . . . Judge Allan “Reggie”
van Gestel ’57 also received the
Distinguished Alumnus Award. . . .
Please keep your news coming.
—Kathy McConaughy Zambello

58 Judy Brown Dickson e-mailed

from Anchorage, Alaska (see, e-mail
is useful!). She reports that there
was so much snow this winter that
drifts reached the tops of buildings,
allowing the kids to get up on the roof.
This past February Judy received her
teaching contract for the next school
year and decided, despite the amounts
of snow she had experienced, to go for
another two years as long as her health
holds out. During her Christmas
break this past year, Judy went with
three friends to Hawaii and spent some
of the time with her son, Fred, who
lives in Kona. During this summer
she plans to be in Bar Harbor to
visit more of her family. . . . As you
may know, Harry and Joan Shaw
Whitaker have returned to live in
Massachusetts after spending several
years in Las Vegas. They are in
Plymouth and recently completed
their dream addition of a three-season
room to their home. . . . I had a
wonderfully newsy letter from a
roommate of many years ago. Ellie
Fortenbaugh de la Bandera wrote
from Cape Coral, Fla. Ellie’s husband,
Jorge, passed away in September 1999
after a long illness. Ellie is in Florida
from October to May and then drives
north to New Jersey, where her son,
Jorge Jr., and his family live. Jorge has
given her two grandsons, and at this
writing her daughter, Cristina, had
a daughter and was expecting again.

Ellie officially retired in 1996 from
the administrative office of the Courts
of New Jersey (AOC), but she is now
a part-time employee when she’s in
New Jersey. (She can still work for
them from Florida using e-mail.)
In New Jersey, Ellie tests interpreters. She will prepare the first draft
into Spanish, then a Bolivian and
a Spaniard, who are employed by
the judiciary and are accredited to
translate into Spanish by the American
Translators’ Association (Ellie is
accredited in both directions), review
them and make suggestions, which
she decides whether or not to implement. As long as all this work doesn’t
interfere with golf, Ellie is willing
to keep going. And this so-called
part-time work also involves some
nice travel. One visit not work-related
was a trip to New Hampshire to
see another old roommate, Dorothy
Greenman Ketchum, and her husband, Wil. They thought it must have
been about 40 years since they had
last seen each other. (How can that
be when we graduated just a few
years ago?) . . . Jane Daib Reisman
wanted me to reassure you that she
and husband John do travel together.
When I wrote about their trip to the
United Kingdom with Jack and Sue
Bower Hendrickson, it sounded like
John wasn’t along, but he was. Sorry,
Jane. . . . Bob Saltz claimed he
would never retire, but he and Lynne
have decided to give in and are now
thoroughly enjoying their winter
home in Scottsdale, Ariz. They are
involved with the art community in
greater Scottsdale, both in spectator
and sponsorship modes. They also
have taken an interest in fund raising
and support work. Top of their list
was a 9/11 golf tournament that they
helped launch as well as prostate
cancer support work. As you know,
Bob is a cancer survivor. Bob continues
to run (jog?) at a gentlemanly pace and
golfs. They have three grandchildren,
a grandson in Vermont and two stepgrandchildren in Arizona. Also, Bob
wanted you to know that the ’58 Tau
Delts remain in constant contact
and hope that their next event will
be a reunion at the home of David
and Sheila Campbell Rhoades in
Colorado. . . . Thanks to those of
you who take the time to send those
e-mails. I hope more of you do so.
Have a great summer.
—Margaret Smith Henry

60

Do any of you have more than
nine grandchildren? Dick ’57 and
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Susan Macomber Vogt, Cynthia
and Jerry Guiles and Charlie ’61 and
Ann Dudley Dewitt all have nine.
Charlie and Ann have settled into
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their retirement home on the water
in Friendship, Maine, hoping to have
lots of visits from their three children
and the nine grandchildren. Her work
as director of disability determination
services was very rewarding, she says,
as about $450 million comes to Maine
citizens each year because of the
decisions they made. . . . Hank Van
Beever lives in Antigua. Retired from
the charter yacht scene, he owns a
small company that deals with onboard computer systems for yachts
that base themselves in Antigua for
the winter. He has four children and
four grandchildren but is divorced
and single now. He is sorry to have
missed our reunion, but he invites
any of his classmates or DU fraternity
brothers to visit him in English
Harbour. . . . After my rather desperate
e-mail, Ken Nigro sent what he calls
“useless information.” He lives in
Sarasota, Fla., and operates baseball
fantasy camps and cruises for major
league teams, among them the San
Diego Padres and Milwaukee Brewers.
Because he knows Larry Lucchino,
the new president/CEO of the Red
Sox, he’ll operate both a cruise and
fantasy camp for the Red Sox in 2003.
He is looking forward to spending
some time in Boston and hopes to visit
Colby one of these days. . . . Ralph
Nelson helps prospective members of
the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) who live outside the U.S
delineate and document their descent
from a patriot ancestor. As chairman of
the international development council
of the SAR, he leads six ambassadors
in working with prospects from Hong
Kong to Brazil to Denmark. In March,
two weeks after 40 members of the
SAR instituted a state society in
Mexico, they presented Ralph with
a distinguished service medal for his
help in organizing that society. . . .
Janice Rideout Carr is director of
the honors institute and a program
for academically talented youth at
Foothill College in Los Altos Hills,
Calif. Janice, who is planning to work
as long as it is still fun and rewarding, has traveled to Wyoming,
Sierra Nevada, Moro Bay and the
Mojave Desert. She talks with Eunice
Bucholz Spooner a few times a
year and exchanges Christmas cards
with Janet Grout Williams and Bev
Jackson Glockler. . . . After 30 years
in the USAF and 10 working for a
small company providing engineering
and technical support to the Defense
Department, Peter N. “Mac” Mc
Farlane has retired completely. He
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lives in Evergreen, Colo., where, a bit
late in life, he took up skiing (players
on the hockey team at Colby weren’t
allowed even to look at a pair of skis).
Mac also plays hockey on occasion
but says the rinks down in the Denver
suburbs seem like a lifetime away.
With two grandchildren in Virginia,
Mac and his wife travel that direction
whenever possible. They took a
cruise to the eastern Mediterranean
last spring, visiting Athens, Santorini, Mikonos, Rhodes, Corfu and
Katakalon in Greece and cities in
Turkey, Egypt, Croatia and Italy. . . .
Now retired, George ’58 and Wendy
McWilliam Denneen relaxed in
the March sunshine of southern
California, visiting their daughter,
Sue, who teaches there and who
was married there on the beach
last August. Wendy and George are
heading for Ireland in August after
the wedding of their son, Matt. They
are hoping finally to be grandparents!
. . . Last August, Peter Van Alyea
and Marian (his wife of three years)
visited Waring Blackburn and his
wife, Audrey (married two weeks
earlier). They then drove across
the top of New England, visiting
Colby for his first time since our 25th
reunion in 1985. Peter is still the
owner and president of Redwood Oil
Company in Santa Rosa, Calif., and
in his spare time grows chardonnay,
merlot and cabernet sauvignon grapes
that they sell to Clos du Bois. They
live in a farmhouse he built in the
vineyard and go to Hawaii every
winter to work on their golf (lost
cause, he says) and to Europe every
spring. . . . Ted and Liz Boccasile
Mavis have two handsome, unmarried
28-year-old sons who are enjoying
traveling and the single life just like
their mother and father did! Liz is
having fun working part time as a
reservationist at the Saybrook Point
Inn & Spa only five minutes from their
retirement home, which overlooks
Long Island. . . . Charlotte Wood
MacPhetres enjoys her (new) career
teaching learning disabled little ones.
She loves living on the water in Minot,
Mass. . . . Jean Foley is working just
three days a week. The rest of the
time she looks after her dogs, cats
and hens, as well as husband, on 20
acres of land on the Missisquoi River.
They have about an acre vegetable
and flower garden and sell the extra
produce at the roadside. Since our 40th
reunion, she has been sporadically in
touch with Sandy Mayer Zinman.
. . . Doug ’58 and Judy Ingram

Newsmakers
Patricia Ey Ingraham ’63, an English teacher
at Norwood (Mass.) High School for the past
35 years, was honored by her colleagues at a
ceremony naming her Norwood High’s Outstanding Teacher of the Year  Richard W.
Davis ’65 received the Independent Insurance Agents of America’s highest individual
honor—the Woodworth Memorial Award for
special, meritorious and outstanding service
on behalf of the independent agency system
and IIAA members. Davis is president and
chairman of Provider Insurance Group,
Patricia Ey Ingraham ’63
Inc., an independent agency with offices in
Massachusetts and Rhode Island  “Cutting Class,” an article in Northern
Woodlands magazine, applauded Martin C. Dodge ’65, coach of the Finger
Lakes Community College woodsmen’s team. Dodge’s men’s and women’s
teams have won the Intercollegiate Woodmen’s Weekend title a combined
26 times since 1980. His students go on to become tree surgeons, woodlot
managers, foresters and other woods-related professionals  The 2001 Babe
Ruth Softball Volunteer of the Year Award went to Milford, N.H.’s Russell
N. Monbleau ’66, who stepped up to the Babe Ruth plate in 1981 and has
since become state commissioner. He was selected for the award from more
than a million volunteers throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Milestones
Marriages: Ceylon L. Barclay ’63 to Irina P. Barclay in Moscow, Russia.
Deaths: Wesley D. Jordan ’61, February 26, 2002, in Naples, Fla., at
64  Gerry H. Parker ’61, April 27, 2002, in Biddeford, Maine, at
64  Joanne Randel Jensen ’62, September 20, 1999, in Burbank, Calif.,
at 59  Jeffrey F. Browning ’67, November 18, 2001, in Bend, Ore., at
56  Thomas H. Hopgood ’67, October 3, 2001, in Madison, Wis., at
56.

Hatfield moved out of their almost
200-year-old home and moved just
1.5 miles into a one-story home that
they are renovating and expanding.
Their children are all doing well, and
they have three “grandgirls”—all at
a distance, so most of their traveling
lately is to see them. Judy bumped
into Gail Longnecker Brown in
Concord one day last fall, and they
had a fun time catching up on each
other’s families. . . . Jack and Joanne
Price Rockett are both still working,
although slowing down a bit and
spending more time in Lauderdale
by the Sea, Fla. Their kids, Jolie and
Will, are getting master’s degrees,
she in education and he in business.
Will works full time at US Trust and
attends NYU at night; Jolie, recently
engaged, goes to Hunter and hopes
to teach in public schools.
—Jane Holden Huerta

61 We only have what we have (for

news, that is!). Two stalwart citizens
of ’61 conveyed messages by e-mail.
Carol Davidson Jack wrote that
she and Carole Ann Pope enjoyed
driving to the class reunion together
from Brunswick (they live only a few
miles from each other). “I enjoyed
the reunion very much and thought
Colby did a wonderful job keeping
all those people happy and busy,”
she added. Carol and her husband
celebrated their most recent anniversary with an Alaskan cruise. “It was a
fabulous vacation but our happiness
turned quickly to sadness when
shortly after our return the events
of September 11 occurred. So many
lives have been changed forever.” . . .
Carol’s Colby roommate Bebe Clark
Mutz visited Maine last November
to research genealogy at the Lisbon
Falls Historical Society. Condolences
to you, Bebe, on the recent loss of your
husband, Moff. . . . Thanks to Betsy
Perry Burke for communicating

that she and husband Ed ’60 spent
three February weeks in Florida at
Bob Burke’s Naples home, which
included laugh-filled days with Ed’s
Colby roommate, Ed Marchetti ’60,
and his wife, Patty, in Bonita Springs.
They enjoyed a mini-reunion with
fellow golfer George Bagas—a first
meeting since graduation! We’d love
to see you back at an official Colby
reunion, George! There’s golf! Betsy
also reports time spent with her
college roommate Helen Johnson
Knox and her husband, Ron, recently
retired to Sarasota. In addition, a
gathering in Venice brought Cy
Theobald ’62, retiring from Kent
School this year and moving full time
to his home in Exeter, N.H., where
he and Betsy grew up next door to
each other. . . . Seems we have quite
a Florida “snowbird” group—some
flocking to the west coast. . . . As
more of us join the ranks of the
retired, we find more free time for
Colby friends and neighbors—let’s
hear about your connections and
recent discoveries. And it would be
wonderful to see a ’61 group at the
Colby Homecoming celebration,
October 18-20, 2002. My sister, Lee
Scrafton Bujold ’64, attends almost
every year, consistently reporting a
fantastic weekend. . . . Your class
correspondent is thrilled to be receiving the Colby Alumni Outstanding
Educator Award for 2002 and is
planning to fly in for the presentation
and to enjoy fall colors for the first
time in more than 30 years. Would
enjoy seeing as many ’61ers as can
make it—there’s a way to bring me
your news!
—Diane Scrafton Ferreira

62 By the time this news is pub-

lished, our 40th reunion will be over.
I hope I’ll gather so much news at the
reunion that the next several columns
will be too long. . . . I had a great
phone chat with Jan Griffith, who
is dean of Georgia State University
School of Law in Atlanta. Jan is one
of the few women in our class who
pursued a career in law or medicine.
How times have changed. Jan is an
avid supporter of Colby and has
steered students to Colby. At the
moment, daughters of two of her
peers attend the College. We had a
good, healthy discussion on the values
of a liberal arts education. . . . Paul
Hickey has again been nominated
for a Daytime Emmy for his work on
set design for As the World Turns. He
has won the award four times. Good

luck, Paul. . . . Gerry Tays wrote
from Washington that after 30 years
with the National Park Service, he
joined Washington State Parks as
a volunteer only to be hired soon
thereafter to begin a program in
historic preservation. Gerry has just
been notified that he is to receive a
state historic preservation officer’s
award for outstanding achievement in
historic preservation, specifically for
“Outstanding Achievement in Public
Education.” Gerry mentioned also
that he was the only geology major in
our class. I find that hard to believe!
Congratulations!
—Pat Farnham Russell

63 Planning for our 40th reunion

is underway. Keep the first weekend in
June 2003 free and plan with friends to
come. Any ideas on reunion should go
to our president, Ann Bruno Hocking,
at bootyann@aol.com. . . . Al Carville
reminds us that this should be The
Reunion not to be missed as we should
all still be in good form. “It should
be bigger than our 50th!” . . . Nancy
Reynolds Jensen hopes to make it
and sends a hello to Jane Melanson
Dahmen and Barbara Haines Chase.
I saw Jane Dahmen at the opening of
her show of oil paintings of Tuscany
landscapes at the Powers Gallery in
Acton, Mass. With Susan Comeau
and Bonnie Brown Potter also there,
it was like a mini-reunion. In February
we were at the funeral of Peg Chase
Macomber ’27, Jane’s wonderful aunt,
whom many of you may have known
at Colby when the Macombers lived
on the second floor of Roberts. At
that time, Bill Macomber ’27 ran the
summer institutes and clambakes at
Colby. It was actually my family’s connections with the Macombers, starting
at Camp Medomak in Washington,
Maine, that brought me to Colby.
. . . Jo-Ann Wincze French writes
that a layoff a year ago from General
Electric Lighting in Cleveland turned
into a blessing as she is now working
for Venture Lighting only minutes
from home. Her mother is still doing
well. She is enjoying her three young
grandsons who live nearby. . . . Judy
Spear has returned to Maine from
Lancaster, Mass., and is now living in
Brooksville. Continuing her freelance
editing in art history and involvement
in local land-conservation networks,
she loves the “tonic effect of the
salt air and breathtaking vista—some
500 feet from the Atlantic” of her
renovated bungalow. . . . Although she
retired four years ago from the CIA,

Midge Walton Holmes continues
living in McLean, Va. She has two
new passions: oil painting and senior
women’s softball. She and her husband, Chris, visited and skied with
Mary Lee Grant McIntosh and
her husband, Terry, at their new
home in Wintergreen, Va. They also
frequently see Silvia Caillet-Bois
Bonta, who lives in Bethesda. . . .
Michael Sylvester and his wife,
Sarah, have enjoyed getting back to
the Colby campus—“the place looks
great!”—as they have a son at the
Hyde School in Bath. . . . Allen
and Rosemary Blankenship Hubbard celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. Living in Charlotte,
N.C., Allen is doing part-time environmental consulting and is involved
in local environmental justice projects.
Rosemary is between jobs but keeps
busy with three grandsons whom
they are raising. . . . A quick note
from Ceylon Barclay has him in
Azerbaijan and Russia for the next
six months. . . . In Cohasset, Mass.,
Patti (Raymond ’65) and Thomas
Thomas have been enjoying their
infant twin grandsons—sons of Bob
Thomas ’88 and Carrie O’Brien
’88—and had just returned from a
“great week” in London. . . . James
McConchie is semi-retired and very
busy with his wife and two daughters
restoring the Susan B. Anthony
birthplace in Adams, Mass., as a center
for women’s causes and studies. . . .
On a personal note, I did get up to
the dedication of the new Crawford
Art Studios in the fall and was happy
to see Professors Miller and Meader
and also the new student studios being
used so well. Be sure to see them and
the art museum on your next trip.
And keep those e-mails and letters
coming for some class news.
—Karen Forslund Falb

64 Paul Tessier has been getting

a lot of press in Maine lately as he
seeks a seat in the Maine Senate after
three terms in the Legislature. Well
known for his interest in economic
development, Paul earned his master’s
degree from UNC-Chapel Hill,
retired from the Army in 1993 as
a lieutenant colonel and currently
works as clinical director of the Maine
Children’s Home for Little Wanderers in Waterville. His daughter also
serves in the Maine House, an unusual
father-daughter team. . . . Morgan
McGinley, who received the Stephen
A. Collins Freedom of Information
Award for his long-term commitment

to citizens’ right to know, continues
to be tireless in testifying, lobbying
and writing legislation concerning
freedom of information. . . . Bob
Gelbard spoke at Colby last November on terrorism, a subject he knows
firsthand from his long, recently
completed career in foreign service.
. . . Gloria Shepherd received a
certificate in Web page design from
the New School University. “I am
not a programmer,” she wrote. “My
knowledge is the creation of images
for the Web and building sites.” She
says that the Class of 1964 Web site
is under construction, but if you have
photos to post, please get permission
from the people in the photo and send
the photo to her. . . . Dick Larschan
got together with George Shur last
summer. “I was at Notre Dame for a
five-week National Endowment for
the Humanities program on AngloIrish literature,” he says, “and decided
to take a side-trip to Illinois, where
I popped in on George and Martha
(Shur, not Washington). Both of us
agreed we hadn’t changed a bit in the
intervening years since he and I, His
Ambassadorship Bob Gelbard and
Steve “Roberts Rules” Schoeman
bunked down in Averill a mere 42 years
ago.” Dick’s daughter, Alexandra, just
finished looking over Colby. “I was
quite impressed,” Dick says, “that I’d
somehow managed to get in there
(obviously some things have changed
in the intervening 42 years!)” . . . Jon
Allen still works as an independent
consultant in electronics and applied
physics, but his main client now is
a solar photovoltaic company that
is developing better panels to turn
sunlight into electricity. “I really
enjoy the work,” he said. . . . B.J.
Campbell’s son, David, and his wife,
Liz, gave birth to twin girls Feb. 22.
These are her first grandchildren,
“and I am in awe of them already,”
she wrote. “Having had two sons, I
am really having fun with pink and
girl things.”. . . Jerry Shapiro, now
chairman of the counseling psych
graduate department at Santa Clara
University, says he’s surprised to be
“enjoying some parts of it. One of
those is that it’s a constant excuse
to avoid finishing my next book.”
His daughter is a sophomore at
Willamette U. in Salem, Ore., and is
planning to spend her junior year in
Ecuador; his soccer and water polo
player son is about to enter high
school. Jerry’s wife of 21 years is also a
psychologist and professor. They live
in Los Altos, Calif., and would love
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to see any of you who are traveling
through or who live in the vicinity. . . .
Susan Woodward wrote that she has
her own real estate company “at last,
with three associates at present—we
specialize in selling beautiful homes
to wonderful people who don’t whine
much and are lots of fun to work
with!” She has two granddaughters
in New England and a third due in
June in San Francisco. . . . Barbara
Carr Howson is back in school
in a graduate program in school
counseling and hopes to finish by May
2003 “so I can work a few years before
retiring! Better later than never, I
say! I don’t remember school being
so hard!” Two of her sons are in grad
school also. She, one son and her
Bryn Mawr College daughter will
all graduate in May 2003. “In sum,”
she says, “I am just grateful for every
day and for being able to follow this

dream.” . . . Mike Robinson reports
that he and Carol (Ingerman) are
about to embark on a new adventure
in life. Soon after he graduates from
Bangor Theological Seminary he
will be ordained as a UCC (Congregationalist) minister. They hope to be
called to a church somewhere on the
coast of Maine so they can get more
“boat time” on their sailboat. Their
son, Brian, lives in St. Louis and is
expecting his second child. Their
daughter, Ann, is in Hopkinton,
Mass., has a very active 3 1/2-year-old
and is hoping for a second child soon.
“Grandchildren are just the best there
is in life,” he said. Mike’s report on his
family company and the economy in
northern Maine, however, is sobering.
He says the population of Millinocket
and E. Millinocket plunged 25 percent
between 1990 and 2000 as The Great
Northern Paper Company fell on

hard times. “Much of the land and
many forest products businesses in
northern Maine have been bought
up by Canadian firms,” he says, “and
many of us fear our part of Maine will
eventually become a national park.”
. . . Lynne Davidson, still the chair
of the organizational behavior and
communication department at New
York University, McGhee Division
for Adult Students, says she loves
teaching adults and her subject area.
Last summer she started consulting
to JPMorganChase, helping in the
redeployment and counseling of
employees whose jobs were eliminated. She wrote that on September
11, “I switched my schedule around
so I was not down by the World Trade
Center for the first time in months.
A miracle I guess. However, the
first plane flew over my apartment
in Greenwich Village (the “frozen

zone”) and I witnessed both towers
implode! Two days later I joined
other senior consultants and began
conducting group debriefings and crisis
interventions for all JPMorganChase
employees. Some of the most difficult
yet rewarding work I have ever done.”
—Sara Shaw Rhoades

65 Changes! We have reached

that age when transitions are finally
producing some news. The Internet
seems to be your preferred method
of communication, and the College
forwards your notes to me via a
white mule. It’s slow but does get
to New Jersey. . . . Virgil Hervey
(vhrv@yahoo.com) reports giving up
his law practice in 2000 to devote full
time to writing. His short story “The
Overall Picture” was published in The
Vincent Brothers Review and has been
nominated for a 2002 Pushcart Prize.

susan woodward ’64
Lifelong Learner

Colby got Susan Woodward ’64 so into trying new things that she
packed up and left two years into her stint on Mayflower Hill. It’s not
a typical story, but the 59-year-old mother of two still considers herself
a Colby alumna, and she says she’s still trying new things the way she
did as a student. “I had the chance to go to New Zealand,” recalls the
one-time art major. “I just couldn’t turn it down.”
It’s just one of many slam-on-the-brakes-and-spin-the-wheel turns
she has made in her life, and she says she wouldn’t have it any other
way. “I love learning,” she said. “I think I would make a wonderful
full-time student if it were a viable career option.”
Instead, she’s doing real estate and dabbling in learning. In fact, just
a few years back, she closed shop and did a study abroad program in
Italy. In her 50s and decades removed from Mayflower Hill, Woodward toured Italy with a gaggle of 20-something college students.
“It scared me a lot,” she said.
But it’s a fascination with new things that prompted her to
choose Colby and to keep moving in the years since she
left. Her latest success is digital. She decided to
learn HTML—Hypertext Markup Language, the Internet programming
code—and take her real estate
business to the Web. That, of
course, required a few
classes, which she was
happy to take.
But it appears
to have paid off.
Just recently she
finalized a deal
on a house in
her home state of
North Carolina.
She was actually
visiting friends in
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New York City at the time. The buyer was in Idaho
and the seller was in Tokyo. Her site brought them
all together to seal the deal.
Now that her real estate company is taking off,
she says she’s thinking about hitting the brakes
again and leaning into another turn. “Change is so exciting,” she said. “I
want to try things. I mean, I’m not going to jump out of airplanes, but I’m
always ready to make a change.”
From traveling to advertising to sales to marketing to real estate to
Web programming—with painting and studying thrown in there like seasoning—Woodward’s résumé reads like the job pamphlets they
give out in Career Services.
All that with no regrets. Sort of.
“I really should have finished Colby when it cost all of
$2,300 a year,” she said with a chuckle.
She hasn’t decided what her next move will be.
Maybe west. Possibly north. The housing market is
good these days, and she should know. So maybe, she
says, she’ll dabble in real estate a few months out of
the year. Anything’s possible.
And retirement? “Oh boy, I should start
thinking about my retirement,” she said.
Not that she’s ready to retire, although it
would be something new to try. She’s got a
few more turns ahead, she said, before
hitting the brakes for good. “I haven’t
minded getting older
one bit,” she said with a
laugh. “Though I don’t
particularly like the
sound of sixty.”
—Matt Apuzzo ’00

Virgil’s stories, poetry, articles and
reviews have appeared in 40-plus
small press publications. . . . In January
2001 Nick Locsin and Sue Cook
’67 moved to Amherst, N.H., where
Nick (nick.locsin@compaq.com) is
a product manager with Compaq
Computer Corp. in Nashua. . . . Nancy
Kendig Montagna has been working
as a clinical psychologist in suburban
Maryland (nantagna@aol.com). After
graduation she reports turning down a
Peace Corps assignment to Thailand
in favor of marrying Don. They
adopted two children from India
who are now grown. She’s now
learning Spanish and exploring new
challenges involving human rights and
democracy projects with International
Partners, which will network her to
those in need. Nancy also enjoys
“Yogarythmics (dancing all the moods
and feelings of the seven chakras),
African-style community singing,
walks in the mountains, our two sweet
llamas, gardening and all the good
people in my life.” . . . Bob Rogers
(rrogers1@ashland.edu) reports from
Ashland College, Ohio, that “I enjoy
what I do, but it is not much to write
about and watch.” He’s a professor in
economics. Bob went to China last
fall to present a paper and visited
Beijing and Nanchang: “interesting
but somewhat overwhelming.” He
says, “day to day things are not a
lot different from what they were at
Colby. Last night, I went to the Nook,
which is Ashland, Ohio’s answer to
the old Silver Dollar.” . . . Class
president Sunny Coady reports on
a summer ’01 trip to Germany with
Bucky and Anna Owens Smith and
a July ’01 sailing trip in Maine with
Rick and Nancy Winslow Harwood
and George Hooker, who was on
a holiday from his home base in
Bangkok. Sunny continues a heavy
schedule on the board of Easter Seals
Massachusetts. . . . Dave Fearon
(fearon@mail.ccsu.edu) has been on
sabbatical from teaching management and organization behavior at
Connecticut State University and
conducting studies on “knowledge
management” with his son, Dave
Jr. ’89. With a book in progress, he
concludes: “There’s still teaching
juice in ol’ ‘Doc’ Fearon yet.” . . .
Marty Dodge (dodgemc@flcc.edu)
took his annual trip to Alaska with
students from Finger Lakes Community College “to fly fish for rainbow
trout.” The ninth trip is scheduled
for 30 days this summer. . . . 2001
finished with my annual lunch with

Jay Fell ’66 and my old roommate,
Frank Musche ’66, and his wife,
Susan (Brown). Susan and Frank
are somewhere in the Canary Islands
playing golf as I compose this column.
Talk about a wicked slice. . . . Hail,
Colby, Hail!
—Richard W. Bankart
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Bill Koster, former vice president at Bristol-Myers Squibb and now
CEO of Neurogen Corporation, a
biotech drug development company,
continues to garner attention in
the press. A February 2002 article
in the Hartford, Conn., Courant business section featured Bill under the
headline “Old Hand at New Drugs;
Discovery Still Thrills Neurogen’s
New CEO.” Bill and his wife live in
Guilford, Conn. He lists his hobbies as
sailing, bicycling, hiking and fishing.
. . . Colby ’68 and Pat Berg Currier
retired and moved to Maine from
Maryland in December 1998. They
love their view of the Ewin Narrows
from their home in Harpswell, where
Mary Sue Hilton Weeks has used
her incredible skills as a faux painter
and muralist to create a spectacular
new guestroom for them. Pat and
Colby also keep in touch with Janna
Vaughan Kasarjian, Jack and Paula
Mc Namara McConnell, Bruce ’65
and Ruth Kelleher Hertz, Doug
and Beth Adams Keene, Elaine and
Craig Little and Mike and Fran
Clapp Becker. Colby still works as a
consultant part time, and the Curriers
spent about a third of 2001 traveling
Australia and England and around
the U.S. from Florida to Alaska. . . .
Diane Leach Wilbur also moved to
Maine in December 1998 and hasn’t
regretted leaving Connecticut for
a minute. Diane lives in Scarborough and is accounting manager for
Portland’s WCSH-TV, Channel 6.
We get together in Portland often,
the last time as Diane was anticipating
an April vacation at a beach house
in Charleston, S.C. . . . Nice to see
that Charlie “Chip” Birlem is on
the board of directors of the Coastal
Maine Botanical Gardens, which are
located on a beautiful site in Boothbay,
Maine. Charlie grew up in Southwest
Harbor and moved back to Maine
from Massachusetts when he retired
from his controller position at GTE.
Sounds like a trend to me. He and his
wife, Ellen, live in Boothbay and have
three grown children. . . . George
Cain, father of George Michael,
Lauren, Rachel, Anne and Suzanne,
looked forward to his youngest

(Suzanne) child’s May 2002 graduation from Pitzer College in California
and hopes that all five children don’t
feel graduate studies are a must.
Two of the five are married—three
daughters to go, then George says his
theme song will be “Free at Last.”
He sent me his news in March, just
as he and his wife, Sue, were leaving
for Japan to visit daughter Anne ’01,
who is there for a year in the Japanese
English Teacher Program. George
and fellow entrepreneur Ed Burrell
have established a North American
division for a European software
company. George tells us that Ed “is
as feisty as ever. He has played rugby
extensively and other sports where
men who are 4 feet 11 inches tall can
excel.” Okay Ed, it’s your turn. Tell
us about your friend and business
partner George. . . . Hat’s off to our
Colby Alumni Council representative,
Linda Mitchell Potter, who is doing
a great job of keeping us informed
about Colby and giving us plenty
of reasons to be proud of our alma
mater. Linda is an active member
of the Alumni Council, as is class
president Fran Finizio, who is heading up the new career services group
of the council. . . . As of mid-March
my news barrel is empty and needs
refilling. You can send your news
to the College or directly to me via
e-mail or snail-mail, free form or on
the form in the back of this magazine.
I even answer my telephone. . . .
Waiting to hear from you.
—Natalie Bowerman Zaremba
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Pensions and Investments, a
professional journal for the field,
reports that Todger Anderson is
president of Denver Investment
Advisors. The company’s Westcore
brand mutual funds manage more
than $7 billion in mutual fund assets.
Along with his administrative duties,
Todger is a portfolio manager on the
Midcap Growth equity team. As more
of us look forward to retirement, we’ll
need folks like Todger to shape up
our portfolios after recent market
conditions. . . . Ann Russell Starr
is living in Oakton, Va., with her
husband, Michael, and her two
daughters, Jessica, 18, and Victoria,
14. They moved into a new home a
little over a year ago and have been in
the process of getting it all together
ever since. Ann retired from teaching
and real estate when her children
were born, and she’s kept herself busy
with volunteer work. For a while she
was a very active day-trader in the

stock market but has slowed her pace
a bit the past few years. Anne says,
“We still get out to our place in Vail
several times a year to ski, but my
old knees are not what they used to
be. I had to give up distance running
several years ago and have replaced
my daily run with a variety of exercises
ranging from yoga to spinning to
weights. My oldest will be off to
college next year (unfortunately she
wouldn’t consider Colby), and the
youngest will start high school.”
September 11 had an impact on their
family’s routine when the Association
of Trial Lawyers of America, for which
her husband, Mike, is general counsel,
decided to set up a program offering
free legal help for 9/11 victims and
families. “Mike is overseeing the
N.Y.C. office, so since early November
we only see him on weekends,” she
said. “It is a small sacrifice considering
all the events. I have visited in N.Y.C.
several times, but it is difficult with
a busy household in Virginia. If any
classmates are ever in the Washington,
D.C., area, I would love to see them.
We are about 14 miles west of the
city.” Ann planned to make it to
the reunion this June, although it
happened the weekend before her
daughter’s graduation and family was
coming in from all over. She may not
be able to be in Maine for as long as
she would have liked. . . . It really is nice
to be able to look up Colby classmates
when you travel! During February
school vacation, my husband, Carl,
and I went to Arizona to do the
Grand Canyon. Before we flew out
of Phoenix, we had dinner with Mark
and Sue Barden Johnson. They are
both doctors in Paradise Valley, Ariz.,
and love living there. Sue wasn’t able
to come to the reunion because they
were to head to Massachusetts for
the marriage of their youngest son
in early July. Last fall Sue attended
a conference on smoking cessation
in New Orleans and guess who her
roommate was! Yes, her Colby roommate Doreen Corson Maines, who
represented the state of Maine at the
conference. The two of them had a
wonderful time exploring the “Big
Easy.” . . . Mike Picher has been
involved in Canadian Olympic team
athlete arbitrations and was recently
named to the panel of arbitrators
established by Sport Canada for all
athletic doping offenses. Mike and
Pam (Cooper) were to be in Italy
for graduation exercises at Canadian
College Italy, the prep school attended
by their daughter, Marielle, a function
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that unfortunately conflicted with the
35th reunion. They send their best
wishes to everyone. . . . What have
you been up to for the past 35 years?
Please drop us an e-mail and let us
know so we can include it in our
next column.
—Robert Gracia and Judy Gerrie Heine
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I received an interesting e-mail
from Hethie Shores Parmesano: “In
January I was sitting in the Amsterdam
airport waiting for a flight to Nairobi
when a gentleman walked up to me
and said, ‘Are you Hethie Shores?’ It
was Bob Lloyd. He was also on his
way to Nairobi on business. We had
a lovely chat, catching up on each
other’s lives. Now that’s what I
call a small-world event!” . . . The
other news I have was gleaned from
Colby’s clipping service. Both John
DeSimone and Paul Nelson, who
each received master’s as well as
bachelor’s degrees from Colby, began
new teaching positions in Maine last
fall. John is now technology teacher
at Yarmouth High School, having
taught previously at Sanford High
School. Paul, who began his career in
the Messalonskee School District and
has 33 years of experience teaching
science, has returned to teach biology
at Messalonskee High School after
having taught at Waterville High
School for the previous three years.
. . . Classmates, as you can see from
the length of this column, I need you
to e-mail me at once with updates
on your lives.
—Nancy Dodge Bryan

70 It was wonderful to hear inter-

esting news from several classmates
this quarter—thanks, and let’s keep
a good trend going! . . . In 2000
Kathy Hill married Bill Wade, an Air
Force fighter pilot turned Methodist
minister, whom she met during the
course of her involvement on the
board of a homeless shelter for women
and children. She continues to teach
German at Amarillo (Texas) High
School and may be found scooting
around with Bill on their Harley
Davidsons, much to the delight of
their combined total of six children
and five grandchildren. Kathy, it was
so good to hear from you! . . . Libby
Brown Strough and her husband,
Bob, participated in a personal Great
Escape to southern France last spring.
Upon returning to the States, they
turned their attentions once again
to working on plans for their retirement home on the shores of Lake
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Winnipesaukee in New Hampshire.
Though retirement is still a way away,
they’re thinking ahead—it sounds like
a beautiful spot they’re developing.
Bob continues to travel frequently
to Japan and Southeast Asia in his
work, while Libby is still working
as a project management consultant
at Royal & Sun Alliance. Their son,
Jonathan, lives in Warwick, R.I., and
began his graduate studies at Bryant
College last September. . . . It was nice
to read in an article in the Shirley,
Mass., Oracle that Linda Loring Shea
has become the director of the new
and, according to Linda, “pretty
close to perfect” Hazen Memorial
Library in this community in central
Massachusetts. After earning her
M.L.S. at Simmons College, she
began her career as youth librarian
at Fitchburg Public Library and
K-3 librarian at Peter Fitzgerald
Elementary School in Pepperell.
Over the course of her career, she has
watched and taken an active role in
many changes as her libraries have
grown and successfully responded
to the new challenges presented by
technology and the Internet. She
notes that, contrary to predictions
that local libraries wouldn’t be able to
withstand the pressure of the Internet
and the growth of the megabookstores
and Amazon.com, libraries continue
to have as vital a place in their communities as ever and that “computers
make the routine part easier.” . . .
Clare Bonelli dropped me a note
from her home 60 miles southeast
of Tucson, saying “life in southern
Arizona is good.” She is involved in
church activities, runs a guest cabin
and sits on the governing board of
“one of the country’s best little
high schools.” Her husband is a
certified fingerprint expert consulting
for defense attorneys and also does
bloodstain pattern analysis and crime
scene consulting. Their daughter,
Sparky, 11, is a straight-A student
involved in several extracurricular
activities. The family hikes and bikes,
and Clare, with her characteristic
dry humor, closed her note with “It’s
warm and sunny here on the 27th of
February. Have a great winter.” . . . I
was pleased, but not at all surprised,
to read in a profile from The New
York Law Journal that Nicky Pach
continues to distinguish herself on the
bench of the Suffolk County (N.Y.)
Family Court. After graduating from
Boston College Law School in 1973,
Nicky began her career as an attorney
at Neighborhood Legal Services in

Invest Your Money
in Colby and
Watch It Grow

If you’ve thought about establishing a charitable
remainder trust that may provide you with an
increasing income, but you don’t quite have the
$50,000 required to establish it, Colby’s new
streamlined charitable remainder trust may be the
choice for you. It lets you establish a charitable
remainder trust for as little as $25,000.
A streamlined charitable remainder trust can be
created with cash or marketable securities, and
you can choose up to two lifetime beneficiaries to
receive quarterly payments. Although there can
be no guarantees, because of the way the trusts
are calculated you can expect payments that will
increase over time.
For information on setting up a streamlined charitable
remainder trust or other planned gift,
contact Steve Greaves, director of capital giving,
or Sue Cook ’75, associate director of planned giving,
Colby College, Waterville, Maine 04901.
phone: 207-872-3210
e-mail: plangift@colby.edu

Hartford and spent most of her career
in various areas of family law before
being elected to her present position.
Nicky notes that “the Family Court’s
first priority is to assure the safety
and best interest of children.” I’m
sure her expertise and commitment
has touched many children and their
families positively. . . . Eileen Boerner
Patch e-mailed just the other day that
she and Jim are pleased that their son
will be a freshman at Colby in the
fall. She says they “hope he will love
Colby as much as we did.” . . . We’re
on the other end of four years, as Ken
and I will return to Colby this May
to watch our son, Ken, graduate with
a degree in American studies. We
are pleased and proud that two of
our three children—Laura graduated
from Colby in 1998; our eldest, Sarah,
graduated from Tufts in 1996—have
benefited from the Colby experience.
. . . Send news—it’s fun to hear
from you!
—Brenda Hess Jordan
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It was great to hear from Joe
Greenman in January. Joe had been
re-elected Manlius Village, N.Y.,
justice last year and was performing
a wedding the weekend of our 30th
reunion. Joe’s son graduated from
Cornell in May 2000 and is an actor
in L.A. His daughter is searching
for colleges as of this writing. . . .
Charlie Ritch has been promoted to
executive vice president at Plymouth
Savings Bank. Previously a senior
vice president of the bank, Charlie
will head up the new banking services group, which will encompass
commercial and consumer lending,
compliance, residential lending,
retail and trust services. Charlie was
formerly with Sovereign Bank-New
England and, before that, BankBoston
for 27 years. Charlie is a director of the
Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce,
treasurer of the Cape and Islands
Development Corporation and a
trustee of the University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth Foundation.
Charlie has a master’s of business
administration degree from Northeastern University and is also a graduate of the Stonier School of Banking.
. . . Is anyone interviewed more
often in central Maine newspapers on
the economy than Charles Colgan?
Representing the Muskie Institute
of Public Affairs at the University of
Southern Maine, Charles remarked
in the Morning Sentinel, September
28, 2001, “There’s not a lot of good
news here,” an understatement in

light of the terrorist attacks of 9/11.
. . . Deborah Wentworth Lansing
wrote that she is still in Chicago,
where she operates her own insurance, brokerage and accounting
services business. She reports having
purchased land in Bradenton, Fla., for
her next home. (Be sure to let your
classmates know when the home is
ready and we can all visit you there!)
Her daughter, Sarah, is a sophomore
at Michigan State, while her son,
Gerrit, a junior at The Latin School
of Chicago, is beginning the college
search. . . . Leslie Anderson wrote
of her reunion at Pat Trow Parent’s
“gorgeous new house” in Keene,
N.H., with Debbie Messer Zlatin,
Karen Hoerner Neel and Jan
Blatchford Gordon. Mary Jukes
Howard participated by phone from
Oklahoma City. Formerly in marketing, Leslie started her own marketing
communications consulting business
a couple of years ago, helping earlystage companies to get the word out
about themselves. At this writing,
Leslie was about to embark on a onewoman show of her paintings and
collages inspired by a trip to Venice
in the fall of 2001. Leslie’s husband,
a chemist, has been teaching in the
winter at Northeastern and growing
cut flowers in the summer. They hope
to find a farm in Maine to relocate
their cut flower business there. . . .
Mark Chalek has been named chief,
business ventures for Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center in Boston.
He will pursue opportunities for
business development and strategic
alliances and oversee intellectual
property, technology commercialization and research collaborations with
industry. Mark has directed BIDMC’s
office of corporate research since
1998 and has more than 20 years of
executive experience in the health care
and biotechnology industries. . . . Keep
those cards and letters coming!
—Nancy Neckes Dumart

72 Doug McMillan forwarded

the following news to me. Thank
you, Doug—we’ll all enjoy this. “A
group of us attended Mitch Fox’s
50th birthday party some months
back. Mitch rented the penthouse at
the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco,
which is spectacular. I can say without
reservation that the Colby alums set
the standard for partying!” Mitch,
Doug says, “continues a successful
career in hospital administration. He
and his wife, Martha, have a beautiful
place in San Francisco as well as one

in the Napa Valley!” . . . More from
Doug on those in attendance as well
as other classmates and younger grads
from whom Doug has heard: “Ann
and I continue to live in St. Paul,
Minn. Four kids (three boys and a
girl) all playing hockey. McMillan
Electric continues to make electric
motors for a great many applications,
including treadmills, fans, pumps
and air conditioners. We just opened
a plant in Mexico. Olé. . . . Mike
Gibbons continues to successfully
operate Rafferty’s Bar and Grill in
Braintree, Mass. The food is great,
the beer even better. Stop in if you
have the chance. . . . Clark Ruff is
living in Monroe, Conn., and is not
only a fabulous carpenter but still
a highly eligible bachelor. Great
shoes at the party, Clark! . . . Martha
(Hamilton ’74) and Joe Benson live
in White Bear Lake, Minn. Both have
successful careers in real estate. Joe is
managing an office for Edina Realty,
and Martha is operating an appraisal
company that she started a few years
ago. Need a house in Minnesota?
Call Joe and Martha. . . . Dana
Fitts continues to set records selling
furniture throughout the Midwest.
He and Linda and their two boys live
in the suburbs of Minneapolis. . . .
Jay Peabody lives in Littleton, Colo.,
with his wife, Robin (Sweeney ’74).
Still a great skier and still listening
to the Righteous Brothers! . . . Linda
Krohn Kildow ’74 is living in Vail with
her husband, Al. Linda’s daughter
skied in the Olympics and came in
sixth overall! . . . I played against
Scott Ryerse ’74 in a Blake/Saint Paul
Academy alumni hockey game. He’s
still a darned good goalie, but we beat
’em 5-4! . . . Mike Mather ’74 is a
very successful insurance agent in
Darien, Conn. He can still hold his
beer! . . . Bill (Bugsie) Callahan ’74
is a successful real estate agent in
Brockton, Mass., and was voted the
best dancer at Mitch’s party. . . . Bob
Preble ’74 lives in Seattle and sells
wood finishing products. Still the
second best Ping-Pong player KDR
ever produced and also a pretty mean
pool player. . . . Rocky Goodhope ’74
is a contractor in Billingham, Wash.,
and still wears a big smile! Well, that’s
about it from Lake Wobegon.” . . .
Doug, that was fabulous. Thank you
from all of us.
—Janet Holm Gerber
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I hope you all have heeded Alex
Wilson’s e-mail instructions and set
aside June 6-8, 2003, to attend our 30th

1970s Correspondents
1970
Brenda Hess Jordan
141 Tanglewood Drive
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
630-858-1514
classnews1970@alum.colby.edu
1971
Nancy Neckes Dumart
19 Deergrass Road
Shrewsbury, MA 01545
207-524-5701
classnews1971@alum.colby.edu
1972
Janet Holm Gerber
409 Reading Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850
301-424-9160
classnews1972@alum.colby.edu
1973
Jackie Nienaber Appeldorn
Mohonk Mountain House
New Paltz, NY 12561
845-255-4875
classnews1973@alum.colby.edu

1974

Robin Sweeney Peabody
46 Elk Lane
Littleton, CO 80127
303-978-1129
fax: 303-904-0941
classnews1974@alum.colby.edu

1975

Bruce Young
20 Applewood Avenue
Billerica, MA 01821
978-443-6417
classnews1975@alum.colby.edu

1976

Ann Dunlap LeBourdais
183 High Head Road
Harpswell, ME 04079
207-725-6883
classnews1976@alum.colby.edu

1977

Mark Lyons
66 Edgewood Drive
Hampton, NH 03842-3923
classnews1977@alum.colby.edu

1978

Robert S. Woodbury
484 Bridge Street
Hamilton, MA 01982
978-468-3805
fax: 617-951-9919
classnews1978@alum.colby.edu

1979

Cheri Bailey Powers
6027 Scout Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
719-532-9285
classnews1979@alum.colby.edu

reunion at Colby. Alex has formed a
committee to begin planning the festivities and welcomes input from any
and all class members. Contact him
by e-mail (awilson@courier.com). . . .
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You won’t need to wait another year,
though, to catch up on news from Joan
Emery. She writes that though the
world at large seems increasingly chaotic, her near world of home, marriage,
career and friendships seems remarkably stable (even though her youngest child just became a teenager!).
She enjoys her position as a genetic
counselor, working with families and
couples concerned with potential or
existing birth defects and inherited
disorders. Her husband shares her
interest in genetics, and he works
with the Human Genome Project.
On weekends they trade in genes
for surfboards. Joan sends a special
greeting to Roberts Union grads. . . .

Bruce D. Cummings left a 10-year
position as CEO of Blue Hill Memorial
Hospital in Blue Hill, Maine, to take
the helm at Olean General Hospital in
New York state. Bruce is credited with
turning around Blue Hill Memorial,
positioning it as an integrated primary
care system serving 13 communities.
Under Bruce’s leadership, the hospital received national recognition for
innovation and excellence in community-oriented care. In taking on
his new role as CEO and president at
Olean General, Bruce and his wife,
Ellen, relocated to Portville, where
they reside at the Wheeler House, a
Greek-revival home constructed 150
years ago by a pioneering family. The

house was willed to Olean General in
1951 by Lilla Wheeler and renovated
in 1997. Best of luck, Bruce and Ellen.
. . . Gary Lawless writes that he has
taken part in poetry festivals in Latvia,
Lithuania, Italy and Croatia. Next on
his itinerary is participating in poetry
workshops in China. . . . Lastly, a poignant message from Dennis Powers.
Originally part of the Class of 1972,
Dennis writes that “due to excessive
card playing and drinking” Colby
gave him a year off to contemplate his
future. One of the last of the Colby
DKE’s, he finally graduated in 1993
and was assigned to the Class of ’73.
Dennis resides outside Atlantic City,
N.J., where he has been in the casino

business for almost 30 years. Married
for 22 years, Dennis and his wife had
two daughters. Amy is a sophomore at
Vanderbilt University. Sadly, on June
26, 2001, his youngest daughter,
Tracey, was killed in an accident in
Cuenca, Ecuador, where she was living
with a local family to learn more about
that country’s language and culture. In
his daughter’s memory, family, friends
and community founded the TraceyHouse Foundation, an organization
that encourages youth volunteerism.
Fund-raising events have included a
golf tournament and a 5K run on the
Atlantic City Boardwalk. Condolences
for your tragic loss, Dennis and Ellen.
. . . You don’t need to wait until the

doug smith ’70

Payload for Peace

As a missile launch officer with the U.S. Strategic Air Command,
Doug Smith ’70 once operated nuclear weapons aimed at Russia’s
Kamchatka Peninsula. Now Smith, an optometrist in Oregon, helps to
deliver a different cargo to the impoverished region—medical equipment
and supplies.
Smith’s involvement with Kamchatka began in 1997 when he traveled there as a representative of Rotary International. “The simple purpose was to start a Rotary club in Kamchatka,” he said, though the visit
convinced Smith that much more could be done to help the residents of
this remote region of the Russian Far East. “We
found a tremendous need for infrastructure
and improvements.”
Noting the lack of medical technology
and resources in the area, Smith decided
to form a partnership of American Rotary
clubs located on the West Coast to provide
much-needed supplies to Kamchatka.
Smith returned to Russia with a laser
instrument to treat diabetic retinopathy. Since then, the partnership has
furnished $11.5-million worth of
supplies, including a complete neonatal unit and eight cardiac units.
In May of last year Smith delivered
to Russian doctors enough vaccines
to immunize 130,000 Kamchatka
residents against Hepatitis B and
30,000 against pneumonia. Office supplies, computers and even a harpsichord
for a struggling musician have been among the
donated items Smith has taken to the region.
This cooperation between the Russian East Coast and American West
Coast will continue in the future. This summer the Rotary group will
pass along medication worth $8.5 million, Smith said. Noting that the
Kamchatka doctors are well trained to operate the necessary medical
equipment but lack technology and funds, Smith says the group has
donated the medical supplies to the Russian doctors to help them meet
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the needs of the local population. “We’ve
always been of the mindset to give them help
for the short term while teaching them to help
themselves for the long term,” he said.
Smith does not focus his volunteerism solely
on Russia, however.
A resident of Medford, Ore., he has been recognized for his local
activism. In 1978 he received the Outstanding Young Man of America
award for his civic involvement. Smith was elected Oregon Optometrist
of the Year in 1982, largely due to his advocating for advanced diagnostics and instrumentation for the handicapped. In 1985 the
governor of Oregon appointed Smith to the Oregon Commission for the Blind, a group that seeks to achieve full
inclusion of visually impaired people in society. As
president of the local Rotary club, Smith helped
to provide $40,000 of scholarships to graduating high school students and to institute a
program that brings low-income children
to department stores with money to buy
clothing. “The kids always bought something bigger than their size so they could
grow into it,” Smith said. “They would always
buy clothes for their brothers and sisters.”
When Smith met his Russian counterpart in the Cold War missile pointing, he
recognized how circumstances in the two
countries had changed after the tensions of the
era ended. Feelings of guilt at his military involvement in the Cold War, he says, spurred his desire
to foster greater connections between the two countries. “I have always given, but this sudden shift is probably
due to a desire I’ve had since high school and college,” he said. Colby’s
commitment to “lifelong learning and lifelong sport” encouraged Smith
to pursue many of the paths he has taken. The College, he said, has
given him “a perception of the larger world. You keep opening doors to
more and more opportunities.”
—Gavin O’Brien ’04

reunion to share what is happening
in your lives. I’d love to include your
stories here.
—Jackie Nienaber Appeldorn

74 I received quite a number of

e-mails! Don Richardson writes that
he and his wife, Janet, celebrated their
20th anniversary. They were awaiting
the graduation of their son, Matt,
from high school, after which he
will attend Rensselaer. Don recently
completed 25 years of service at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute,
where he is systems librarian. He
sometimes bumps into Debbie Smith
Selkow, whose husband is a professor
at WPI. Don says he enjoys reading
Brian MacQuarrie’s articles in The
Boston Globe. . . . Gay Peterson
e-mails that she is still living in North
Yarmouth, Maine, in the house she
and her husband, Rob Wood, built
in 1979. Their two children, a junior
and senior in high school, are making
Gay think that changing two sets
of diapers at a time was nothing
compared to finding colleges together!
Gay is an R.N. at L.L. Bean. . . .
Our former class correspondent,
Shelley Bieringer Rau, sent word
that after 14 1/2 years she left the busy
orthopaedic surgeon group to start
an occupational and hand therapy
rehab program at a private physical
therapy practice in Auburn, Maine.
The smaller office is a real change
of pace, but for the better. She and
husband Rick are still very involved
in their choral activities and were
joined by both kids. The whole
family will vacation at the Berkshire
Choral Festival this summer. . . . Amy
Caponetto Galloway returned to
school for a master’s in education
at the University of Bridgeport in
Connecticut. In exchange for tuition,
Amy worked as an elementary school
substitute teacher. Last fall she was
a student teacher for six weeks each
in second and fourth grade and then
took over a fifth grade class to finish
the year. Tiring but rewarding is the
report! . . . From Down Under comes
news from Robin Mycock that he
survived the big 5-0 with a climb to
the top of Sydney Harbor Bridge with
his wife and kids, which was followed
by a surprise party with family and
friends. Both his daughter and son have
begun university in Sydney. Robin
changed careers about five years ago
when he bought an import/wholesale
business sourcing decorative lighting
and accessories out of Asia. His travel
is now mostly to Europe and Asia

and very little in North America.
He is in communication with Phil
Deford, who lives with his family in
Singapore. . . . I received a newspaper
article reporting that Diana Krauss,
a teacher at Mt. Ararat High School
in Topsham, Maine, recently achieved
national board certification—a yearlong process. The National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards aims
to establish rigorous standards for
what accomplished teachers should
know and be able to do. . . . Keep
the mail coming!
—Robin Sweeney Peabody

75 Doug Schwarz continues to

do interesting things. After years
of work involving many aspects of
theater production for the Community Players of Concord, N. H.,
he embarked on his first directorial
effort. Under his guidance, Murder
for Rent was staged the first weekend
in May. Doug describes the play
as a “full-length romantic comedy/
mystery/thriller.” . . . Tom and Jean
Crowley Huebner celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary last August.
Congratulations! It sounds like their
entire family has had great successes
lately. Their son, Ben, graduated with
honors from Haverford College. He is
a Truman Fellow and is now working
in Washington, D.C. Daughter Emily
is a sophomore at the University of
New Hampshire. Tom is president of
the Rutland, Vt., Regional Medical
Center, and Jean continues her work
with the local public library. Best
news of all, Jean has managed to beat
breast cancer. . . . Ellen McGuire
Nannig lives in Rhode Island with
husband Doug ’77 and their three
children, Chris, 19, Gregory, 16, and
Bridget, 10. In addition to working
and generally chasing their kids
around, Ellen and Doug do a lot
of boating, fishing and swimming.
Living near the ocean is handy. Skiing,
camping and hiking the 5,000-foot
peaks of New Hampshire take up
what is left of their free time. . . .
Bob Duchesne continues to be one
of the most-heard DJ’s in Maine. He
is the voice of Today’s Country Music
on Q106.5 out of Bangor. But Bob
has also been very successful in other
avocations. Along with his wife, Sandi,
Bob plays an important role in the
Penobscot Valley Audubon Society.
They have been involved in extensive
fund-raising and conservation efforts
for several wildlife projects in the
area as well as leading trips to places
as far-flung as the Everglades and

Manitoba. Bob is also president of
the Big Brothers Big Sisters program
in Bangor.
—Bruce Young

76

We’ve received news from both
coasts this winter and look forward to
hearing from more of you this summer.
. . . Dan Dittman, who attended
Colby from Sept. ’72 to June ’73
stays in contact with Wally Gorman,
Bill Campbell and Joth Davis. Dan
plays harmonica in a blues band out
of Seattle called Stickshift Annie and
the Overdrive. His wife is lead singer
and songwriter on a recently released
CD called “Out of Her Mind.” Dan
recommends playing in a blues band
to keep you young. . . . Janet Wray
Gorman just published the third book
in her Wandering Vine trilogy. Once
Again, we’re told, follows “Elizabeth
Randoph’s extraordinary journey
through life, from antebellum Virginia
to Edwardian Boston.” . . . Charlie
Fitts is an associate professor in the
geology department at the University
of Southern Maine, where he’s taught
for 11 years. Happily married and the
father of five boys ages 4-16, he lives
in Scarborough and enjoys hiking,
canoeing and cross-country skiing.
. . . In Connecticut, Betsy Bowen is
associate dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences at Fairfield University.
. . . Peter Labombarde was recently
named VP and client relationship
manager for the Nashua, N.H., region
of Citizens Investment Management
Services. He’s also serving as treasurer
of the NE division board of directors
of the American Cancer Society. . . .
Back in Maine, Ray Vensel has been
hired by Maine Public Radio as music
producer and host of the Saturday
and Sunday morning classical music
programs. He also works for Jackson
Labs in Bar Harbor as a systems
analyst and programmer. . . . Lynn
Leavitt Marrison wrote that she’d
just returned from the NE Regional
Youth Hockey Tournament, where
her daughter’s team upset the favored
Connecticut team and was to travel
to Alaska for the Nationals! . . . Pam
Came Barker and her husband, Ed,
recently had a baby boy, Jack. . . .
Last month, Peter and I were guests
of Paul Boghossian at a wonderful
performance of the ballet Giselle at
the Wang Theater in Boston. . . . By
the time you read this, we’ll have had
a mini Class of ’76 family reunion
with Jenny Frutchy Ford’s crew at
Sunday River in late March. . . . Still
looking for a venue for a summer

event for ’76ers—and suggestions
are welcome. The Cape and coastal
Maine have been mentioned, but
we’re sure you all have your favorite
places. Also, the Alumni Office wants
to remind you that the reunion
Web site, www.colby.edu/alumni/
reunion/2001, contains reunion
photos, and www.colby.edu/alumni/
reunion/2001/classphotos.shtml has
a copy of each class photo. You can
contact the office at alumni@colby.edu
to purchase one.
—Ann Dunlap LeBourdais

78 Steve Sparkes got my atten-

tion by initially accusing me of
“fratotry,” or whatever the right term
would be for being prejudiced against
those not in your own fraternity and
excluding their news from the class
letter. I hope I’m not continuing that
suspected trend, as it turns out that
both of Steve’s parents were Colby
’50 and his father was a . . . DU!
Steve, of course, was a ZP. He credits
Bob Seeger in saying, “I wish I didn’t
know now what I didn’t know then.”
Steve has eschewed his New England
roots and consciously (“for a change,”
his words) settled as far away from the
Curse of the Bambino as he could
and still remain in the lower 48.
His first stint in Oregon featured a
mountain exploding and the riotous
companionship of one Anne Marie
Hobson Pesarik. He returned to
Oregon after a whirlwind tour of the
homespun Midwest. Seventeen years
later Steve is now involved in the
baseball world. Three of his sons play,
from Little League to the high school
level. His daughter prefers soccer, tap
dancing and singing. Steve mentions
that the key to her chastity belt is
safely in the family deposit box. His
wife of 20 years has returned to
college, allowing him the pleasure of
assisting five people with homework
each night. Steve claims he does
more studying now than he did on
Mayflower Hill. He expects many to
be surprised. For Steve (and the rest
of us), Colby is long ago and far away.
However, he fondly remembers one
FM radio station, tinfoil rabbit ears
for the TV, motokegs, jitneys and
Sammy man. It would be great to see
you, Steve, at the 25th in June 2003!
. . . Peter Secor has been with the
State Department Foreign Service
since 1983, splitting his time between
Washington and overseas postings
(Paris, Adana, Turkey, Ottawa and
Port-au-Prince in reverse order). He’s
been doing mainly trade policy for the
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past 10 years. In his current position,
Peter covers Asian economic issues as
well as multilateral trade. Peter and
his wife, Mildred, have three kids and
are living (since 2000) in Vienna, Va.,
just outside D.C. He’s been able to
coach or referee his kids’ soccer teams
most years recently. His photography
is mostly limited to shots of the kids
these days. Last summer his family
nearly made it to Colby but stuck to
the Maine coast instead. . . . Charles
Jarden “finally” bought his first
home, a condo in Brooklyn near
Brooklyn Academy of Music and
N.Y.C.’s cutting-edge performing arts
center, in trendy Ft. Greene. Charles
is executive director of American
Opera Projects, also in Brooklyn, and
he can walk to the office. He has been
running this company, which works
only with new operas, for eight years,

and it seems to be thriving—projects
getting funded and produced in
the N.Y.C. area and nationally. He
would love to hear from any Colby
grads interested in interning with a
producing opera company. Charles
mentions that he received news from
Eric Schultz last winter. Eric works
for the PBS station in N.J. . . . Sue
Areson is newly appointed as the city
editor at The Providence Journal. Sue
has been with the Journal for 15 years.
She edited the wire report during
the gulf war and has been page one
news editor, Sunday editor, West Bay
manager and, most recently, deputy
managing editor for news and sports
copy desks. Prior to the Journal,
Sue was with the Haverhill, Mass.,
Gazette, where she was managing
editor. . . . Two of our class authors,
Jane Brox and Gerry Boyle, continue

to do us proud. Jane opened Bowdoin’s
2001-02 visiting writers series with a
reading back in October 2001 from
her Five Thousand Days Like This One
(1999) and Here and Nowhere Else
(1995), both award winners. Jane
is the recipient of grants from the
National Endowment for the Arts and
the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
Gerry (a DU, but don’t tell Sparky)
spoke at the annual meeting of the
Rockport, Maine, Public Library.
Gerry began a career in crime fiction
in 1993 with the publication of his
first novel, Deadline. Since then,
Gerry has published five more novels
featuring former N.Y. reporter Jack
McMorrow. These books are set in
rural Maine and are terrific reads!
Gerry expects his next book, set in the
mid-coast of Maine and Boston, to be
released this year by Putnam/Berkley.

I’m waiting! . . . Keep those letters
and cards coming!
—Robert S. Woodbury

79 Once again, this will be a

short column. I just haven’t been
hearing from you all. I am going to try
something different to get some news
from you, so if you receive an e-mail
or letter from me, please respond.
Reunion is in two years, and the time
between now and then will fly by.
Take the time to let me know what is
new in your life and to update your
information with Colby so that we
can see you at the 25th. . . . I did get
to have lunch in October with Janet
Deering Bruen, Martha Soucy and
Kathy Bleakney Pawley while I was
back East visiting friends and family.
We had quite a lively conversation
(the rest of the restaurant got to listen

janice bispham ’76
Child Support

From her native Barbados to Brooklyn, Mayflower Hill to a U.S. Air
Force Base in England, Janice Bispham ’76 has made some big leaps
in her life. But few compare with her move from the military to “the real
world” of cocaine-addicted babies, absentee parents, children who know
sex abuse as both victims and perpetrators.
This is the workaday world Bispham now inhabits in her job with the
Florida Department of Children and Families. A mother of two teenagers
and veteran of childcare work in the military, Bispham still was bowled
over when she went to work in Ft. Lauderdale in 1995. “Because of
the drugs, it’s so intense,” she said.
The drugs are cocaine and crack; the innocent victims are
children. The problem grows exponentially as children of drug
addicts become drug addicts themselves. The numbers
are overwhelming, not only on a state and national scale
but in the number of folders handed to Bispham her
first week on the job: 40 cases, 80 children.
“You had to hit the road running,” she said.
“There was no such thing as training weeks on end.
You had a couple of days and then you were on your
own.”
Bispham found herself as the rescuer of children who did not want to be rescued and as the
conscience of parents whose own had been
clouded by drugs. A single mother with two
children of her own at home, she was responsible for many more. “There were nights you’d
be in the office at nine o’clock at night and
you have a two-month-old in your arms with
no place to go,” she said.
Now she spends her days trying to make
sure those children have a place to go. Leaving her job “on the street,” she joined the
licensing arm of her department and now acts
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as a liaison between the state and the private agencies that run foster
home programs in Florida. Bispham also is involved in training of foster
parents, the demand for which is never ending. “If you want to move
here, we’ll sign you right up,” she said.
The challenges for foster parents are formidable. Some children in
state care were born addicted to cocaine. Others have been exposed to
sex and sex abuse and become child abusers as children. Others have a
blend of emotional problems that can defy diagnosis and treatment.
“I could not be a foster parent,” Bispham admits. “They tell me
I do really well with the bad teenagers but I wouldn’t want them in
my house every day.”
But many people do. They undergo records checks
by the FBI, complete training and bring children into
their homes, forming bonds with the kids even with
the knowledge that they probably will go away.
Bispham says some foster parents have had hundreds of foster children over the years. “I’m like,
‘You must have a big heart because how much
could you have left?’”
She said she gets discouraged on occasion,
has days when she finds her work depressing.
But then parents get their lives together, or a
child is taken from a dire situation and placed
in a loving one. And in general, Bispham feels
she is making a difference. “I don’t have [foster]
children in my home, but I’m always trying to
make sure children are safe and there’s some
place for children to come to,” she said.
And the bottom line is, someone has to do
what Bispham does. “These are the children,”
she said, “that end up under the bridge.”
—Gerry Boyle ’78

Newsmakers
The first Huey Award for Exceptional Contributions to Film and Video
in Maine went to the award’s namesake, documentary filmmaker James
“Huey” Coleman ’70, who has taught filmmaking and videography for
three decades to Maine children and founded the Maine Student Video
Awards  Woodworker Dan Bloomer ’72 has turned stair making into an
art. A double-split, elliptical staircase is his major opus of the year, declared
a Waterville, Maine Morning Sentinel feature. Built for a Northport, Maine,
home that once was a Quaker meeting house, the staircase gives the appearance of a living thing—“like the wings of a giant bird.” Bloomer’s booming
business, Dan Bloomer Designer/Craftsman, occupies 4,100 square feet in
the former Scott Paper Co. site in Winslow.

Milestones
Births: A son, Jack Frederic Barker, to Edmund and Pamela Came
Barker ’76.
Deaths: David N. Weitzman ’70, December 27, 2001, in Rochester, Ind., at
54  Stanley K. Healey ’71, July 27, 1996, in Orlando, Fla., at 47  Davis
Taylor H’75, February 19, 2002, in Boston, Mass., at 93  Frank N.
Pritchard ’79, November 9, 2001, in Minneapolis, Minn., at 45.
in, too). We all agreed that our hair
was a bit grayer than the last time we
met (10th reunion) but that we had
all held up pretty well. Janet regaled
us with the trials and tribulations
of a mother of four daughters and
all the boys and activities that come
with them. Janet, like me, is a soccer
parent who spends considerable time
in the car and on the field, so we
had much to discuss. Kathy was my
host for part of my trip, and she
was listening to the dealings with
daughters, as her Melissa, 4 1/2
(Melissa was very adamant about the
1/2), is a very active little girl. It is
only a matter of time before Melissa
joins her brother, Sean, on the soccer
field and joins Scouts. Martha was up
to visit her folks in Kittery, Maine.
She works for Fleet Bank and was
assigned to convert Quick and Reilly
in N.Y.C. over to Fleet’s general
ledger software. On September 11,
she was working out of the Providence
office for the day and was not with her
staff when the towers fell. Fortunately
all of her staff were safe but were unable
to go to their housing in the Battery
Park complex. The week before we
met, Columbus Day weekend, she was
finally able to get into her apartment
and retrieve clothing and personal
items. She brought a sober moment
to our lunch as we all remarked how
lucky we were not to have lost family
and friends that day. After lunch, we
all posed for pictures and promised
to meet up at the 25th reunion. . . .
Sara Burns presented a lecture on

September 24 on the topic “Just What
Is Going On in the Energy Industry
Today?” Sara is president of Central
Maine Power Company, after serving
as director of risk management,
manager of financial services, manager
of human resources and chief operating officer. She was elected president
in September 1998. . . . Well, guys,
that is about it. Sure would love
to fill up a whole page in the
magazine with class information.
Please take a few minutes to e-mail
me at cpowers@entfederal.com or
classnews1979@alum.colby.edu, or
use the traditional mail (6027 Scout
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80918).
Heck, drop on in the next time you
are in Colorado!
—Cheri Bailey Powers

80 Liz Martin completed her

master’s degree in architecture and a
master’s in building conservation at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. She
is employed at Mesick, Cohen, Wilson,
and Baker Architects, a firm in Albany,
N.Y., specializing in preservation
architecture. Recently divorced, Liz is
raising her sons, Byron, 8, and Avery, 6.
They are all studying tae kwon do and
“doing all the things that make them
happy.” . . . Lori Batcheller reports
in from Northampton, Mass. With
her background as a physical therapist
and a master’s degree in journalism
and mass communications from the
U. of Colorado, she has become a
writer. Her work has been published
in physical and occupational therapy

trade magazines. Lori’s first book,
Journey to Health: Writing Your Way
to Physical, Emotional, and Spiritual
Well-being,” is related to the journal
writing workshops that she teaches.
Her latest book, Alpine Achievement:
A Chronicle of the United States Disabled
Ski Team, was released in February
2002. The book covers the history
of disabled skiing and stories of these
“awesome” athletes. A resource section includes information on how to
become involved in adaptive skiing as
a disabled skier, volunteer instructor
or behind-the-scenes supporter. Lori
attended the Paralympic Games in
March 2002 as a freelance journalist.
After completing her book, she spent
three and a half months in a spiritual
lifestyle program at the Kripalu Center
for Yoga and Health, a “fabulous experience,” she said. Check her Web page
(www.LBCreative.com). . . . Brunswick,
Maine, resident Andy Goode has been
promoted to vice president of U.S.
programs for the Atlantic Salmon Federation. Andy informs policy makers
of the decreasing Atlantic salmon
populations and what can be done to
conserve them. He is also involved in
fund-raising efforts to support federation programs. . . . Maria (Macedo
’79) and Tom Dailey have lived in
Great Falls, Va., since 1998. Tom is
general counsel for Verizon Online,
Verizon’s Internet business. Maria has
her own consulting business, and they
keep busy with their children, Andrew,
10, and Zack, 6. They miss Boston but
enjoy the weather and sights in the
D.C. area. . . . Robert Schulze has
finished the restoration of his 1930s
art deco home in the hills overlooking
Los Angeles, Calif. Robert is the head
of distribution for Paramount’s art
house division. He hears occasional
gossip about Colby and the Waterville
community from regular contact with
Ken Eisen ’73, who runs Railroad
Square Cinema. . . . Sue MacKenzie
is the program director for the Living
Water Spiritual Center in Winslow,
Maine. The center sponsors retreat
programs for people who want to pray,
read and reflect and recently won the
Watershed Landowner of the Year
Award for conservation management
of their 61 acres on the banks of the
Sebasticook River, the Kennebec’s
largest tributary. . . . Dan O’Halloran
reports playing in a Colby hockey
alumni game in December 2001. An
anonymous ’80 grad hockey player
made a generous contribution to Colby
to establish a scholarship fund in the
name of Coach Jack Kelley. To cele-
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1980s

brate this event, more than 75 hockey
alums came to pay tribute to Coach
Kelley for the great influence he had
on their lives. Included in the group
were Mark Kelley, Peter Bishop
’81, Joe Faulstich, Paul Quaranto,
Brad Richards, Jay Driscoll ’81, Pat
Murphy ’81, Bob Norton ’81 and
Jack “Snake” O’Neil ’77. . . . Mike
Fanger “finally broke free from his
office chair” to go skiing last winter
at Copper Mountain, Colo., and Sun
Valley, Idaho, with his 7-year-old son.
Mike reports that he still tells everyone
that he majored in skiing at Colby,
“which is not far from the truth.” . .
. In October 2000, Lisa Mackintosh
developed her own consulting firm,
ThEME, Co. (aka “The Equines
Must Eat”). Her company focuses
on copyrighting and editing, design
consulting and project management
for marketing media aimed at the
financial and legal industries. She
enjoys the flexible schedule of working
at home and going into Manhattan
as needed for meetings with clients.
The not-so-free time that she has she
spends dealing with her equines, as
memorialized in the company’s name.
She was to compete in the spring
eventing season with a new competition horse, Cyrano. Lisa and husband
Tony share their home in northern
N.J. with three each of horses, cats
and dogs. Their newest puppy is
helping to expedite another round of
house renovations on their 260-yearold Dutch farmhouse by chewing up
yards of baseboard moldings. Her
family rendezvoused in November
2001 to cheer on her sister, Jamie
’82, in the N.Y.C. Marathon. Lisa
keeps in touch with Diana Parsons
Herrmann via e-mails and occasional
lunches. She recently reconnected
with Melinda Richardson Mull,
who lives in Bennington, Vt., where
she’s raising her family and enjoying
the New England that Lisa misses
daily. . . . In the wake of September
11, Bill Linnell, our class’s nuclear
security advocate, has been working
to educate Maine congressman John
Baldacci and others in our government
on the vulnerability of nuclear power
plants to the simplest attack. . . . In the
months since the tragedy of September
11, what with the war on terrorism,
changes in our economy and the way
that we look at our lives in America,
our Colby years seem ever a time of
innocence and personal growth. Take
the time to remember and treasure old
Colby friendships and experiences and
re-kindle them by sending in your news
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(or your memories) to share. We are
all waiting to hear from you! Life is
too short to lose touch!
—Lynn Collins Francis

81

Sue Perry sent a long letter
from North Carolina, where she’s a
working student at Denny Emerson’s
Tamarack Hill Farm, a world-class
three-day eventing barn. Last summer,
she left Tufts Veterinary School’s
radiology department after 18 years
to pursue her dream, and she and
her horse, Magic, moved to North
Carolina. She’s also written several
horsemanship and horse-care articles
for petplace.com. Sue can be reached
at sue.perry@worldnet.att.net. . . .
Beth Pniewski Wilson e-mailed:
“I was in Miami at the Fontainebleau for the annual meeting of my
company, West Group, and ran into
Bob Ryan. Bob was also there on
business—he’s a partner with the
firm of Bassi, Martini, & Blum in
San Francisco. They represent the
Hilton, and since the Fontainebleau
is a Hilton, he was staying there. Bob
was planning on going to the Cayman
Islands after Miami to do some scuba
diving with a high school friend.” . . .
That’s it for now. Please send news to
classnews1981@alum.colby.edu.
—Elizabeth Stiller Fahey

83 Our class continues to come

together each year, making small
reconnections that will amount to
lasting friendships for us all as we age
together. You hear me say these sappy
things but you know I’m right. For
now, hear the smile in my words as
I inspire you to take a moment to
e-mail or mail me a hello. We’ve
all got plenty going on, so tell me
what you’d do if you had free time.
Sometime I’ll tell you what I would
do. . . . I heard from John Chapin
Jr. Chape and his wife, Susan, live
outside Annapolis, Md., with their two
daughters, Hayley, 8, and Colleen,
5, and a family dog named Chessie.
For several years after Colby, Chape
lived and worked in the former Soviet
Union for various public and private
organizations. He says the desire to
live and work in the U.S.A. pulled
him back, and he ventured into the
world of IT consulting. For the past
eight years he has worked for KPMG
Consulting. . . . Sometimes we catch
a glimpse of Linda Greenlaw at a
book signing here in Maine. This
happens locally at Port In A Storm
bookstore in Somesville. Linda’s been
there twice at least, and since that trip

Newsmakers
Goode news for salmon! The Atlantic Salmon
Federation promoted Andrew Goode ’80
to the position of vice president, U.S. programs. Formerly director of U.S. programs,
Goode, a Brunswick, Maine, resident, joined
the international nonprofit organization that
promotes the conservation and management
of wild Atlantic salmon and its environment
in 1999  On the recent NASA mission to
upgrade the Hubbell Telescope, Richard M.
Linnehan ’80 rode along to conduct animal
experiments in space. Linnehan earned a UniAndrew Goode ’80
versity of New Hampshire degree in animal
sciences and a doctorate in veterinary medicine and in flights in 1996 and
1998 logged more than 787 hours in space.

Milestones
Births: A daughter, Samantha Mary Jones, to Cathy Sorsby and Scott
Jones ’84  A daughter, Samantha Jones, to Keith ’87 and Linda
Marotto Jones ’87  A son, Bruno Philippon, to Jerome ’90 and Amy
Curtis Philippon ’89.
Marriages: David L. Hyde ’83 to Kelly S. Shaw in Carrabassett
Valley, Maine  Philip C. Amarante Jr. ’86 to Lucy G. Carter
in Newport, N.J.  Deborah A. Greene ’89 to James Nairus in
Worcester, Mass.  Melita S. Marks ’89 to David A. Shacter in
Harpswell, Maine.
Deaths: Seth A. Furst ’80, March 21, 1998, in New Haven, Conn., at
41  David M. Strage ’82, February 4, 2002, in London, England, at 42.

is about four minutes from my home
I always try to make it. We reunited
there last February. Linda looks great
as always. Her face looked as if she
had been on the sea (and not just
in the squash court with me back in
1982). She is even more beautiful in
real life these days as she’s enjoying
her career of writing and yearning to
get back out onto the water as well.
For a couple of years the College sent
me all the articles on Linda’s book
and her travels speaking to graduates
and signing books. Her next book
is called The Lobster Chronicles and
should be out close to the time you
read this. A trip to Belize and Key
West in February and March will
have been a much-deserved vacation.
. . . I often forget the rituals parents
must pass through as they attempt to
enter children into schools in bigger
cities. Here in Maine on Mount
Desert we all know each other, and
there’s not much of a placement issue,
good or bad, for public elementary
school. However, I know that accep-

tance into school can be tricky and
nerve-wracking. Nancy Goers Hubbell noted that their son, Nick, 2, was
just accepted into a pre-school for
the fall. Nick’s brother, Jack, 8, will
enter second grade at an area magnet
fine arts school that features a partial
Spanish immersion program. Nancy
also says that their family is finishing up
on another round of home improvements. Keep smiling, Nancy, and
thanks for the news. . . . Super Bowl
fever reached a new high this past
winter when the Patriots’ excellent
season culminated in a flawless and
very creative game against the Rams.
Having been season ticket holders for
seven years, Kevin and Anne Geagan
McGrath wrote to tell us that Kevin’s
name was picked in a lottery to receive
Super Bowl tickets, and off they went
to New Orleans. They had seats fairly
high up in the Super Dome but the
view was actually pretty good, Anne
says. Her section was 99.9 percent
Patriots fans and a friendly group.
Anne says that the three-plus hours

of pre-game entertainment was good
and passed quickly. She says that it
was the greatest sporting event she’ll
probably witness in person. They had
a fantastic time in the French Quarter
as well as at the game. “Now if the
Red Sox can just win the World Series
. . . ” was her parting comment. . . .
From Menlo Park, Sue Desrochers
Patterson wrote of work at Sun
Microsystems, where she is in the
finance organization. She and husband
Kevin, who works in San Francisco
for Providian Financial and is in the
final stages of completing his M.B.A.
at the University of San Francisco,
get back to Maine once a year or
so. . . . In Kittery Point, Maine,
are Fenn Duncan and her partner,
Laura. They commute daily to work
in Boston but love it when they get
back to the beach by the end of
the day and have the best of both
worlds. They also maintain a parttime antiques and collectible business
and fill any free moments fixing up
their house. . . . Becky Crook Rogers
wrote that her family now lives
in Upper Arlington, Ohio, where
Becky remains active studying tai
chi, working her Excel business from
home, working at the YMCA and the
Ohio Historical Society and keeping
up with two very busy sons. . . .
I enjoyed a teleconference call in
March to talk about reunion planning with Margaret Viens ’77 from
Colby, Anne Geagan McGrath,
Deb Bombaci Pappas, Val Spencer
Poulos and Duncan Gibson, who
helps keep me going from time to
time with news among his calls to
classmates. It was a great call, and
we’ve begun discussions about our
20th reunion next June. You’ll be
hearing a lot about this big 20th,
so dig out all calendars, palm pilots
and pieces of paper and earmark
our weekend in Maine together as a
“must do.” (I would really appreciate
hearing from anyone with ideas about
what you’d like to see at our reunion
together.) Duncan said that this year
he had talked to Chris Schmidt,
Chris Johnson, Ashley Lasbury and
Scott Dow and Gordon Marshall.
We’d love to have updates from you
all. . . . I heard from Scott Stein, who
is in New York City and loving it. He
works as a consultant for the AOL
Time Warner Foundation on some
of their youth initiatives. He ran
into Jan Thayer Naylor in January
at a New York City Colby Club
event, where Prof. Cal Mackenzie
was speaking. Scott had been skiing

at Sugarloaf in March for an annual
trek there for some fun. . . . George
Raiche sent greetings from his San
Francisco-area home. He’s been married for four years to Joan Molitoris
(Cornell ’84), who teaches at Stanford.
George is a scientist for NASA in
a heat shield design group. George
plans to be at reunion, so it will
be good to catch up with him and
everyone there. . . . Best to all. Please
stay in touch.
—Sally Lovegren Merchant

85 David Heller writes, “Yes, you

found me, one of those few people
who have never written. It surprises
me that even after 15-plus years of
post-college life, I still benefit from
the Colby experience and community.
Recently a co-worker Colby grad
joined our real estate development
company, and, sure enough, we
found our Colby memories to be the
foundation of a new friendship.” David
adds that he is the financial officer of
GFI Partners (www.gfipartners.com),
a commercial real estate development
company focused on the redevelopment of former manufacturing facilities. He sends a big hello to all those
friends he has lost touch with since
1985. . . . Elizabeth Eddy Griffin
sends word that she is still living in
Portland, Maine, with her husband,
Harry, and is an associate (part time)
at the law firm of Pierce Atwood.
Liz and Harry have two children,
Benjamin, 4, and Rose, 2 1/2, and
were expecting number three at the
end of May. Liz keeps in touch with
Erica Baum Goode, who lives in
Boston with her husband, Chris, and
daughters, Madeline, 10, and Lilly,
8. Liz also recently caught up with
Stuart Johnson, who is an attorney
and lives in the New Haven area with
his wife, Carol, and their son, Eric,
3. Thanks for all the info, Liz, and
best of luck with the new baby! . . .
Michelle Linder Simpson writes
that she and her husband recently
made a big change in their lives: “We
gave up good jobs and 10 years of
friends in the Washington, D.C., area
in order to move to Vermont. Why?
We just decided to try something new
and different before we got ‘old.’”
Mickie adds that they should be living
in the Burlington area soon and hope
that other Colby alums in the area
will be interested in starting a Colby
club. According to the quick online
alumni search, there are about 400
Colby grads in Vermont! (Anyone
interested can contact Mickie through

the Colby Alumni Office.) . . . Sean
Padgett sent happy news that he and
Ann-Meg (White) “were blessed
with the birth of our third child and
first son on February 12.” He adds
that Colin is happy and healthy, as
is Ann-Meg. In fact, she was out
skiing on her due date. (Yikes!) Sean
and Ann-Meg recently attended their
18th annual ski weekend with Colby
friends—Rick and Kathryn Clarke
Anderson, Linda Carroll Higgins,
Mark Howard, Chris Murphy,
Kate Lucier O’Neil, Eric Trucksess
and Stephen Langlois along with a
younger crowd of potential Colby men
and women—classes 2014 through
2022. Mayflower Hill just sent word
that Stephen was recently named to
a four-year term as a Colby overseer
beginning this fall. Congratulations,
Stephen! . . . As always, please
send news (any news!) through
classnews1985@alum.colby.edu.
—Sue James Geremia

86 Thanks to Wendy Lapham

and her sage advice. She reminded
me that I am a volunteer. After I
reminded myself that I was a Big Fool
for writing this column! Humor me,
my friends. FYI: 3/15, 6/15, 9/15 and
12/15 are my deadlines. It’s March,
and I am writing this column for
the September Colby. . . . Check out
what’s happening: kids! The answer
to my last column’s question—kids!
I had the great pleasure to dine with
Laury Shea and her husband, Bob
Hill ’80, over the holidays. Laury
and Bob entertained me with quips
about parenting Nora and Mason . . .
and the peaks and valleys of organic
farming. They live on Claybrook
Farm in Vermont. . . . Heidi Arnao
and her husband, Mark, visited me
from West Virginia with Madeline
and little Andre. Heidi filled me
in: “This mothering thing can be
all-consuming.” . . . I heard Sue B.
Whitney’s voice for an instant at my
new pad—enough for a Colby connection. Whit and her husband, Tim,
radiate that new-kid glow through
the phone lines when they talk about
their daughter, Weezie. They live in
Pittsburgh. . . . I was impressed with
Kristin Giblin Lindquist’s handling
of three—count ’em—boys while at
Uncle Dicky Deering’s Birch Rock
Camp for boys. Kristen and husband
Jeff live in Wellesley, Mass. . . . Hey
mate . . . my old roomie Jen Imhoff
Foley and her husband, Brad, just
returned from an Australian adventure
with Jamie and Ben. They live in

Bowdoinham, Maine. . . . Brian ’85 and
Kristen Feifert Clark have moved
from Vermont to North Carolina
and to a larger house, where they
parent Taylor, Kaelen, Madison and
Mackenzie. . . . Lindsay (Carroll ’87)
and Geoff Alexander are following
in the Lindquist’s tradition: they had
their third boy. Garrett joins the busy
Cape Elizabeth, Maine, household of
his older brothers, Will and Curtis.
. . . Sarah Whittle Stoffel moved to
California five years ago. She works
with her husband at a telecommunications company, and they parent Alex,
Hailey, Courtney and Whitney. . . .
Virgina “Gina” Bousum Sitz gave
birth to Serena Agung, her third
daughter, in Bali, Indonesia, as the
sun rose from behind the volcano
Mount Agung. . . . Andy Peer lives
in Berkeley Heights, N.J., with
wife Bobbie and Drew, Michael and
Caroline. A trader at ITG, Inc., in
N.Y.C., he writes, “I see more of Jeff
King than his wife, Jen (Douglas),
does at times since his business brings
him to N.Y.C. often.” . . . We are
waiting for our old roommate, Kevin
Mead, to give us the call for the Colby
Alumni Box at the next Victoria’s
Secret extravaganza. Kevin is vice
president of store operations. . . .
Send me some entertaining news.
Over and out—The Fool.
—Andrea V. Sarris
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It’s reunion time—let’s hope
we had great weather to go along
with all the fun events planned. The
next column will fill you in on how it
went and news of the attendees. And
new class officers will be chosen. If
this is my last column, thank you for
letting me be the recipient of all your
news, and keep it coming for the
next person. I know we all love to
read about each other and share in
our collective accomplishments and
updates. . . . Samuel Carter Ashley
was born August 5, 2001, to Michael
Ashley and his wife. . . . Marianne
Campbell Hockenberry writes, “My
husband, Tim, and I are still living
in San Francisco with our two boys,
Maxx and Jack. They are in second
grade and kindergarten at Town
School for Boys here in the city. I still
represent commercial photographers,
and Tim is still playing and recording
music. We have a place in Sonoma
County where we spend most weekends. I see Kathy Gates Karlik fairly
often, though she now lives in Darien,
Conn., with her husband, Greg, their
daughters, Emily and Isabelle (my
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goddaughter), and their son, Nick. I
also see Gingy Harris, who graciously
introduced me to her hometown of
SF when I moved west 15 years ago.
My brother, James Campbell, lives
just a few blocks away, too.” . . . Bill
Girard is living in Weston, Mass., and
teaches math and science at Curry
College, runs a science education
outreach program at Harvard Medical
School, and is writing a RussianEnglish dictionary for CD-ROM
(may take 10 yrs.)! . . . Rob Rosenthal
’88 is working on a commercial pilot’s
license at Flight Safety in Vero Beach
and is currently residing in Las Vegas.
He invites any classmates coming to
town to please call at 702-565-8719.
. . . Tom Tompkins is still living in
Marblehead, Mass. It’s good times:
“Skiing with my 4-year-old son, Buck,
at Sugarloaf is a blast. Getting used
to my 18-month-old daughter saying
‘no’ to me. We just spent 10 days
with my father-in-law on his boat in
Antigua, English Harbour. Four adults
and two children on a 38-foot boat
is great motivation to get up in the
morning and earn enough for another
15 feet the following week.”. . .
Heather C. Anderson married Louis
A. Silvestro on April 14. They live in
Medford, Mass. . . . Jennifer Carroll
Schildge wrote, “My husband of
seven years and I and our children,
Jack, 4 1/2, and Carlin, 2 1/2, still
live in Westfield, N.J., where Dan
is fully entrenched in the family
importing/distributing business. I am
a full-time stay-at-home mom and
am expecting our third child in late
May! When I am not tending to my
mothering duties, I am very involved
in my church and community. I serve
on the board for Mother’s Morning
Out (at play school) and on the board
of the Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield (in my capacity as chair of
our ‘Signature Project,’ which defines
our league). I am involved with a
women’s retreat group at our church
and recently sang with Cynthia Lloyd
Brogan ’86—a fellow Colby Chorale
gal—during a church function. Kate
Mulvehill ’89, one of my Colby roommates, also gets together regularly.
She lives in nearby Princeton, where
she is studying for her Ph.D. in
Japanese art history.” . . . Linda
Richard Ryan had a baby, Colin
Richard Ryan, on July 31, 2001. He
shares his father’s birthday! They also
have a 3-year-old, Emma Elise, who
is a great big sister. Linda says she
just returned to work from maternity
leave. After 10 years, she still works
58
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for Yale University Health Services
as family nurse practitioner taking
care of graduate and undergraduate
students. . . . David Wolfson e-mailed
me while he was in South Africa
filming for a month and said he was
able to take a break from work and
visit the CBB Center in Cape Town.
David, his wife, Lauren, and son,
Caleb, 3, sold their house in L.A. and
moved to Austin, Texas. . . . Victoria
Briggs Oxholm, husband Tom ’86 and
daughter Hannah, 4, live in Saxtons
River, Vt. Victoria works for two local
hospitals as a clinical audiologist. Tom
is director of development at Vermont
Academy. . . . An interview appeared
in Worcester Magazine last October
with Greg Ciottone, who had just
come back from 12 days on duty at
Ground Zero. Greg is commander of
the Central Massachusetts Disaster
Medical Assistance Team as well as
on the faculty of Harvard Medical
School. Greg’s team set up the only
four federal disaster medical treatment
tents expecting to see casualties, but
as we all know, there were very few.
They did see patients, though—200
to 400 a day. Greg said Ground Zero
was “the most horrifying scene you
could imagine.” Mental health work
became as important a part of the
mission as administering medical care.
. . . From the newswire: Ted Pappadopoulos of North Ferrisburg, Vt.,
joined Caleidoscope Communications
as a network consultant. After Colby,
Ted received a master’s degree in
Internet strategy management from
Marlboro College. . . . I hope this
finds you and your family well. Keep
working hard and having fun!
—Jane Nicol Manuel

88 Jo Welton Guthrie is living

in London and claims to be feeling
a little homesick. No doubt this is
affecting her ability to get things
done, as she was still trying to get
Christmas cards out in March. . . .
Norm Navarro started a solo private
practice in obstetrics and gynecology
in Carlisle, Pa., after spending 18
months working away from his family.
Norm is joined by his wife, Sarah, and
their daughters, Emily and Madalyn.
Norm was board-certified this year,
and he recently traded in his golf
clubs for a fly fishing rod. . . . Megan
Davis Collins is currently director
of social services for a nursing home
in Lexington, Mass. She is married
to Jeffrey Collins, who is a legislative
analyst for the Massachusetts House
of Representatives committee on

commerce and labor. The two met
in law school and have one daughter,
Olivia, and another child due in
August. They live in Lexington. . . .
Peter Weltchek and his wife, Sara,
are the proud parents of Charles Starr
Weltchek, a handsome little boy who,
I am told, was seen following his
dad’s lead and making lists 15 minutes
after he was born. . . . Debbie Burke
Marshall is married to Bruce Marshall
and has three children (8, 6 and 3).
She spends her time raising the kids,
volunteering daily at their schools
and caring for a menagerie of pets.
The happy family currently lives in
Littleton, Colo. Before “retiring” to
raise the family, Debbie was working
in a small clinical research office with
two other Colby alums. . . . After 12
years of living the boarding school
life down at St. Andrew’s School in
Delaware, Mel Brown Bride and her
family moved to New Hampshire.
Mel’s husband, Jim, is the director
of alumni and parent relations at
Governor Dummer Academy in
Byfield, Mass. (Hilary Seward’s alma
mater), and Mel is taking the year
off from teaching to be with their
kids, Phoebe, 3 1/2, and Ollie, 2.
Mel saw Garret and Sue Maddock
Hinebauch and their son, Oliver, 2,
last summer before they moved to
London. . . . I, your humble class
scribe, at this writing am in final
countdown mode to my April wedding. The ever-wonderful Ann and I
are set to wed on April 20 in North
Wales. . . . Thanks for the news and
please stay in touch.
—Dean A. Schwartz
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You know you’re getting older
when one of your classmates is called
“Your Honor.” Congratulations
to Paul Argazzi, new mayor of
Berlin, Conn. Paul sent a nice letter
commenting on the recent slew of
Republican victories, his included.
If only I could agree, Paul. (Just
kidding!) . . . On the other side of the
continent, Linda Wrigley recently
opened her own ob-gyn practice in
Alaska. She reports that she passed
her boards in November and had
research published in December. She
and her dog, Keetna, spent the winter
ski touring, and she coaches junior
nordic skiers in her spare time. . . .
Laura Johnson wrote with news of
the birth of her fourth child and third
daughter, Hollis Madison Bridges,
last October. . . . The Medford Daily
Mercury had a long feature on Guy
Prescott, who has coached football

at Malden Catholic for 11 years and
is in his third year as the head of the
phys ed department. I have a copy of
the article if you want to see it. . . .
Jennifer Johnson Muse e-mailed
me about the joys of three children.
Her third, Thomas Adams, was
born in November. Jennifer sent an
update on Sue Downey Heston,
who just added a son, William Blake,
to complement her three daughters.
. . . When not begging all of us
for money, Bill Bullock and his
wife, Bebe (Clark ’90), keep busy
in Vermont with Adelaide, 5, and
Liam, 3. Bill has a new job at Orvis
Company, and Bebe just completed
a $1-million campaign to bring a
state-of-the-art child development
center to southern Vermont. In her
spare (!) time she finished an M.Ed.
at USM. . . . Jeff Koch recently
returned to Maine after teaching in
Japan, western Massachusetts and
England. He spent four-plus months
last year on the Appalachian Trail
and is now teaching at Thornton
Academy. . . . Sue Chaffee Cuyler
wrote from Newton, Mass., where she
recently started her own company,
Wynridge Consulting, which provides
organizational development consulting services. Sue has a little boy,
Matthew, who turned 1 in April. . . .
I love getting e-mails that start “It’s
been a great year for me,” which is
how Marc Rando began his missive.
Marc and his wife were expecting baby
number two in April, he continues to
coach and teach at Thayer Academy,
and he got to see the Pats win the
Super Bowl. Marc writes that he sees
a lot of Colby folks, including Jen
(Cos ’91) and Jim Brayer, Randy
Catlin ’88, Roger ’88 and Danielle
Archambault Nowak, Stuart ’88
and Tanya Goff Richmond, Andy
Schmidt, Matt Sotir and Dave and
Cindy Cohen Fernandez. Marc
recently saw Dave and Leslie Migliaccio Mitchell ’88 and also met up with
Whit Marshall ’88. . . . Lawrence
McGrath is newly engaged and living
in Connecticut. He writes that he is
a “partner in a private equity firm
working in emerging markets to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions”
and that he’d love to hear from
friends. . . . The happy wanderer,
John Semple, finally got back to the
U.S., after five years abroad. He’s
working for the Colorado Historical
Society, but as he says, “life gets boring
when one stops moving.” . . . Shaun
Dakin is working at Fannie Mae in
D.C. He and his wife got another

standard poodle, and they recently
took a quick trip to London, reminding Shaun of the wonderful London
theater Jan Plan so many years ago.
. . . By the time you read this, I
will be ready to have my second
baby. Wish me luck! And keep the
news coming.
— Anita L. Terry

90 These e-mails just keep pour-

ing in! I especially enjoy getting news
from people who have been out
of touch for a while. For example,
Matt Ovios e-mailed recently to let
me know that he was promoted to
lieutenant commander in the Navy
last year (congratulations, Matt!). He
recently returned from a six-month
deployment to the Mediterranean
Sea, where he was on the staff of
the commander of Task Force Sixty.
They left the U.S. a week after the
attacks on the World Trade Center
and Pentagon and spent six months
tracking and boarding merchant
vessels suspected of supporting Al
Qaeda in the Mediterranean. Upon
returning to the U.S. in February,
he and his wife, Carol, moved to
Newport, R.I., where Matt is pursuing
a master’s degree in national security
affairs at the Naval War College.
After a year at the War College, he
will head back to sea as the executive
officer (second in command) of a
frigate or destroyer. For the time
being, Matt and Carol are enjoying
being back in New England and hope
to return to Colby for Homecoming
in the fall. . . . Cinda Jones wrote
that after 10 years of working in
Washington, D.C., for a variety
of nonprofit associations, she has
returned to help run the family’s land
and lumber company in Amherst,
Mass. . . . Last fall Bob Lian made
partner at the Washington, D.C.,
law firm of Akin, Gump, Strauss,
Hauer & Feld, LLP. Bob works in the
firm’s labor and employment practice
group. His practice is focused on
helping companies solve complex
workplace disputes, with an emphasis
on litigation stemming from union
corporate campaigns, as well as cases
arising under federal and state labor
and employment laws governing
wages and hours of work, workplace
safety and equal employment opportunity. . . . Also celebrating recent
promotions are Debbie Adams
Murray, who became an assistant
vice president at BankNorth last fall,
and Meredith Hart, who became
director of the production division

of Dascenzo Creative, Inc. . . .
More sobering news in from Nicole
Doria Sudduth Hamilton, who was
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis last
August. In her words, “it stinks but
isn’t fatal, and we caught it at the
very earliest stage so there’s a very
good chance that I’ll never develop
any disability . . . at least there’s
medication now—just five years ago
there was nothing.” When she wrote,
she was looking forward to a twoweek trip to Costa Rica with her
dad to celebrate his 70th birthday.
She is still working at the consulting
company Booz Allen & Hamilton
and worked most of last year on a
project in the Everglades. . . . I got a
reflective and inspiring e-mail from
Kerri Weise Augusto. Kerri and
her husband, Jonathan, traveled to
Cambodia in April 1999 to adopt their
son, Nate. They had planned to wait
until Nate was 5 before returning to
Cambodia to adopt a younger brother
or sister for him. But fate intervened.
Last spring an acquaintance contacted
them about adopting her unborn
child. They agreed, and in August
welcomed a daughter, Taevy Shauna
Marie, to their multi-racial, multicultural family. Kerri writes, “Since
Taevy’s birth I have been stopped
countless times by strangers who stare
at my Caucasian daughter and my
Asian son, and state (not ask, state!):
“Oh, how nice. You adopted one and
then had one of your own.” I smile
in return and tell them the truth:
“Actually, my husband and I have been
twice blessed through the miracle
of adoption. And these children are
both mine.” Kerri plans to return to
her job as professor of psychology at
Becker College. . . . I hope to hear
from more of you soon!
—Laura Senier
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Hello everyone! If you do not
see your news below, I will be sure to
write it up for the next one. Promise.
. . . Tim Christensen-Kirby (aka
Whaler) writes that he and his wife,
Theresa, are potters running a shop
named Muddy Bird Pottery in New
Hampshire. They are in the process
of buying a house and workshop in
Milton, N.H., and will be moving
there with their two dogs and five
chickens. He also tells us that he won
best in show at the Currier Museum
of Art in Manchester, N.H., for
his sculpture of four seven-foot
high earthworms. Congratulations,
Whaler! . . . Jeff LaCourse recently
opened a mortgage company in

Toledo, Ohio. He is also coaching
hockey at his alma mater high school
and has been busy with his boy,
Matthew D. LaCourse, born on
September 2, 2001. . . . Emily Gallagher Byrne has been living in
Nyack, N.Y., for the last three years
with her husband, Rick, whom she
married in May 2000. They expected
their first child in April 2002. In the
meantime, she is working hard in the
communications group at Unilever
Bestfoods. We know whom to hit up
for coupons for Lipton, Hellmann’s,
Skippy and Ragu. . . . Tom and Katie
Kaliff Reeve recently welcomed into
the world their first child, Bethany
Autumn, on September 28. Both Katie
and Tom are teachers at Lincoln High
School in Rhode Island. . . . Margaret
Mauran and Andy Zuccotti ’92 live
in Rutland, Vt., and their son, Nicky,
is 2 years old. Both Margaret and
Andy are teaching and coaching. . . .
Audrey Wittemann recently made
a career change, leaving 10 years of
PR work to begin a master’s in urban
planning at the University of IllinoisChicago. Audrey will be married
to Herbert Wennink by the time
this article hits the press. Rumor is
that they were to honeymoon in the
Caribbean. Audrey has been able to
do a lot of fun traveling this past year
with trips that have taken her to the
Oregon coast, Rome, Holland and
the 2002 Olympics in Salt Lake. . . .
Melissa LaBarre Thors writes
that she and her husband, Thor
Thors, had a boy, Gardner Dickinson,
on September 11, 2001, in N.Y.C.
Gardner was born at 8:54 p.m. and
weighed 8 1/2 pounds. . . . Also on the
baby front: Jane Maloney-Chitakara
gave birth on October 20, 2001, to a
boy named Aiden Dev Chitakara. . . .
Elizabeth (Leaf) Ives Gurr and her
husband, Stewart, also had a beautiful boy, Christopher Ives Atherton
Gurr, on March 6, 2002. . . . Susan
Cummings Wiseman welcomed
her second child, Mackayla Susan
Wiseman, to the world on June 21,
2001. She and her big brother, Jack,
are getting along amazingly well.
Susan also tells us that Colleen
Halleck was married in August 2001
to Ray Taylor in New Hampshire.
Susan was a bridesmaid. . . . Marnie
and David Unruh had a boy, Morgan
David, on July 18, 2001. His uncle,
Richard Unruh III, is Colby ’97, and
his grandmother is Dawne Wiswell
Unruh ’64. (Do we think Morgan
will have some pressure to spend his
college years in Waterville?) David is a
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Beth Curran
64 Dane Street #1
Somerville, MA 02143
classnews1993@alum.colby.edu
1994
Tracy K. Larsen
1821 Pacific Coast Highway #1
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
classnews1994@alum.colby.edu
1995
Yuhgo Yamaguchi
124 Oxford Street #4
Cambridge, MA 02140
617-354-0289
classnews1995@alum.colby.edu
1996
Kim Schock
7432 Major Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23294
757-423-3072
classnews1996@alum.colby.edu
1997
Kimberly N. Parker
37 Melendy Avenue #2
Watertown, MA 02472-4108
classnews1997@alum.colby.edu
1998
Allison L. Brown Flynn
6948 Avery Road
Dublin, OH, 43017-2865
classnews1998@alum.colby.edu
1999
Lindsay Hayes
130 Long Neck Point Road
Darien, CT 06820
203-655-4664
senior major gift officer for Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh,
where they have lived for nearly seven
years. He often sees Candi Green,
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caleb dolan ’90

A worthwhile struggle

When Caleb Dolan ’96 considers what his fifth graders at Gaston
College Prep, a new charter school in rural North Carolina, need to
learn, he recalls his first year at Colby. “I try to think about what, as a
freshman at Colby, I knew, what the kids around me knew. And what it
was assumed we knew and were able to do. And then I try to picture
how, between when these kids are ten and they’re eighteen, we get
them there.”
It’s no small task, in an impoverished area with one of the highest
dropout rates in North Carolina. Dolan has taken it on as co-founder,
principal and reading teacher at the school, which opened last year in
a $1.2-million complex of 12 new trailers. Drawing from four different
school systems, Gaston College Prep is funded in part by the KIPP
(Knowledge Is Power Program) Foundation. Its fifth grade students
attend school more than nine hours a day, two Saturdays a month and
three weeks in the summer.
It’s hard work for all involved as Dolan and his colleagues try to fill
what he calls “a huge gap of knowledge.” He thinks they’re making
headway. “It’s been awesome,” Dolan said. “There are days when we
kind of shake our heads and say, ‘My god, what have we done?’ But the
vast majority of days you sit back and know we’re at the foot of a very
long but worthwhile struggle.”
His route to Gaston began in another small town, Dixmont,
Maine, where he grew up and attended public schools until he
enrolled at Colby.
A self-described liberal, Dolan signed on with Teach for
America after graduation. “It really was this case of me and all
my buddies, who were always talking
about ways to make the system fair
and to create true freedom. It was
kind of a case where I had
talked so much I had better
do something.”
So he did, teaching in
local schools with Teach for
America, learning alongside
his students as he gained
classroom experience. And in
the process, Dolan’s commitment to his young charges
grew. “After two years
where you succeed and fail

who also lives in Pittsburgh. . . .
Elizabeth (Libby) Marsh graduated
from the University of Michigan
Law School in December of 2001.
She is currently in Bangkok on a
Bates Fellowship to research the
commercial sexual exploitation of
young women and girls. Prior to
that she was a Michigan Refugee and
Asylum law fellow working at Human
Rights Watch in N.Y.C. investigating
human-rights issues surrounding
the repatriation of Afghan women
refugees from Pakistan. Good luck,
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Libby! . . . Tamar Snyder Stanley
has been appointed a member of the
firm of Baker Botts LLP. She works in
the tax field. . . . Susan Gerstberger
wrote in for the first time since
1991. Good to hear from you, Sue!
After graduation, Sue worked in
Washington, D.C., at the National
Institute of Health (NIH) for seven
years doing HIV research. In that
time she also went to graduate school
at George Washington University
and received her master’s in forensic
sciences. In June 1998, Sue became

right alongside sixty kids every day, it becomes very
personal,” he said.
His commitment to education led him to create
Gaston College Prep in 2000. The first rural KIPP
charter school in the country, the school drew its first students—and a
teacher—from area public schools. In the process, Dolan and his partner wrote grant proposals and negotiated for land and portable classrooms. “I learned a lot about finance,” Dolan said. “It made me wish I’d
paid more attention in Econ 134.”
But he apparently learned enough finance because the school
opened on schedule—and with a waiting list. “Every kid we enrolled, I
visited their house,” Dolan said. “It was powerful for me because you
step out of your four walls. It’s like, ‘We’re this committed. We’re willing
to do whatever it takes to help your kid succeed. All we ask is the same
level of commitment back.’”
He says he gets it, not only from students and their families but from
the school’s teachers and staff, who are key to the students’ success.
“You have to have teachers and staff who are just dedicated, smart,
passionate,” Dolan said. “Not just nice, because nice doesn’t cut it. Willing to be tough because every day matters and every minute matters.”
It’s an urgent mission. This is an area where the average combined
SAT score now is 780, and that’s with only a third of high school students taking the test. Dolan and his colleagues have six short years
to make up considerable ground.
How?
“This year it’s realizing to make every part of a kid’s day valuable, to make sure on the bus ride home they’re learning valuable things about how to behave and act, to make sure there’s
no part of their day
that’s a waste,” Dolan
said. “It’s a huge
amount of work and
challenge.”
—Gerry Boyle ’78

a special agent with the U.S. Secret
Service, where she met Kyle Goggin
(they were engaged in September in
sunny Harbour Island in the Bahamas
and are planning a September 2002
wedding on Martha’s Vineyard). Sue
and Kyle have been working in N.Y.C.
for the past three years. Sue had quite
a scare last September as her job
took her to the middle of Ground
Zero on the 11th. Sue often sees Joe
Brennan, who is a special agent on
the presidential detail, and she keeps
in touch with Alex Wyle Eastman,

who has her veterinary degree and
lives in Salinas, Calif., with her two
kids and husband (also a veterinarian).
. . . Shannon Johnson and Ben
Ames have bought their first house in
Arlington, Mass. Shannon is working
at a nonprofit called Row As One
Institute, Inc. (trying to get paid for
her habit), and Ben continues to write
up a storm at Design News magazine.
Ben also finished his first book, Hikes
in Massachusetts. It was due out this
spring. . . . Sally Hewitt is living
in Maynard, Mass., and working in

Concord, Mass., as a producer at
Simon & Schuster Audio’s Pimsleur
Language Programs. Last year she
became a mountain bike racer in the
New England region and races for
Team Rage, a Boston-area club. She
is also playing second-chair trumpet
in the Symphony Pro Musica, a
symphony orchestra in the metrowest area. This is her 10th year there!
She is also a trumpet soloist in area
churches. . . . Write soon!
—Lesley Eydenberg Bouvier

93 Hello one and all! Mike Eash,

still an active lumberjack, placed
second in the Stihl Stock Saw competition in the summer of ’01. Mike
is a jewelry maker when he isn’t getting paid to saw logs. . . . Mike Zhe
was to be married to Lisa Tetrault in
May. Mike is a sportswriter for the
Portsmouth, N.H., Herald. . . . Mike
Rosenblum married Dr. Elizabeth
Agnew in September ’01. . . . Mike
Genco got married in September to
Lisa Hartford in Orono, Maine. They
currently reside in Chesapeake, Va. .
. . William and Katherine Rogers
Roberts welcomed daughter Alice
into the world on December 12,
2001. Her brother, Henry, turned 4
in April. . . . Diane Decker graduated from Cornell Veterinary School
this spring and will be relocating to
D.C. to do a year of intensive postgraduate training. . . . Caleb Cooks
is a director/executive producer at
Edgeworxs in N.Y.C., where he will
be overseeing their television and film
projects. Prior to moving to N.Y.C.,
Caleb was a producer at PBS headquarters in Alexandria, Va., from 1997
until August 2001. He is also currently
developing an adaptation of a hip-hop
theater play titled “Rhyme Deferred”
to be produced as a two-hour television series and DVD presentation. His
first project as an executive producer
for Edgeworx, created in collaboration with the National Geographic
Channel, was a 30-second public
service announcement regarding the
backlash that Muslim Americans are
experiencing as a result of the events
of September 11. . . . Steve “GungHo” Holsten was to be married on
June 1, 2002, to Erin Zodrow. Erin is
a fourth-year medical student starting
an ob-gyn residency in July. Steve is
in his third year of general surgery
residency at the Medical College of
Georgia and performed 19 kidney
transplants in three months during
his transplant surgery rotation. Steve
writes, “I’m in the best shape I’ve

been in a long time thanks to diet
and exercise. I play some competitive
Ultimate here in Augusta, Ga. Hope
all my old Colby friends are well.” .
. . Karyn Rimas Patry, husband Jeff
and children Layne and Emlyn live
in Hookset, N.H., where Karen is a
business systems analyst at EDS. She
writes that she is planning a family
vacation this summer with Paul and
Angela Tennett Butler and their two
daughters. Karyn also sees Jen Larsen
Daileanes and reported that Heather
Johnson Webster and her husband,
Fred ’95, gave birth in February to a
daughter, Gwyneth Marie. . . . Jim
Cronin recently opened a satellite
office in Chico, Calif., for the Web
design firm Z57 Inc. He writes, “I
have been with the San Diego-based
company for two years and am very
happy. Check us out at www.Z57.com.”
. . . Sibel Akbay Nicholson lives and
works in London for the Reuters News
Agency. . . . Jay ’94 and Sharon Rosen
DiPietro had a beautiful girl, Rose
Camille, in January ’02. Sharon and
Jay live in New York City, where I visited them recently—along with Kat
Creeden, who has relocated to the
Big Apple and is planning a November
wedding in Chatham, Mass., to Erik
Skulte. . . . Beth Foohey recently got
engaged to David Moore and is also
planning a November 2002 wedding,
on the Cape. Attending the wedding
will be Sue Kairnes Baker, Sarah
Oelkers, Erin McTernan Aaron,
Kristen Schuler Scammon and Sue
Liacos-Dix. . . . Kimberley Blatz
Orbell and her husband, Phil, recently
gave birth to a baby boy. Kimberley
and Phil were married in October 2000
and live in Front Royal, Va., where
they work for the public school system.
Kimberley is a truancy counselor. . . .
Dan Sevilla spent the last four years
as an Army Ranger and is now in the
Army’s physician’s assistant program. . .
. Claudia Tejada writes that Paul and
Brandy Shafter Chapman recently
relocated to New Canaan, Conn., and
purchased a home. Claudia works as a
lobbyist in Washington, D.C., for the
environmental organization Defenders of Wildlife and is getting married
in November in Chevy Chase, Md.
. . . Kristen Zilling Kreuzcamp
expected her second child in April and
is enjoying being a full-time mom in
Peterborough, N.H. . . . Laura Steinbrink Novak is the executive director
of Cleveland, Ohio, Bridge Builders, a
nonprofit organization, and is keeping
busy with her toddler son, Brandon.
. . . Tom ’90 and Jule Gourdeau

Whelan have a new daughter named
Molly and live in Freeport, Maine. .
. . Sheri Petelle got married in the
winter of 2002 to Paulo Marnoto ’94.
. . . Patricia Thorpe Tweedie is a
primary care physician in Hope Valley,
R.I. . . . Let’s hear from some more
Mikes and you MIA types!
—Beth Curran

94

John “Drew” Serbin is living
in Rye, N.Y, after completing work
assignments in Poland, the Philippines, Orlando, Fla., and Las Vegas,
Nev. He hated the travel and started
a third-party logistics consulting firm
in N.Y.C. in September 2001. He sees
Monique and Christian Drucker,
who were married in October 2001
in Buffalo, N.Y. Christian is director
of Web development at Quinnipiac
University. . . . Annie Clougherty
lives in Somerville, Mass. She is in
her second year of Northeastern
University’s physician’s assistant
program and will graduate with a
master’s degree in September. She is
engaged to Kevin Emerson ’96, an
elementary school science teacher by
day and soul/funk band drummer by
night. They plan a wedding at an inn
in southern Vermont on September
21. . . . Laura Heywood and her
husband, Reid, live in Kennebunkport,
Maine, and expect their first baby at
the end of August. . . Jay Hartshorn
is in her first year as an assistant track
and cross-country coach at Syracuse
University. Kebba Tolbert is also
on the staff. . . . Cecily Totten is
teaching seventh grade English in
Winthrop, Mass., and attends the
Bread Loaf School of English at
Middlebury during the summer. She
will be at the Juneau, Alaska, campus
this summer. . . . Kendra King is an
assistant professor of political science
and African-American studies at the
University of Georgia. She received
her Ph.D. in political science from
Ohio State University in 2000, and
her first book, Old Problems, New
Policies: Grassroots Politics Revisited, is
under review at several presses. She
is also a Colby overseer. When not
teaching and researching, she travels
as a political consultant and during
the summer of 2001 went to Paris and
Oslo, Norway. . . . Sara Ferry Gyan
and Ross Nussbaum saw Greg and
Erin Crossland Christopher at
the Duplex in N.Y.C., where Greg
performed with his a cappella group.
Erin is at AT Kearney, Ross is a VP
at Solomon Smith Barney, and Sara
is still with American Express, head-

ing up global campus and diversity
recruitment. Sara wrote that after
being displaced in the aftermath of
9/11, they are looking forward to
moving back into their headquarters
at the World Financial Center this
summer. . . . Jeff ’93 and Connie
Huffine Zlot are living in Marin
County. They keep busy with their
golden retriever, Junia, a breeder
for the Guide Dogs for the Blind
program in San Raphael, Calif.,
who was about to give birth to her
second litter of puppies (seven or
eight were expected). Connie works
at Genentech. . . . Andie Sulak and
Stacey Warner live in San Francisco,
not L.A. Stacey is working for Rockman et al., which is an educational
consulting firm. Andie hopes to finish
her M.S. in range management at
UC-Berkeley this semester and plans
to begin the Ph.D. program in the
ecosystem sciences department at
Berkeley in the fall. Andie moved
to S.F. from Berkeley last November. . . . Heather Johnson and
Braydon McCormick got married
on September 15, 2001. They had the
wedding at the camp her parents run
in New Hampshire, and all 200 guests
(including many Colby friends) spent
the weekend there with Heather
and Braydon. Heather, a professor
of sociology at Lehigh University,
and Braydon, a project manager
at MetLife, bought a house in Bernardsville, N.J., last summer. They
visited Heather’s Colby roommate
Jen Morrow Slavin and her husband,
Anthony, in Palo Alto, Calif. Last
fall they celebrated the birth of
their goddaughter, Catherine Makeda
Flavious, the daughter of Roxann
Greenaway ’93. . . . Heather Eskey
will graduate from Brooklyn Law
School and start a job at KPMG
in N.Y.C. . . . Karyl (Brewster ’93)
and Zachary Brewster-Geisz have a
3-year-old son, Drew, and are expecting a baby in August 2002. Check out
Zach’s Web site (www.irtc.org) to see
his animation “Irresistible Force vs.
Immovable Object,” which won the
Internet Ray-Tracing Competition’s
animation contest for the first quarter
of 2002. Karyl threw Zach a surprise
30th birthday party in January. Doug
Hill, who is finishing his Ph.D in
social psychology at the University of
Maryland, attended (among others).
In October 2001, Karyl and Zach
attended the wedding of Amy Duncan
’93 and Jason Kirkfield ’93. Beth
Tabor Robinson and her husband
attended as did Pete ’95 and Dawn
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Kalloch Murphy. . . . Sigmund
Schutz is an environmental litigation
and media law attorney in Portland,
Maine. He was recently elected vice
chair of the Portland chapter of the
American Red Cross. . . . Terry
Meehan will marry Anita Sommers in
August 2002. He is pursuing a Ph.D.
from the University of WisconsinMadison. She is the marketing
director at Very Special Arts in
Madison. . . . Danny Katz was to
marry Kimberly Nesvet this June. He
is employed at Fidelity Investments,
and she is a preschool teacher in
Weston and an adjunct professor at
Quincy College.
—Tracy K. Larsen

95 Lauren Pelz Kearney wrote

that Lynne Moss married Paul
Perricelli last February. They were
married in New Jersey and live in
Yonkers, N.Y. . . . Allison Wilkin
Hallin graduated from the University
of Connecticut in 1998 with an M.S.
in molecular and cell biology. She
returned home to Bend, Ore., and
spent the winter season as a ski
instructor at Mt. Bachelor. It was
there that she met Brian Hallin, and
they were married in Bend, June 16,
2001. Regina Wlodarski Kruger,
who wrote that she and her husband,
Keith, were expecting their first baby
at the end of March, was present as
matron of honor with Maylene Cummings Mitchell ’96 and Margaret
Suggs Herath as bridesmaids. Brian
enjoyed his first trip to New England
in September 2001 when they traveled
to Maine for Maylene’s wedding to
Erik Mitchell ’97. Allison and her
husband currently live in Portland,
Ore., and work at Oregon Health
and Sciences University. . . . Erin
Mansur is finishing up his Ph.D.
in economics at the University of
California-Berkeley on electricity
deregulation and environmental
regulation. He will be an assistant
professor at Yale University next fall in
a joint tenure-track position between
the School of Management and the
School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies. He and his wife, Jennifer
Shatney, are going to be parents in
July! . . . John Gorczyk and Kristen
Bloomquist were married in San
Diego on November 3, 2001, about
10 years after they met on COOT!
In the wedding party were Colleen
Diver, Jennifer Dursi Rothman
’96, Virginia Stettinius, Nathalie
Theard, Sung Park ’93 and Scott
Rothman ’96. Other Colby guests
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Newsmakers
Martha Walsh ’90 recently returned to her
law practice in England from a posting at the
Hague in the Netherlands with the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia. Assigned primarily to issues and
cases in the appeals section of the office of
the prosecutor, she worked briefly on the
Slobodan Milosevic case, the first-ever war
crimes trial of a former head of state. Walsh
has been involved for more than a decade in
such global hot spots as Cambodia, Vietnam
and Bosnia  The U.S. Chamber of ComMartha Walsh ’90
merce hired Geoffrey O’Hara ’91 to serve
as executive director of the Eastern Regional Office in Stamford, Conn. He
manages the chamber’s extensive legislative, political and grassroots resources
in 12 states.

Milestones
Births: A son, Bruno Philippon, to Jerome ’90 and Amy Curtis Philippon
’89  A son, Morgan Unruh, to Marnie and David Unruh ’91  A daughter, Harriet Rose Finch, to Robert and Jennifer McLeod Finch ’92  A
daughter, Jessica Ellis Flynn, to Michael and Jeannette Riddle Flynn
’92  A daughter, Emma Christine Stone, to Ken and Laura Armstrong
Stone ’92  A daughter, Kate Mackenzie Gerdsen, to Cassi and Rodney
Gerdsen ’93  A son, Conner Joseph McKenna, to Danielle and Joseph
P. McKenna ’93  A daughter, Bryn Helen Rio Cannon, to Jonathan
Cannon ’96 and Catherine Malone.
Marriages: Amy E. Moody ’92 to Michael F. McGrath in Woods Hole,
Mass.  Shawn D. Bryant ’93 to Ellen M. Dunham in Wellsboro,
Pa.  Martin A. Krolewski ’95 to Kimberly B. Portnoy in Weston,
Mass.  E. Lynne Moss ’95 to Paul Perricelli in Dover, N.J.  Erica A.
Casano ’96 to Christopher B. Spater in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.  Carolyn
G. Donahue ’96 to Abram W. Conant in South Hero, Vt.  Gretchen
Rice ’96 to Kevin King in Westford, Mass.  Kathleen E. Kohatsu ’97
to Matthew W. Toms ’97 in Keene, N.H.  Melanie C. Macbeth ’97 to
Roger M. Binggeli ’96 in Jackson Village, N.H.
included Jon Bowden ’95 and Denise
Mailloux ’97. “It was a lot of fun
to get all our friends from around the
country together again,” writes
Kristen. “We honeymooned in Kauai
and are back in San Diego, contemplating a move back east.” . . . Kaatje
Van der Hoeven got married in
August 2001, in Walpole, Maine,
to Mike Kraft, whom she met in
Arizona. She wrote, “A number of
Colby folk attended the wedding:
Heather Beusse, KC Lawler, Tracy
Patton Zschau, Beth Herbert,
Kathryn Swaggart Erickson ’94 and
of course Auntie Al, our mailroom
pal!” Kaatje and Mike live out in
the Valley of the Sun (the Phoenix
megalopolis—soon to be L.A. Jr.),
and she’s a full-time instructor of
geology at Mesa Community College.
. . . Faisel Zaman is working as
a resident physician in the field of
physical medicine and rehabilitation.

He’s the resident chairman of the
medical education committee of the
American Academy of PM & R. He’s
still into motorcycles and a member
of the Southern Cruisers Motorcycle
Gang. . . . Gerry Coakley got married
last August to Rachael Millstein
(now Rachael Coakley) in Chatham,
Mass. He is working as an attorney
in Chicago. . . . Fred and Heather
Johnson Webster welcomed their
first child, Gwyneth Marie, on February 6, 2002. They are all doing well
adjusting to their new life with a baby
and headed out to Hawaii in May for
a short vacation. . . . Ariana Talbot
Vance is still living in Laramie, Wyo.,
enjoying the outdoor adventures that
Wyoming offers. Her husband was
to graduate with his master’s degree
in May. “Most of my day is kept busy
with my prides and joys,” she says:
Paige, 5, Hailey, 3, and Morgan, 1.
“I work as a homebound teacher for

the school district in my free time.
Nothing too new and exciting, but
I’m happy.” . . . Scott and Kerry
Knudsen Galson just returned from
their Peace Corps adventures in
Suriname, South America, and are
working on freezing some of the
fungus spots off their bodies in what
has turned out to be a mild Chicago
winter. “We’re currently looking for
teaching jobs in New England and
expecting our first child (eeegad!),”
writes Kerry. Reports indicate that
Baby Galson will be born the end
of July. . . . Noah Haverkamp is
cooking in Knoxville, Tenn. . . .
Sarah Bohlinger is living in Virginia,
working on the pastry team at The
Inn at Little Washington. . . . Bryan
Carey moved back to Washington,
D.C., to clerk for a judge on the
D.C. Court of Appeals. He lives in
Woodley Park near the National Zoo.
. . . In the past year, Jen Gennaco has
taken vacations to Puerto Rico and
Cancun, but her most exciting news is
that she got engaged on Thanksgiving
Day to Benjamin Smith, a Bates
grad. They plan an August wedding.
Cheryl Johnson Dutrumble, who
will be in the wedding party, expected
a baby in June. . . .Tobey Williamson
is living the high life in Washington,
D.C., spending much time at the
National Zoo pondering the diversity
of life. Recently graduated from the
University of Massachusetts-Amherst
with a master’s in regional planning, he
is employed as federal policy program
manager at American Farmland Trust.
Much of his work involves cooperating
with a coalition of environmental
organizations trying to influence
the reauthorization of the farm bill,
which promises to allocate significant
increases in funding for agricultural
conservation programs that will slow
urban sprawl, improve water quality
and restore wildlife habitat. He’d love
to hear from friends far and near.
—Yuhgo Yamaguchi

96 Suzanne Kulin graduated in

May with an M.S. in communicative disorders from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison and was married
to Tom Moffitt ’97 in September. . . .
Sheila Grant was married to Christopher Orphanides ’95 last June in New
London, Conn. Bridesmaids were
Heather Hunt, who is in her second
year of medical school at UMass,
Kathy Alexander Romeo, who had
her first child, Grace Kathryn, in
September, and Gretchen Rice King,
who is a Web producer at Pearson

Education eVentures in Somerville,
Mass., and was married in September
to Kevin King. Others who were able
to share in the special day were Kate
Radley, Lee St. George MacGregor,
Ann (Sprole ’95) and Jamie Cheston
(along with many other members of
the Class of ’95). Sheila and Chris
are living in Providence, R.I., where
Sheila is an early childhood education
consultant and Chris is pursuing an
environmental graduate degree at
Duke. Gretchen and Kevin enjoyed a
honeymoon to Hawaii and currently
reside in Newton, Mass. . . . Michael
Daisey is a former Seattle dot-com
employee who was recently featured in
the arts section of The New York Times
for his one-man show about the hightech meltdown. His “21 Dog Years:
Doing Time @ Amazon.com” is playing at the Henry Street Settlement. .
. . Michael Branca graduated from
the Skowhegan School of Painting
and Sculpture and has exhibited his
work in galleries and museums in
Georgia, New Mexico and Maine,
including Railroad Square Cinema
in Waterville. . . . After five years of
teaching history and philosophy, most
recently at the Horace Mann School
in Riverdale, N.Y., Gerry Perez has
begun an M.F.A. program in filmmaking at the Columbia University School
of the Arts. . . . Simon Dalgleish is
living in San Francisco and has a marketing role for Charles Schwab in the
Schwab private client group. Simon
swam in the Escape from Alcatraz race
in September. . . . Nicole Jalbert and
her fiancé, Kevin Pirani, attended
Katherine Holliday’s wedding in
August along with Nina Leventhal,
who was recently engaged to Matt
Paquin ’98 and is planning a 2003
wedding, Rachel Wolf Preti, Adam
Charron and Heather Duley Gleason, who brought along her daughter,
Madison. . . . Meghan Maguire is in
the Peace Corps in Honduras working in municipal development with
an emphasis on IT. She says she
loves every minute of it. . . . Clair
Pagnano is living in New York City
and is working as a corporate associate at the law firm Stroock, Stroock
and Lavan. She saw Kim Allen, who
was working as a summer associate at
a law firm in Delaware, and Nancy
Zierman, who made a stop in the city
on her way back to Boulder, Colo.,
from Europe, where she had spent
the summer. Nancy is in the M.B.A.
program at the University of Boulder. Clair also sees Ines Velasco, who
lives in the Big Apple and who, along

with Danielle LeGrand, was able to
attend the wedding of Patti Abbott
to Jim Arnow in Boulder, Colo., last
June. Patti and Jim live in Boulder,
where Patti is a literacy teacher and
Jim does quality assurance for a data
imaging company. . . . Matthew Russ
has cut back on his work in the Colby
Admissions Office to pursue his love of
painting and recently had his oil paintings on display in Scarborough, Maine.
. . . Brian Duffany spent three years
working in environmental consulting
in Park City, Utah, and two years working in real estate in New Jersey. He is
currently in his first year of a master’s
program in city and regional planning
at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y. .
. . Meredith DiMenna’s band, Belle
Canta, was selected as one of the 10
quarter-finalists out of thousands of
entries for the New Music Award for
the American Music Awards. The band
performed at the CMJ Music Marathon in N.Y.C. to compete for the five
semifinalist spots. . . . Martha Previte
is in her last year of law school in Albuquerque, N.M., and will move to San
Diego with her fiancé after graduation. She will be married in Boston
this summer, and Rachel Simson,
Jamie Geier and Kerith Grandinetti will be in the wedding party. .
. . Ryan Sullivan is a medical intern
at Mount Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, Mass. He has been married two
years and enjoys spending time with
his wife, drinking red wine and sleeping in his spare time—which he says
there isn’t much of. . . . Jen LeBel is
working as a firefighter/paramedic in
Pittsfield, N.H., and recently started
grad school at Notre Dame College
to become a physician’s assistant. . .
. Sarah Gelman is the director of
alumni relations and the head coach
of the girls’ varsity ice hockey team at
the Nichols School in Buffalo, N.Y.
. . . Niki Shinneman was married in
August to Vincent Yarnot, whom she
met while swing dancing. They are
living in Redmont, Wash., where
Niki is busy completing her master’s
in social work. She also works in radiation oncology, helping families and
patients cope with cancer diagnoses,
and continues to teach voice and piano
lessons. . . . Maxime Hibon was sent
by her company back to Paris to work
in a partnership with Paris’s leading
modeling agency and represents their
clients for endorsements, licensing
and brand-making exposures.
—Kim Schock

97 What is going on? Here’s the

latest. April Armstrong is planning a
July 2002 wedding at Mystic Aquarium
in Connecticut to Shawn Campbell
’93, a software engineer designing
games for WorldWinner.com. They
just bought their first house in Auburn,
Mass. April is the lead singer for the
Boston band Common Ground and
performed with them at the Top of
the Hub in Boston on New Year’s
Eve. She also has a solo CD and many
singing gigs supported by her day job
as a vet tech. She and Shawn see a
multitude of Colby grads regularly!
. . . Jennifer Soules is still in Idaho
working on her master’s in biology.
When she wrote, she was headed to
western Washington for her second
year of data collection on the winter
wren. . . . Birth announcement: Heath
Laycock and wife Kelly welcomed
daughter Samantha into the world on
October 26. . . . After living in San
Fran for four years, Emily Lappen
has decided to move back to Boston.
She works as a marketing manager
for a digital technology company
and loves what she does. On the day
she wrote, she and roomie Emily
Greenstein had a tea party with a
number of the Colby clan living out
there: Adrienne Clay, Denise Mailloux, Beth Traglia, Sue Hesselbach
and Austin Briggs. . . . Danielle
Herget completed her Ph.D. work
in theater history at Tufts and is
currently an A.B.D. She hopes to
complete everything by December
so she can begin teaching. In her free
time, she’s been teaching in an afterschool program in Boston. . . . Robin
Pearah Gee lives in Wellington,
Fla., where she is the corporate office
manager of three restaurants. She met
Alana Prills at Walt Disney World
in February and spent the day with
their 3-year-old sons. . . . Heather
McVicar is teaching and coaching
at Holton Arms, a private school
for girls in Bethesda, Md. She is
also running a tour company, ArcherEast. She spent last summer traveling
around Turkey preparing for her first
company tour trip this June. . . . Barb
Gordon is living in Los Angeles and
taking writing classes and skating in
a women’s roller hockey league. She
recently appeared in an episode of
Malcolm in the Middle that featured
women’s ice hockey. She did the
skating for Heidi Klum’s character!
. . . Cary Charlebois is living
in Boston and ran in her second
Boston Marathon this spring. . . .
Morgan Filler finished up her 2001
International Marathon Swim season

ranked third in the world for women.
She is now living in the D.C. area and
attending the Baltimore School of
Massage. . . . Linda Jenkins recently
got engaged and is planning her
wedding for the spring of 2003.
She and Morgan planned a trip to
Las Vegas in May to attend Sue
Hesselbach’s bachelorette party. . . .
Katie Scheffel writes: “I have spent
the last five years living in either
Oregon, Utah or Colorado working
with wilderness programs and living
the life of an outdoor enthusiast. In
April I am moving to N.C. hoping to
work for an environmental consulting
firm.” . . . Doug Schultz is working
as a deputy clerk for the U.S. District
Court at a courthouse in Jackson,
Wyo. He met up with Margot Higgins for a beer while she was in
town and coerced her into a 6 a.m.
climb and ski before her meeting. I
think she made it on time. . . . Rush
Hambleton continues to build up
his yacht support business, Bluewater
Logistics. He was planning to move
to Newport, R.I., and is still busy
with Land Rover (off road) Rallies.
. . . Sarah Holmes is finishing up
her master’s in psychology at Boston
University. This summer she plans
on opening a Boston branch of
her company, Pentec Handwriting
Consultants. Pentec specializes in
handwriting and document examination, personnel selection and jury
and trial consulting. . . . Jennifer
Lawrence checked in from the West
Coast and reports: “Still working on
my business, Diva DesignZ, which
was recently featured in the San
Francisco Chronicle. Check out our
wedding gallery on our Web site:
www.divadesignZ.com (don’t forget
the ‘Z’). Traveled to China last
summer and Aruba this January. And I
celebrated Wendy Ridder’s birthday
(she’s returning to school for her
M.B.A.) with Wendy Morris (who is
climbing the PR corporate ladder).”
. . . Rob Gimpel lives outside N.Y.C.
in Rockland County, N.Y., and works
for a geophysical consulting firm,
NAEVA Geophysics. He was about to
leave N.Y. and move to Maryland to
open and run a D.C.-Md. metro-area
office for his company. . . . Liz Baker
loves her new job as the director of
annual giving and alumni relations
for a private school in San Fran but
was still looking forward to returning
to Boston in the summer. . . . After
completing her master’s in journalism,
Jennifer O’Neill recently became an
editorial assistant for Allure magazine.
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. . . I completed my M.Ed. in secondary
English teaching at Boston College
and will be employed somewhere
within the Boston Public Schools
system by this fall.
—Kimberly N. Parker

99

After two years as a health education volunteer in Moldova, a former
Soviet republic in Eastern Europe,
Katie Frank now lives at home in
Maine, looking into grad schools and
a job. She has seen Ben Waterhouse,
who also lives in Cumberland. Ben is
on the Portland Fire Department. .
. . After graduation, Kit Connolly
spent a year skiing in Breckenridge,
Colo. Now he lives in Harvard Square
and works at a VC-funded Internet
company in Wayland, Mass., writing
finance and health articles for an online
newsletter, He plans on heading back
to school next fall for an M.B.A. . .
. Last year Katie Haas taught third
grade at a charter school in Chapel
Hill, N.C. Before leaving at the end of
the summer to travel to Portland, Ore.,
she met up with Becky Pollard, Renee
Lajeunesse and Sharon Capobianchi Burke for a reunion in D.C. Katie
is having a good time experiencing life
on the West Coast. . . . Robyn Osborn
graduated from American University
with an M.A. in psychology in January
2002, then left for a two-month trip
to Australia to visit some pals. She
plans to attend school for a Ph.D. in
psychology. . . . Bill Hinton lives in
Davis, Okla., where he is a full-time
camp director for YMCA Camp Classen. Bill and his wife celebrated their
first anniversary last November. He is
training for an Iron Man in the spring
of 2003. . . . Ryan Aldrich is still the
assistant director of admissions at Kent
School but doing a lot of traveling. He
went to Germany and Switzerland in
January. . . . Jon Zarecki spent the
summer of 2001 at the American
Academy in Rome and began work
on his Ph.D. in classical philology at
the University of Florida last fall. . . . I
am happy to say that Spencer Velott,
who was diagnosed with cancer last
October, is on his way to recovery. He
was invited to speak to the Vermont
Legislature in February on behalf of
the nursing lobby, hailing them for
their hard work and asking for more
funding, because a nurse discovered
his cancer. Spencer lives in Burlington,
Vt., with his pug and is the director
of business development at Media
Solutions International, a marketing
firm focusing on the marine and fishing industry. On weekends he’s a ski
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instructor at Smugglers’ Notch. . . .
Betsy Adams teaches at the American
International School in Cyprus, Nicosia. . . . Anna Tesmenitsky completed
law school at Northeastern University
and got engaged to Eitan Priluck of
Brookline, Mass. . . . After living in San
Francisco for two years working in a lab
at UCSF, Diego Muilenburg started
at Georgetown Medical School last
fall. He spent summer 2001 traveling
in Peru, Bolivia and Costa Rica with
Tracy Freuder ’00. Diego and Tracy
live together in D.C. . . . Corey Kessler reports that he eloped to Hawaii,
where he raises wild pigs, drives cattle
by horseback and hunts for pirate
treasure on his boat, The Wrestler.
. . . Becky Pollard left her reporting
job in D.C. and headed off to Japan
on April 1 to travel. Becky is planning
on freelancing and waiting tables this
summer somewhere in New England
before hitting graduate school in the
fall. . . . Jodi Siviski is to marry Jon
Pataki ’97 in August. They both live in
Norwalk, Conn. Jodi graduated with
a master’s degree in occupational
therapy from Tufts in the fall and
works as an occupational therapist in
Connecticut. . . . Kelley Martin is an
analyst for Wellington Co. in Boston.
. . . Christina Repp works for Fleet in
Boston. . . . Annie Flanagan lives in
Stamford, Conn. . . . Jess Williamson
worked at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute for two years and is now at Yale for
a Ph.D. in molecular biophysics and
biochemistry. Jess worked in the same
chemistry lab as Josh Young during
rotations. . . . Melissa Murphy graduated in May from Boston College Law
School and in September will begin
working in the litigation department
of Sulloway and Hollis, LLP, in New
Hampshire. . . . Brad Sicchitano has
been teaching in Brookline, Mass., at
an elementary school for the past three
years and is completing a master’s at
Boston College. Brad got engaged to
a fellow teacher and will be getting
married in October. . . . Alex Wall,
who is still working at The Edge in
Augusta while teaching 11th grade
English at Winthrop High School, was
recently accepted into law school. . . .
Liz Williams moved back from Spain
to L.A. She works with a Los Angeles
County courthouse for RAND, a large
nonprofit research organization based
in Santa Monica, as a researcher investigating second and third time DUI
offenders. . . . Andrew Wnek spent the
last year at Laughlin Air Force Base in
Texas completing undergraduate pilot
training with the Air Force. In March

he began advanced training in Oklahoma, where he will get checked out
as a copilot in a KC-135 Stratotanker
(fuel tanker for air refueling). He’ll be
flying this aircraft for the Maine Air
National Guard unit located in Bangor
starting in August. . . . Arin Novick
teaches first grade in public school in
Manhattan. . . . Amy Montemerlo is
a suburban reporter at the Waterbury
Republican-American newspaper in
Waterbury, Conn., and getting her
master’s in journalism at Quinnipiac
University in Hamden, Conn. . . . Jon
Hiltz, who works for MetLife Financial Services in Farmington, Maine,
made Leader’s Conference, which
is being held in Cancun, Mexico, in
July. He also qualified for the MillionDollar Round Table that takes place
in Nashville, Tenn., in June. He will
head to financial planning school in the
fall. . . . Nate Bradley is a commercial
real estate broker in Denver, Colo. .
. . Mackenzie Dawson is getting
married in July in Boston and then
moving to N.Y.C. to start at the NYU
school of journalism. . . . Matt Olsen
is living in D.C., where he is finishing
up his master’s in international peace
and conflict resolution at the School of
International Service at The American
University.
—Lindsay Hayes
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Rebecca Rasmussen and
John Dalrymple plan an August 2003
wedding in Maine. Congratulations!
. . . Christine Casey plans to be
married on July 20 to her long-time
fiancé, Ted. Christine is working at
Fleet Bank as a portfolio manager in
corporate banking. She reports that
Kelly Curlett is stationed in Zambia
with the Peace Corps until spring 2003
and is very happy and enjoying her
work. . . . Emily Mantel is a member
of Teach for America and lives in the
Rio Grande Valley of Texas, where
she is teaching fourth grade at Taylor
Elementary School in Mercedes,
Texas. She is very happy to be living
a life that still includes spring break!
. . . Brian Hanseth and Bill Polin
recently visited Matt Smith, Mark
Edgar and Pete Hans in New York
City. . . . Josiah Babcock is currently
working as a behavioral specialist in
Old Town, Maine, after spending
last year in Missoula, Mont. . . . In
August, Megan Melamed will have
her master’s degree in environmental
engineering from the University of
Colorado and will have her Ph.D. in
a couple of years. She is living in Boulder, Colo., along with Sarah Toland,

Franny Marques, Mike Sbano, Katie
Moulton and Hal Ferguson. . . .
Limi Perry was married to Emanuel
Bauer in December, and they now live
in Frankfurt, Germany, where Limi
works at Deutsche Bank teaching business English. . . . Dave Famiglietti
finished his second year as a language
teaching assistant in Germany in
May and hopes to continue teaching
English and geography in a bilingual
program in Germany or back in the
States. . . . Rebecca Solomon is in her
second year of AmeriCorps*NCCC
as a team leader. She has traveled
to Slidell, La., to restore wetlands,
tutored elementary school students
in Charleston, S.C., and done Habitat for Humanity in Richmond, Ky. .
. . Jay Zarnetske is living in Porter
Square in Somerville, Mass., with Ross
Frankenfield. Jay is still working as
an environmental consultant for CDM
in Cambridge, Mass. He and Phoebe
Lehmann ’01 are planning a trip to
Alaska this summer. . . . Jon Allen is
in San Diego aboard the H.M.S. Rose.
He is helping to get the boat ready
for its upcoming role in the film The
Far Side of the World, starring Russell
Crowe. . . . Alicia Haines is in Pebble
Beach, Calif., teaching history, coaching and serving as a dorm parent at the
Stevenson School. She also ran in the
Big Sur and Chicago marathons! . . .
Jeff Daniels is currently spending a
year in Australia working in film. . . .
Dave Ferguson worked on the preproduction for Sex and The City’s fifth
season in Long Island, N.Y. He hopes
to go to graduate school for visual communications in New York. He also
reports that Danny Schmidt recently
visited him in Brooklyn. . . . Jeremy
Donovan was recently transferred
from New York to Boston, where he
is working in the audit department of
Ernst & Young. . . . Katie Reber and
Melissa Bradbury took a cruise this
spring in the Bahamas, where they
celebrated birthdays and graduation.
Katie graduated with her B.S.N. in
May. This summer she will be working at Georgetown University in the
pediatric intensive care unit. She plans
to attend the University of Michigan
for her master’s in nursing in the fall
of 2003. . . . Please send your news to
classnews2000@alum.colby.edu.
—Hilary Smyth
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Happy one-year anniversary!
We have stretched to the four-corners
of the globe. In Washington, D.C.,
Lisa Mark is a staff assistant for
congressman Doc Hastings (Wash.).

She lives with Jon Engel, who works
for Maine’s Tom Allen, and Vanessa
Pickett, who works for a literary agent
in Bethesda, Md., in a brownstone
in Georgetown. (Jon confirms that
the house is brown and is made of
stone.) . . . Liz McGann teaches
sixth/seventh grade at a private school
in Virginia. . . . Pete Oppenheim
works at the RNC. . . . Chris McLean
barreled his way through his first year
at Georgetown Law, and Robin MacColl finished her pre-med program
in Baltimore. . . . J.C. Reeves works
at KPMG Consulting, Dana Dupre
works for Senator John Breaux of
Louisiana, and Michelle Storkan is
finishing up an internship at Sparber
& Associates PR firm. They all see
Jon Lay, Coy Dailey, Phil Coppage,
Todd Miner and Jess Weisbein.
. . . Jarrod Dumas has worked for
Freedom House, a non-government
organization promoting political and
civil liberties worldwide. . . . Boston
is still where the most members
of our class have staked out space.
Jake Civiello continues to work as
a cost estimator for national defense
projects. . . . Sam Clark works at the
Center for Children, teaching autistic
kids with Jen Bubrick. . . . Pierce
Cole, a devotee of Boston, returns
to his hometown of Wells, Maine, to
manage his parents’ motel and write
some mortgages on the side. . . . Jeff
Guerette will work in Maine this
summer at Pine Island Camp with
Chris Brunet, Alena Cianchetti
and Matt Reeber. . . . Payal Shah
lives with Ann Levy, Deb Harris and
Caroline Rosch in Cambridge. Payal
works for EF Education, a cultural
exchange company, Annie and Deb
work for Harvard, and Caroline works
for Mass General Hospital. . . . Steph
McMurrich is also at Mass General,
as a research assistant in the Harvard
bipolar research program. . . . Lindsay
Prichard works temporarily as a
secretary in Medford, Mass., and
even though it’s the “pits,” living with
Darcy Lynch makes up for it! Darcy
works in Watertown, Mass., at the
Perkins School for the Blind. They
spend time with Sarah Cavanagh,
who is training to run a marathon in
Alaska, and Jane Stevens, who works
at the Beacon Hill Civic Association.
They were awaiting Melissa Schuler’s

move to Boston in April. . . . Sarah
Belanger interns for Errol Morris, a
documentary filmmaker, at his studio,
Globe Department Store, in East
Cambridge and lives with Jess Alex
and their cat, Myles. . . . Kelli Hall,
also in Boston, lives with Sarah
Culbertson, Janice Greenwald,
Elizabeth (“Ob”) Oberlin and
Stephanie Mendell. Kelli is an
assistant buyer for an advertising
agency downtown called W.B.Doner.
. . . Alison Aiello was in Prague for
a four-week international teaching
program, hoping to secure a teaching
position in Florence. . . . Steve
Bigelow teaches at Brighton Public
H.S., and Lisa Hart teaches a prekindergarten class in downtown
Boston. . . . Jen Miller works for
Children’s Hospital. . . . Nyasha
Pfukwa lives in Beverly, Mass., near

tion on a 100-foot historic schooner
on the Delaware Bay in N.J. . . .
Danielle D’Entremont works at
Yale University as a research assistant,
lives in New Haven and applies
to med schools. . . . Sam Allen is
at an Adventure Learning Center
facilitating rock climbing and ropes
course work while he applies to grad
schools. . . . Amanda Adams lives in
Hershey, Pa., teaching high school
math at the Lancaster Country Day
School. . . . Teresa Hawko works
at Colby with AmeriCorps*VISTA
in a new mentoring program (Colby
Cares About Kids) involving Colby
students and local kids. . . . Betsy
Loyd is working at Hebron Academy
in Maine. . . . Also in Maine, Angela
Ridlon and Marybeth Maney are
living in a farmhouse in Windham.
Angela is currently in a master’s

patrick burlingame ’00
What he’s been doing Building a foreign-language library and teaching classes on management, project design and business English in
Transylvania.
Transylvania? Yes, Transylvania.
What brought him there The Peace Corps.
Where he goes next University of Szeged in Hungary for nine
months of intensive study as a Fulbright Fellow.
His project An independent research study of the socio-economic
plight of minority Hungarians in neighboring countries.
Why Hungary? Majoring in international studies sparked his interest.
From there he fell in love with the Hungarian culture and language.
The Hollywood images he wants to dispel “Paprika, nuclear physicists,
Zsa Zsa Gabor, communism and bohemian-yet-beautiful Budapest.”
Anna Randall and is the coordinator of
international and diversity programming at Endicott College. . . . Yuki
Kodera lives in Somerville and
works at the New England Center
for Children as a special ed teacher
for students with autism and severe
behavioral disorders. . . . Sarah
Richards returned to Boston after
walking the Dublin Marathon in
October to raise money for leukemia
research. She teaches six autistic
boys at the New England Center for
Children while working toward her
master’s in counseling psychology part
time at Boston College. . . . Meghan
Short spent the fall in Seattle working
on a 60-foot sailboat, then returned to
Vermont to teach skiing. In March she
began a marine science teaching posi-

program in social work at UNE
while interning at a school in Saco
as a school social worker. Marybeth
teaches English at Lake Region High
School in Naples. . . . Melanie
Morin and Tiffany Frazar are in med
school at UVM. Melanie is a second
lieutenant in the Army Reserves right
now and after graduation will be an
active duty military doc. . . . Hilary
Evans is in Seattle in her first year
of law school at the University of
Washington. . . . Dave Fuente is
doing well in Indianapolis in his
fellowship, and Dave Riss, Sara
Lovitz and Asher Ghertner are
enjoying the great life out in Boulder,
Colo. . . . Jon Weinberg, who also
lives in Boulder, is the lead systems
engineer at a small start-up, Inteface5.

2000s Correspondents
2000

Hilary Smyth
134 Davis Avenue #2
Brookline, MA 02445
781-883-1903
classnews2000@alum.colby.edu
2001
Dana D. Fowler
353 East 78th Street, 11B
New York, NY 10022
classnews2001@alum.colby.edu

2002

Lydia Terry
7819 Marquette Street
Dallas, TX 75225
214-373-1435
classnews2002@alum.colby.edu
. . . Thad Fowler works at Small
Press Traffic literary arts center and is
pursuing an M.F.A. in creative writing
at San Francisco State University
while painting and playing blues
keyboard. . . . More California boys:
Evan Reece works for Hotwire.com
in SF and is tearing up the Tahoe
slopes, Bill Getty works in a cheese
shop, Justin Amirault takes night
classes on classical music, and Matt
Cohen, now living outside the city
in Tahoe, works with a company that
makes new age musical instruments.
. . . Abroad, Milan Babik writes from
the U.K. while he completes an M.Sc.
in international relations. He got
engaged to Jane K. Chamberlain
’99 this summer and ran into Colin
McKee ’01 (who works in Geneva)
in Prague this past Christmas. . . .
Chris Cady and Stephanie Graber
work in Acapulco, Mexico, as research
assistants on a political-electoral study
of Mexico’s Pacific Coast states and
teach English classes at a local private
school. . . . Drew Hall was working in
N.Y.C. at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art before moving to Boston this
summer. . . . Melissa Alioto, Michelle
Chandler, Rachel Rokicki, Julia
Langsdorf, Beth Festa, Caroline
Blair and I spend weekends in the
Hamptons. . . . Mead Rust is working
at the History Channel and sees Tim
Cassidy often. . . . Tom Savage is still
saving failing companies.
—Dana D. Fowler
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O B I T U A R I E S
Grace McDonald Jones ’25, November 28, 2001, in Jacksonville, Fla.,
at 98. A Phi Beta Kappa graduate
in mathematics, she taught in high
schools in Houlton, Maine, and
Archer, Fla., before her marriage
in 1940.
Ruth Turner Weymouth ’26, February 1, 2002, in Winthrop, Maine, at
99. After teaching in public schools
in Connecticut and Dover-Foxcroft,
Maine, she was a social worker for
the Maine Department of Human
Services until her retirement in 1972.
Survivors include her nephew, John
Turner Fowler.
Louise Chapman Dibble ’27, January 6, 2002, in Middletown, Conn., at
97. She taught Latin and French for
41 years, including 38 at Old Saybrook
(Conn.) High School, where she also
coached and served as principal. She
was an active member of many school,
church and civic organizations. She
is survived by her daughter, Gertrude
D. Lyon, two granddaughters and her
foster daughter and caregiver.
Harriet Fletcher Lockwood ’27,
October 21, 2001, in Port Saint Lucie,
Fla., at 95. She was a schoolteacher
in Springfield, Vt., before becoming
a homemaker. Many members of her
family attended the College, including
her niece, Frances Willey Rippere
’45, who survives her.
Marguerite Chase Macomber ’27,
February 23, 2002, in Concord,
N.H., at 98. She was active in many
community affairs in Augusta, Maine,
for most of her life. From 1955 to
1967 she was assistant director of
Roberts Union while her husband, the
late William Macomber ’27, headed
Colby’s summer and adult education
programs . Survivors include two sons,
William A. Macomber Jr. and Charles
W. Macomber ’55, two daughters,
Susan Macomber Vogt ’60 and Mary
Keller, 13 grandchildren, 14 greatgrandchildren and many nephews and
nieces, including Jane Holden Huerta
’60, Jane Melanson Dahmen ’63 and
Louise Melanson Belknap ’65.
Dorothy L. Morton ’29, February
19, 2002, in Melrose, Mass., at 93. She
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was employed for 42 years by Boston
Children’s Services Association and
was a long-time member of the
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Melrose. Four cousins survive her.
Geraldine Colbath Taylor ’33,
February 18, 2002, in Dover-Foxcroft,
Maine, at 91. Prior to her marriage
in 1938 she taught English at George
Stevens Academy in Blue Hill, Maine,
and at Orono High School. She is
survived by her daughter, Diana
Taylor Paine, and her grandson.
Solomon C. Fuller ’36, December
28, 2001, in Wayland, Mass., at 91.
He was an executive for the Greater
New York City Council of the Boy
Scouts of America for 13 years and
served on the board of trustees for
the Mott Foundation. He worked for
Raytheon in Waltham, Mass., and
retired as a social services planner
with United Community Services of
Metropolitan Boston. He is survived
by his wife, Grace, a daughter, five
sons, 15 grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.
Lois Lund Giachardi ’36, July 18,
2001, in Billericay, Essex, England,
at 86. She taught in high schools in
Mars Hill, Old Town and Auburn,
Maine, before joining the WAVES
in World War II. In 1948 she married and moved to England. She is
survived by two sons, Eric and Andrew
Giachardi, a daughter, Martha Holt,
and three grandchildren.
Gladys Wein Hirshon ’37, February
24, 2002, in Portland, Maine, at 86.
She was a homemaker whose two
sons, Robert and David Hirshon, and
daughter, Leslie Kress, survive her.
Other survivors include her brother,
Arthur Wein ’35, and sister, Rhoda
Wein Kraft ’39.
Eleanor Barker McCargar ’37,
February 28, 2002, in San Rafael,
Calif., at 88. She worked with the Red
Cross in an Army hospital in India
during World War II before launching
a long career as an internationally
known portrait artist. Survivors
include her daughters, Lucy White
and Mary Elkington, five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Dwight E. Sargent ’39, April 4,
2002, in Princeton, N.J., at 85. He
was editorial page editor at the New
York Herald Tribune when he took
over as curator of Harvard’s Neiman
Foundation for Journalism in 1964.
Later he served for three years as
president of the Freedom of Information Center at the University of
Missouri. He worked as editorial chief
for the Boston Herald American until
1978 and concluded his distinguished
career in journalism as national editorial writer for Hearst Newspapers
in New York. In 1951 he conceived
The Elijah Parish Lovejoy Award
as a cooperative effort between
the newspaper world’s devotion
to journalistic freedom and his
alma mater’s dedication to academic
freedom. He also served the College
as a trustee and in 1982 received the
Distinguished Alumnus Award. He
is survived by his daughters, Laurie
E. Sargent and Janet L. Sargent, his
son, Douglas F. Sargent, a brother,
Frederic O. Sargent ’42, a sister,
Miriam Sargent Watson ’43, and
two grandchildren.
Justin E. Walker ’39, January 12,
2002, in Plymouth, Mass., at 88.
A salesman for 25 years for Nook
Farm Dairy in Plymouth and White
Brothers Dairy in Duxbury, Mass.,
he also worked as a maintenance
man at the Myles Standish State
Forest. He was inducted into the
Plymouth-Carver Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1987. He is survived by
his wife of 62 years, Leah Walker, a
daughter, five grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren.
Alvah D. Hall ’40, March 2, 2002,
in Calais, Maine, at 86. He was a
member of the Calais fire department
and a self-employed carpenter who
worked for 10 years at the Calais
Regional Hospital. Surviving are his
daughter, Barbara E. Hillman, a granddaughter, three great-grandchildren
and several nieces and nephews.
Charlotte Noyes Oleson ’40,
February 1, 2002, in Concord, Mass.,
at 84. She made more than 10,000
visits during her 45-year association
with Welcome Wagon and was
recognized with “The Most Out-

standing Hostess in the Country”
award. Predeceased by her husband,
Frederick B. Oleson ’38, she leaves
two daughters, a son, seven grandchildren and one great-granddaughter.
Donna Horne Ellis ’41, February
28, 2002, in Fort Myers, Fla., at 84. A
homemaker, she also traveled widely
in Europe with her late husband, Col.
Rodney C. Ellis ’41. She is survived
by her daughter, Madonna Anne
Ellis Browne, two grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren and her brother,
Samuel T. Horne ’41.
Norman F. Royal ’41, March 9, 2002,
in Exeter, N.H., at 83. He served in the
Navy during World War II and worked
at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for
36 years. After retiring in 1976 he
worked as a real estate developer and
hotelier. Family members include
four sons, a daughter, a brother, 12
grandchildren, 28 great-grandchildren,
four great-great-grandchildren and
nieces and nephews.
Hope-jane Gillingham Meyer ’43,
April 13, 2002, in Middletown, Conn.,
at 80. She earned a master’s degree
in library science at Southern Connecticut State University and worked
at the Wallingford, Conn., public
library and as a school library media
specialist. She is survived by her son,
Douglas W. Meyer ’66, a granddaughter, her brother and four nephews.
Rachel Bubar Kelly ’47, January
14, 2002, in Sarasota, Fla., at 79. She
taught in public schools in Maine for
30 years and was a teacher/principal
in Brewer, Maine. She also served as
national president of the Women’s
Christian Temperance Union from
1988 to 1996 and was the 1996
vice presidential nominee of the
Prohibition Party. Predeceased by
her brothers Joseph ’44 and Benjamin
Bubar ’46, she is survived by two
daughters and two sons.
Hannah Levine Schussheim ’48,
February 16, 2002, in Washington,
D.C., at 74. She earned an M.A.
in international studies at Radcliffe
College in 1953. During her 20-year
career with the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development

she was a field officer overseeing
the Model Cities program and other
assisted public housing programs in
Pennsylvania communities and in
the Washington, D.C., area. For two
years she was a housing officer with
the U.S. Agency for International
Development. Survivors include
her husband of 51 years, Morton J.
Schussheim, three daughters, a son, a
brother and five grandchildren.
Natalie Smith Wood ’48, August
14, 1999, in Gray, Maine, at 73.
She taught mathematics at Mexico
(Maine) High School.
John S. Choate ’49, March 1, 2002,
in Brooksville, Fla., at 76. After serving
in the Central and South Pacific with
the Army Signal Corps in World
War II he earned a master’s degree
in education and taught science in
Maine at Milo High School, Wilton
Academy and Morse High School.
For 24 years he taught physics and
headed the science department at
Lexington High School in Massachusetts. Survivors include his wife,
Margaret, a son, a daughter, his
stepmother, his brothers David A.
Choate ’48, Paul A. Choate ’48, Stanley
F. Choate ’51 and Philip S. Choate
’62, two sisters, including Constance
Choate Trahan ’47, three grandchildren
and many nieces and nephews.
Ralph J. Bens Jr. ’51, December 22,
2001, in Concord, Mass., at 75. He
earned a master’s degree in criminal
justice from Northeastern University
after World War II service with
the Navy in the Asiatic-Pacific
Theater. He was county sheriff
and superintendent of the Billerica,
Mass., House of Corrections before
joining Strawberry Hill Realty Inc.
of Leominster in 1980. He was
active in many community political
organizations. He is survived by
his wife, Darcy Patrick Clark, two
daughters and two grandchildren.
William H. Heubisch Jr. ’51, February 18, 2002, in Anaheim, Calif., at
75. A Navy veteran of World War
II, he was an executive in the finance
divisions of Socony Vacuum (now
Mobil Oil) and Ducommun Metals
and Supply Company of Los Angeles.

He served as chairman of several
industry credit managers’ trade
groups. Survivors include his sister,
Sue Nan Milkey.
Philip K. March ’51, August 17,
2001, in Monroe, Conn., at 72.
He held several positions with magazines—Life, The Reader’s Digest,
advertising trade magazines—and
was vice president of sales for List
Services Corporation when he retired.
Survivors include his wife, Diane, a
son, two daughters, a stepdaughter
and two granddaughters.
Barbara Vaughan McCoy ’52,
February 7, 2002, in Boston, Mass.,
at 71. A Republican Party activist in
Wilton, Conn., and Orleans, Mass.,
she was chair of the Orleans Republican Town Committee, coordinated
campaigns and served as a delegate
to nominating conventions. She is
survived by her husband, John F.
McCoy Jr. ’52, three daughters, a son,
a brother and six grandchildren.
Josephine R. Peary ’54, February
16, 2002, in Sarasota, Fla., at 68. A
granddaughter of Adm. Robert E.
Peary, she earned a master’s degree
in art therapy from the University of
South Florida and was the assistant to
the producing director of the Asolo
Theatre Company in Sarasota from
1968 until her retirement in 1996.
Survivors include her life partner,
Larry Forgard, and her brother.
Betsy Burns Bomann ’55, December
1, 2001, in Riverside, Conn., at 68.
She was employed by the firms of
Hoyden Stone and E.F. Hutton and
was the art and nature instructor at
the Round Hill Nursery School in
Greenwich, Conn. She was an active
volunteer at the Redeeming Love
Christian Center in Nanuet, N.Y. She
is survived by her husband, George
(Peter) Bomann, three sons, a sister,
Margaret (Penny) Burns Winship ’59,
two grandchildren, three nieces, three
grandnieces and one grandnephew.
John F. Hannon ’57, September 27,
1999, in Manchester, Mass., at 64. He
lived in Washington, D.C., during
his many years of service as an officer
in the Marine Corps.

Wesley D. Jordan ’61, February
26, 2002, in Naples, Fla., at 64. A
standout football player at Colby and
the University of Maine, where he
earned a master’s in education, he was
the university’s athletic trainer for
32 years and was a member of three
Halls of Fame, including the hall
of the National Athletic Trainers
Association. He is survived by his
wife, Linda M. Blass, two daughters,
a son, a brother, two sisters, four
stepchildren, two grandchildren and
several nieces and nephews.
Joanne Randel Jensen ’62, September 20, 1999, in Burbank, Calif., at
59. She was a middle school teacher’s
aide. Survivors include her husband,
William Jensen, and three children.
Jeffrey F. Browning ’67, November
18, 2001, in Bend, Ore., at 56. After
serving in the Air Force, he was a sales
representative with Wm. H. Rorer,
Inc., in California and, later, with
American Forest Products Co. At the
time of his death he was the controller
at Lion Golf of Oregon in Bend.
Survivors include his wife, Sharon.
Thomas H. Hopgood ’67, October 3,
2001, in Madison, Wis., at 56. He was
in the Air Force before earning an M.A.
from the University of Wisconsin,
where he was a retail buyer and
manager at the university bookstore.
He and his wife, Mary Gordon, had
two children, Sara and Elspeth.
David N. Weitzman ’70, December
27, 2001, in Rochester, Ind., at 54.
He was a physician with a specialty
in psychiatry in Rochester. He is
survived by his father, Abe Weitzman,
his brother and nephews.
Frank N. Pritchard ’79, November
9, 2001, in Minneapolis, Minn., at
45. He was a computer programmer
for several Minnesota companies. He
is survived by his parents, Paul and
Patricia Pritchard, two brothers and
several nieces and nephews.
David M. Strage ’82, February 4,
2002, in London, England, at 42. After
earning an M.B.A. at International
Management Development Institute
in Switzerland he was a manager at
Digital Equipment Corp. in London

and later joined Andersen Consulting
UK as an associate partner in the
worldwide strategy group. Survivors
include his wife, Laura Agostini, and
two daughters.
Kyawswar Win ’05, May 31, 2002,
in Oakland, Maine, at 18. A math and
physics double major from Yangon,
Myanmar, he was a summer research
assistant in the Physics Department.
He died after a canoe he was in
capsized on Messalonskee Lake during
a sudden and severe squall. He is
survived by his father, Aye Lwin, his
mother, Ohn Yee, a brother, Thet Ahn
Win, and a sister, Soe Soe Win.
William Davis Taylor H’75, February
19, 2002, in Boston, Mass., at 93. In
1931 he followed his grandfather and
father at The Boston Globe. In 1975
he received the Elijah Parish Lovejoy
award for his “steady judgment and
uncompromising honesty” as publisher
and chairman of the board.
William H. “Flash” Flaherty, April
25, 2002, in Portland, Maine, at 81.
He was employed at the College for 36
years in a variety of positions, including nightwatchman and journeyman
plumber, until his retirement in 1978.
Survivors include his companion,
Katherine Ames, a son and four
daughters, 16 grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren.
Kemp Frederick Gillum, June 29,
2002, in Waterville, Maine, at 77.
He received a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Illinois and a Ph.D.
from the University of Wisconsin.
From 1948 to 1995 he taught courses
at the College in European and
English history ranging from medieval
England to British colonial and
military history. He chaired the
History Department and counted
among his publications a number of
articles in Encyclopedia of World Biography. After retirement he continued
research and writing. He is survived
by his wife of 50 years, Irene, his
daughters, Karen Gillum and Mae E.
Simmons, and a nephew.
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the last page
her head on straight
By Susan Sterling
There used to be a restaurant in Waterville
called “The Silent Woman.” Its sign depicted jolly
men raising their glasses at a plank-like table.
Behind them, carrying a serving tray, hovered
a buxom woman with no head. The restaurant
advertised in the back of The New Yorker.
“Someday,” read the ad, “you will find yourself in
Waterville, Maine.”
The text proved prescient. In 1974 I spent
Christmas in Waterville with my boyfriend, who
had been hired to teach music history at Colby.
He picked me up in Boston and we drove north.
As we crossed the Maine border, snow appeared
in the fields and forests bordering the highway.
The lights of towns were miles apart; even in the
darkness I’d never seen so many trees.
Entering Waterville, we passed the restaurant with the offending sign. “I could never live
in a town that allowed a restaurant like that!” I
announced. But it was a principle that would lose
out to love. The following summer we married.
I considered staying in Berkeley another year to
teach at the university. After seven years, I had
put down roots on the West Coast, and Berkeley
felt like home. But I desperately missed the man
I loved, so I took my degree and left.
Most of the Waterville area’s employment then
was provided by two paper mills and the Hathaway shirt factory on the Kennebec River. (Since
then, one mill closed and the shirt factory has
struggled to remain open.) Winter came early and
lasted into April. Snowflakes fell in May.
I hadn’t planned to continue teaching, but
we needed money, so I looked for an academic
job. Eventually I found myself at Thomas College,
a business college in Waterville. Until recently
it had been a for-profit college, founded by the
Thomas family in two rooms above Woolworth’s
on Main Street. It was now on its third campus.
At Thomas I taught three sections of freshman composition to 60 students, each of whom
I also saw weekly for a brief tutorial. Thomas students came mostly from Maine. Some believed
that by attending a business college they would
never have to write another essay. To get them
motivated I asked them to write about their own
experiences. I received essays on dairy farming,
on preparing a horse to show at a county fair,
on deer hunting (some of these surprisingly lyrical, evoking the silence of dawn in November,
frost on the ground, watchful waiting with fathers
and uncles). I learned about going home every

68

|

COLBY

•

SUMMER 2002

weekend to work in a pizza shop, about growing
up right on the Canadian border, about potato
farming in Aroostook County, where every fall
(still) children are let out of school for two weeks
to help with the harvest. The students’ way of
looking at the world was practical; working with
them I found myself anchored in Maine culture in
a way that some of my friends at Colby were not.
The majority of my students were the first in
their families to go on to higher education. Their
fathers owned drug stores, gas stations, grocery
stores; their mothers worked as seamstresses
and clerks. Some families were involved in lumbering. A few students had grown up on welfare.
Many were of Franco-American origin, and of
these a few had grown up speaking French at
home. They were studying to be marketers, managers, medical secretaries, accountants.
At graduation these families, including grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins, filled the
Thomas College gym. They gazed with pride as
their sons and daughters filed to the stage to
shake the hand of Mr. Thomas and receive their
diplomas. There was nothing taken for granted
about what their children had achieved. Sitting in
the hot gym I found myself surprisingly moved.

A few years later, my family returned to
Berkeley for a year. Our old friends were happy
to have us back, but they weren’t particularly
interested in our experiences in Maine. For
them, it was as if we’d been banished from
paradise. At dinner parties the others appeared
to be getting all their news from the Berkeley
radio station, KPFA. No one except us—this was
1982—could believe Ronald Reagan stood a
chance of being reelected.
People wondered how we’d managed without
the good cheese shop, the weekly concerts, the
Pacific Film Archive. It’s true, we said, we did
miss those things. But that sabbatical year we
were missing the fields behind our Maine house,
being able to cross-country ski out the back door,
the sunsets behind the barn and the friendliness
of our neighbors down the road.
Our friends listened with tolerant disbelief,
and so after a while I stopped trying to explain
what I knew: it’s not always a misfortune to
leave paradise. Some things you can learn
only by leaving.
Susan Sterling is a freelance writer who has
taught writing at Colby.

Colby College Museum of Art
WATERVILLE, MAINE

Richard Serra, American (1939-), “4, 5, 6,” forged weatherproof steel (2000)

From remarkable Early American paintings in the Lunder Wing to bold post-modernist sculpture
by Richard Serra and Sol LeWitt, Colby’s extraordinary collection is showcased in the largest
exhibition space of any Maine art museum.
“A deep and varied collection of American art, covering three
centuries, in 28,000 square feet of elegant gallery space.”
The New York Times
Sept. 1, 2000

2003 Exhibits
Lasting Impressions: Contemporary Prints from the
Bruce Bowen Collection January-February
Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities:
Cherished Possessions, a New England Legacy July-November
Maine Crafts Association 30th Anniversary Exhibition September-October
Admission is free. Museum hours:
Monday through Saturday: 10 a.m.-4:30p.m., Sunday: 2 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
For more information visit us online at
www.colby.edu/museum or call 207.872.3228
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David Donnelly Cleans Up

David Donnelly ’91, the force behind the Clean
Elections battle in Massachusetts, has political
allies and formidable foes. His reform efforts have
put him at the center of a controversial issue
he says we can’t afford to ignore. Page 40

